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F o o t ,  T a c k  &  C l e w  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  S a i l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
 a n d  i s  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  e a c h  m o n t h  o r  a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . e c s a s a i l . c o m .  

The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the East Coast Sailing Association. 

 
General Membership Meeting 

 

Wednesday, September 12, 2007 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd) 
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 
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SEPTEMBER Calendar of  EVENTS 

1 - 3 ECSA Cape Canaveral Ocean Cruise  
1 - 2 PCYC Steak and Lobster Regatta 
7 MYC Fall Rum Race 
9  MYC Small Boat Racing 
15  ECSA Fall Series #2 
16  ECSA Fall Women’s #3 
16  IRYC Fall Series #3 
21  MYC Fall Rum Race 
22 - 23 ECSA Cruise to Titusville and Dixie Crossroads   
   Dinner  
23  MYC Small Boat Racing 
29  ECSA Fall Women’s #4 
29 - 30 MYC Mermaid Regatta 
 

OCTOBER Calendar of  EVENTS 
5  MYC Fall Rum Race 
6  ECSA Fall Series #3 
7  IRYC Fall Series #4 
7  MYC Small Boat Racing 
10  ECSA Monthly Membership Meeting 
13 - 14 ECSA Boy Scout Island Fish Fry Cruise 
19  MYC Fall Rum Race 
20 - 21 MYC Fall Regatta Small Boats 
21  IRYC Fall Series #5 
21 MYC Small Boat Racing 
26 - 28 MYC Fall Regatta Big Boats 



THOUGHTS FROM 
YOUR 

 COMMODORE…  
 

Donna Hartley Oyer 

Congratulations! You are getting your membership 
renewals back in record time.  Please keep them 
coming and avoid a late charge! 
 
I would like to share a story with you if I may.  As you 
know, Jim and I have had our fill of engine problems 
on “Believe” and on our previous boat “Pelican”.     We 
called Dave Carter (Carter’s Marine) in June to 
diagnose our most recent engine failure that occurred 
during our Bahamas attempt.  Dave’s diagnosis - “you 
need a new engine”.  It was not a complete shock, but 
it still stung.  Dave suggested that “we” start looking 
for a new engine.  
 
Okay, what does “new” engine mean to you?   I 
thought that “new” meant, brand new as in the engine 
that comes in a new boat.  Now I have learned it can 
also mean new “rebuilt” engine.  Dave suggested that 
he would start looking for an engine (rebuilt) and that 
we needed to look as well.  Dave’s suggestions were 
to look in the back of the Sailboat Trader and to “call 
around”.  So I began my search by doing what I do 
best; surfing the net.  (Let your fingers do the 
walking!)  I Googled my way around the net searching 
numerous sites, taking notes and writing down phone 
numbers.  
 
After a few weeks or so of surfing the net and using 
the conventional search methods, we became 
disheartened.  We wanted to sail!  We wanted to get 
away from the dock again!  We wanted a weekend on 
the water!  We wanted and needed a new engine!  
Aren’t there any rebuilt Perkins engines out there?  
There were a million of them made weren’t there? 
 
We were getting completely frustrated until one 
Tuesday morning, I surfed upon a site that I hadn’t 
landed on before.  It was a marina in Wisconsin 
named “Schooner Bay Marina”.  They were 
advertising rebuilt engines, Perkins included.  I 
immediately called the number but my call was 
answered by a machine.  So I left a message and 
within an hour or so, “Al” called me back.  Have you 
ever talked to someone, just for a few minutes and 
instantly felt like there was a connection?  That is 
exactly how I felt as I was talking to Al.  Call it 
whatever you like; call it fate or call it luck.  Al 
explained that his marina was located on Lake 
Superior in the northern part of Wisconsin.  He 
continued to explain that they build engines at the 
marina; seventy different kinds of engines.  Al said 

