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THOUGHTS FROM
YOUR COMMODORE

Ken Windsor

Green Ghosts

It was one of those rough days at work. The kind
you could just run from. Corporate politics were flying
everywhere and all of a sudden all your security just
felt rocky. As this war of words was being waged all
around me my mind drifted to the sea where it often
does in times like this. | just need to be on the boat, |
thought. My son Brandon had just last night declared
for no particular reason; “let's go sailing”. Wish | could
| said and went about my daily chores. But this day
that’s all that made sense. On the way home | called
Pam and asked her if she wanted to go. Of course
was her reply.

A brief stop at home and | was headed for the boat
to get her ready. Pam called me and said she invited
some friends and they would be joining us shortly. We
were ready to go about half past five but the guests
didn’'t show till 7:30. Not to be deterred | suggested
going up near the restricted area of Nasa and just go-
ing back and forth since the wind was out of the east.
On the way we were approached by a dolphin pod
that seemed to want to play. After obliging them by
circling several times it was off for our little sail. It
turned out to be just enough wind to turn the motor off
and have some good relaxation time. Outside of
dodging markers and power line supports in the dark
that is. It turned out to be a really great time.

As it grew darker we began to see the green glow
of our wake. One of our favorite things this time of
year is the phosphorescence or whatever scientific
name you might want to give it. Its just one of those
things you look at and say “cool”. Tonight we were in
for a little twist we hadn’t seen yet. As we began our
return to the marina we began to approach the same
area the dolphins’ were on the way out. | heard a high
pitched LOOK from the bow and | slowed the boat.

All of a sudden it was like being in the haunted
house at Disney world. The dolphins swam under and
around the boat and in the phosphorescence they and
the trail they left looked like green ghosts. You could
even see them turn on their side and look up at you
as they passed. By this time we had stopped the boat
and just watched in amazement as they darted in and
out. Just off the cockpit one had put his tail up in the
air and Brandon said LOOK. Just as we all did, the
dolphin used his tail to splash water at us and the
shower of water created little green dots everywhere.
They were toying with us. | truly believe they thought

(Continued on page 7)

VIEW FROM THE
q VICE
COMMODORE...

Bob Cahall

40 Days and the 40th Night

Chris and | spent 40 days in the Bahamas this past
summer and every day we experienced something
new and exciting. We have become quite comfortable
and confident with our boat. We have gone to the Ba-
hamas for three years in a row and every crossing
has been different. A couple of our crossings the wind
and waves were stronger and larger than we would
have liked to have gone through but in the end we
made it. We have become more confident with each
trial that we have gone through successfully. With our
very first crossing we experienced 25 to 30 knot winds
with 8 ft. waves in the middle of the stream at night. |
thought to my self, “What was | thinking, what am |
doing out here”. We made it just fine, the boat han-
dled the seas and the next day the sun came up and
the dolphins played at the bow. The crossing home
was 6 ft. following seas and a 10 knot wind. Our sec-
ond crossing we again hit high winds and seas. We
had a bolt come out of our mast that held our lower
four shrouds and we almost lost the mast but we were
able to handle the crisis and still get across. Then for
our third year we decided to do a 40 hour crossing
from Ft. Pierce to the Berry Islands. We had huge
thunder and lighting storms all around us most of the
way. But we made it with no problems. This brings me
to our last crossing, coming home after 40 days. We
woke up that morning at Sail Key and headed west
toward Ft. Pierce. We had done this trip twice before
and were not to concerned about much, we were just
looking forward to getting home. We looked at the
weather and there was a big low over the