(Continued on page 4) 
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VIEW FROM THE 
VICE…  

by  
 

VICE  COMMODORE   
Pam Vanderveer 

Time for Nothing  
by Susan Conrad 

 
Sunday, Aug 5, 2007: LaLeLu leaves her slip for the 
first time since returning home from her epic two-week 
journey to places unplanned and back. Even at 9:00 
am it was clear that it was going to be a hot 
day.  Someone on the dock said it was supposed to be 
the hottest day of the year so far.  Almost too hot to 
move - I think to myself - but didn't let that stop me from 
preparing for departure. We eased out of the slip, 
ghosted down the barge canal, through the locks, and 
out Port Canaveral.  Past the cruise ships and out into 
the translucent and tranquil Atlantic we ventured in 
anticipation. We weren't the only ones out 
there.  Shamelessly flaunting the addiction that afflicts 
every sailor, there were others in search of just a little 
wind.   Some of you reading this were out there - you 
know who you are.   
 
With our sails unfurled, rigging slapping and clanging in 
the hot August sun, we were grateful to be sitting under 
our canvas shade, and we patiently waited.  Waiting, 
waiting, waiting…occasionally giving way to anticipation 
with even the slightest tickle of a breeze.  For nearly an 
eternity we bobbed like a cork under barely a whisper 
of wind. The wind Gods finally took pity on us. 
Gradually, almost imperceptibly at first, a nice breeze 
began filling our sails.  It built to 14 knots and LaLeLu 
skipped along on a nice beam reach.  I looked around 
at the other boats as they too were moving along.  
Ahhhh yes!  The whistle had blown, the green flag was 
down and the gates were open.   
 
Enjoying absolutely everything and doing 
absolutely nothing, I rested my head on the cushion of 
the port settee and hung my legs over the cockpit 
coaming.  I listened with one ear to the familiar but at 
times elusive rush of water against the hull, and with 
the other ear to Jimmy Buffet.  I picked up on some 
lyrics.   I've heard them many times but never paid 
them much attention until this day - the day that I 
proclaimed them to be profound.   Seems Jimmy 
bought a watch with no numbers and no hands.  This 
watch simply says "NOW."  Some might think perhaps 
the watch is broken, but Jimmy thinks the watch works 
just fine.  I understood he was telling me to find a 
blessing in every day and don't take time for 
granted.  In times when things are going wrong, his 
advice is simple:  "Breathe in, breathe out, and then 

(Continued on page 6) 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 
General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday – August 8, 2007 

 
Commodore Donna Hartley Oyer called the meeting 
to order at 7:04 p.m. Board of Governors present 
were Donna Hartley Oyer and Carol Wheatley.  
Elected Governors present were Neil Hodgson and 
Roland Norris. Absent were Pam Vanderveer, Jim 
Yates, Tom Schrader and Brenda Merchberger.  
 
COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board 
members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and 
past commodores, Donna welcomed all members and 
guests attending for the first time. 
· Larry Payne and Bob Aboutok 

· Donna Hutton and Bill Hausmann 

· Dave Hudson and his wife were re-introduced 
and announced they will start a charter service in St. 
Maarten and will generously give an ECSA discount! 
 
The Commodore also announced the following: 
· Remember your membership dues are due! 

· Please donate to the Sunshine Fund to help 
members who run into hardships. 
· Lots of stuff in the lost and found…clothes, pots & 
pans…utensils. 
· St. Pete Boat Show is November 3 & 4, 2007. 
 
NEW MEMBERS: There were no new applications for 
membership.   
 
MINUTES/TREASURER’S REPORT: A motion was 
made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes 
of the June meeting and the June and July 
Treasurer’s report as published in the August Foot, 
Tack & Clew. 
 
GENERAL REPORTS: 
VICE COMMODORE – Pam Vanderveer:  No report. 
 
REAR COMMODORE – Jim Yates  No report for 

racing. 
 
Cruising  – Ken Windsor – There were about half a 
dozen boats participating in the Cocoa Village cruise 
with about 25 attending dinner. We experienced a 

SECRETARY’S 
REPORT  

By 
 

Carol Wheatley 

Page 3 

bad storm with gusts up to 60 mph, but everyone made 
it to Cara Mia’s Italian Restaurant for a great meal, then 
moved on to Murdock’s for some relaxation and more 
fun. We enjoyed breakfast at the pavilion in Cocoa 
Village and then everyone enjoyed a leisurely return 
voyage.  
 
This weekend (8/11) is the dinner cruise to Conch Key 
Grille (US 1 & Pineda Cswy) hosted by Don & Joanne 
Theriault. There is deep water coming into a sandy 
beach for dinghies. It’s casual dining and good food. No 
breakfast is planned because of the location.  
 
Don’t forget Labor Day Weekend cruise to the 4th spoil 
island north of the Canaveral Locks; Johan wants to 
cook every night, so we’ll eat good with burgers, 
breakfasts and potluck. The sounding of the conch shell 
will announce every meal. There will be a fire on 
Saturday night and limbo contest. Sunday breakfast will 
be at 9:00 and we will enjoy Ken’s famous biscuits and 
gravy. Monday morning we’ll have a light breakfast and 
head home. Go offshore if you want and if you’re 
equipped…buddy up with other boats or crew. 
Remember that there is a Friday 3-6 restriction on SR3 
bridge on Barge Canal. Also, please bring firewood if 
you have any! 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
· Roland Norris brought exhaust loops from his 
Yanmar, clogged with carbon. Take a look…clean 
yours yearly at least! 
· SSCA GAM volunteers are needed…contact 
Brenda Merchberger. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None noted. 
 
With there being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Wheatley. Secretary ECSA 
 

 
It’s that time of the year…. 
ECSA Membership Dues are now due 
(well, now past due!)  
 
If you have already paid—THANK YOU! 
 
If not, won’t you be a good sailor and mail 
your dues today?   
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TREASURER'S 
REPORT  
  by 

Tom Schrader 

Income Statement  Fiscal YTD  

REVENUE Aug 07 Sep 06 - Aug 07 

Activities Income - 6,644.00 

Advertising Income - 1,148.00 

Membership Dues - 7,025.00 

Merchandise Income - 1,619.50 

Misc & Sunshine Income             - 672.00 

Total Revenue - 17,108.50 

EXPENSES   

Activities Expense - 8,684.46 

Bank Charge - 82.29 

Dues & Subscriptions - 28.00 

Insurance - 2,764.65 

Miscellaneous - 1,149.66 

Postage/Delivery 164.00 1,068.31 

Printing/Repro 79.25 1401.36 

Rent - 204.90 

Sales Tax - 99.69 

Sunshine Fund                - 400.00 

Total Expense 243.25 15,883.32 

Net Income (243.25) 1,225.18 

Balance Sheet as of August 31, 2007  

Assets   

Checking  1,408.08 

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00 

Security Deposit  100.00 

Total Assets  2450.08 

Liabilities & Net Worth  

Unrestricted Cash  6,432.86 

Retained Earnings  (5,207.96) 

Net Income  1,225.18 

Total Net Worth  2,450.08 

Sunshine Fund Balance: 40.47 

 
Commodore’s 

 Report  
 - cont’d…  

that the winters are very long and cold so 
sailing is out of the question except for June, 
July and August.  (I’ll take my chances on the 
hurricanes)   Al told me that he had two 
Perkins 4108’s ready to ship.  I was so excited!   
 
I called Dave Carter and asked him if he would 
contact Al and give us his opinion on the deal.  
I knew that Dave would ask the important 
engine questions.  Dave called me back later 
that same day and said that he thought the 
deal seemed like a good one.  The next 
morning I called Al back and he gave me the 
instructions for the wire transfer of funds, from 
our account to his.  
 
Okay, this is the part when many of you will 
probably raise your eyebrows.  I know how this 
whole transaction sounds.  We were to wire 
what we considered to be a great deal of 
money to Al’s account, for an engine that we 
didn’t know anything about, even if it existed or 
even ran.   Now to Donald Trump this amount 
of money was pocket change.  But to us it was 
more than we could afford to lose. The very 
next day, I went into our bank and wired the 
money from our account to his.  The day after 
that, our money was in Al’s account and 10 
days later, our new engine was delivered to 
Dave Carter’s shop just as Al had promised.  
Thank you Al. 
 
In these days and times when the news media 
only reports about horrible people doing 
horrendous things and about how our world is 
morally deteriorating, I choose to believe that 
there are loving people doing wonderful things.  
I choose to believe that most people are good 
and decent, trustworthy and kind.  I choose to 
believe that you can find goodness, if you give 
goodness a chance.  
 
Two weeks after receiving it, Dave Carter had 
that big, beautiful, blue engine sitting up all 
proud and pretty in the engine room and 
purring like a kitten. We can’t thank Dave 
Carter enough for his professionalism.  Dave 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 5) 



ANNUAL SEPTEMBER CRUISE  
TO TITUSVILLE & DIXIE CROSSROADS  

SEPTEMBER 22-23 
 

Once again it is time for some fun and good food 
at the Dixie Crossroads Restaurant, 1475 Garden 
Street, Titusville. Dinner will be on Saturday, Sep-
tember 22, at 5 p.m. Please be on time as they 
will not seat us until all are there. We can meet for 
some social time at 4:00 out on the deck of the 
restaurant. We will need a head count so please 
contact John or Loretta Schnitzius at 321-783-
1509 or by email at tuzigoot@bellsouth.net. There 
will also be a sign-up sheet at the September 
General Membership Meeting. We are asking for 
a few volunteers to swing by the marina to pick up 
any boaters who may need a ride to the restau-
rant. 
 
For those members planning to arrive by boat, the 
Titusville Municipal Marina will have slips avail-
able. To reserve a guest slip, please call the ma-
rina at 321-383-5600 with the length and width of 
your boat plus any electrical hookup needs. Tell 
them you are part of the ECSA group. For those 
planning to anchor out, there is a dinghy dock 
(there is no charge to our group to use the dinghy 
dock). We will be having a covered-dish breakfast 
on Sunday morning in the screened porch area. 
Coffee will be provided. 

 
  CRUISE  

QUARTERS  
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Commodore’s 

 Report  
 - cont’d…  

did exactly what he said he was going to do and he 
did it exactly when he said he would do it.  
 
And to our wonderful friend Joe Coleman, who is 
always there when we need him.  Joe is always willing 
to help not only us, but anyone who is in need.  Thank 
you Joe. We love you very much! 
 
And to all of you who called us and offered your help, 
we appreciate your support more than you know. 
 
Take a minute and look around because goodness is 
only a smile away. 
 
 
Happy Sails to You, 
 
Donna 

(Continued from page 4) 
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move on."  Don’t waste your time on things you 
cannot change.   
 
I begin pondering how paradoxical this thing time is 
but was abruptly jolted back to reality by the distant 
horns of the cruise ships -  "Brrmmppp, 
Brrrmmmppppppppp."  Ironic timing indeed!  I know 
without looking at my watch for confirmation that it is 
4:00 pm - regretfully, time is still my master and it is 
telling me that my play time is up.  Time to go 
home.  Like obedient children, back through the 
locks, down the barge canal and into our slip we 
go.   

(Continued from page 2) 

 
Vice Commodore’s 

 Report  
 - cont’d…  
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Member’s  

Classifieds  

FOR SALE:  1969 Morgan 41’ Aft Cockpit Center-
board Sloop.  Practical Sailor description:  
“Combines balance, beauty and comfort.”  Perkins 
engine, new mast, 2 yr old mainsail, roller furler, 
extra sails, autopilot, racing gear, GPS & wind in-
struments, bimini, rebuilt interior, clean and ready to 
go.  $40,000 or best offer.  Ashton Hough 321-783-
6737. 

FOR SALE: Mercury 9.9 hp short shaft outboard, 
like new, including transferable warranty  good thru 
03-111-09, flushing attachment, gas tank & hose, 
canvas engine cover.  10” RIB Hypalon Boat US 
(Avon) in good condition (no patches).  Dinghy & 
motor $2,200.00.  Contact Mike Wilson, mdwil-
son@cfl.rr.com or 321-779-5000. 

FOR SALE:  ’82 Catalina 30 Tallrig , 5’3”draft.  
New rigging, New 135, and fully batten Main, plus 
155 and 100. New mainsail cover and Bimini.  Many 
extras.  Good running atomic 4. 8’ dinghy with 2hp 
Honda 4stroke also available.  Asking $20,000.00.  
Call David Bishop,  H:  321-722-3763, CP: 321-693-
7067 
 
FOR SALE:  1987 Ericson 34’ Sloop with 23 HP 
Universal Diesel.  Also includes a 2004 Zodiac 9’ 
dinghy with cover and 5 hp Yamaha outboard. Ex-
tremely well maintained with lots of extras, including 
Adler Barbour refrigeration, separate top loading ice 
box, Robertson hydraulic autopilot, 16,000 BTU 
central A/C, fixed mounted 120 watt solar panel 
mounted on custom built arch, high-output alterna-
tor, flat-panel TV and DVD player, hi-capacity house 
battery bank, hot-water heater, recent barrier coat 
and bottom point, etc, etc. $62,500. Call Clint at 
321-779-0229 or for more info go to http://
home.cfl.rr.com/islandgirl. 
 
FOR SALE:  36’ center cockpit Watkins. Many 
new and like new items, e.g. sails, Mackpack, roller 
furler, Garmin color GPS, custom bimini etc.  Strong 
Perkins 4-108 52 hp diesel. Call Kay Sparrow at 
772-473-9394. Priced at $38,000 OBO. 
 
Place your sailing classified ad here… ( f r e e  t o 
members.)  Just contact Brenda Merchberger via e-
mail: bmerch@cfl.rr.com or  phone 321-917-3698. 

 
  CRUISE  

QUARTERS  
 

Cruise to Conch Key Grille  
 August 11, 2007 

Hosts: Don & Joanne Theriault 
 
What a great weekend for a cruise! The sailors of 
the ECSA had a wonderful turnout for dinner at 
Conch Key Grille. There were 51 of us laughing 
and eating Florida seafood; 8 came by boat and 43 
by car. Our friends who came by boat were Joe 
and Karen Coleman on Alibi; Chris, Susan and 
Park Conrad on LaLeLu; Clay Bergeron and Pat 
O’Brien on Ariel; Jim Edwards and Lynde West on 
Squall; Tom and Mary Ann O’Shea on Southern 
Comfort; Tom and Barb Schrader on Marigot; 
Wright Massey on Circe; Dennis and Evelyn 
O’Hare on Aibhilin brought their friends Hamp and 
Denise; Ralph Crawford and Winnie Lambert on 
Oriyo. Our friends who came by car were Jim and 
Donna Oyer; Karen Lee and Carol Wheatley, Rich-
ard Bruning and Bob Cahall came by jet ski; Dave 
and Gail Cordial; Bill and Karen Deitemeyer; Jean 
Freeman; Bob and Adrianne Goldstein; Neil and 
Sally Hodgson; Edwin and Gertrud Kissenberth; 
Bob Wiley; John and Loretta Schnitzius; George 
and Emalyn Utting; Ron, Pam and Kristen Van-
derveer; Ken, Pam and Brandon Windsor and 
Ken’s parents, Shirley and Ken Windsor. 
 
We all had a great time and everyone enjoyed the 
evening! See you again next year at Conch Key 
Grille.  
 
Don & Joanne Theriault 
impulsesailor@yahoo.com 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 372054 

Satellite Beach  FL 32937-0054 

 ECSA  2007 Race & Cruise Schedule  

Date Event Contact 

Sept 1 - 3 Cape Canaveral Ocean Cruise Neve/Windsor 

Sept 15 Fall Series #2 Yates 

Sept 16 Fall Women’s #3 Delmater 

Sept 22 - 23 Cruise to Titusville & Dixie Crossroads Dinner Schnitzius  

Sept 29 Fall Women’s #4 Delmater 

Oct 6 Fall Series #3 Yates 

Oct 13 - 14 Boy Scout Island Fish Fry Cruise Theriault/Windsor 

Nov 10 Single Handed Race Yates 

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa  
 for the most up-to-date information on   

the ECSA race schedule & race winners. 


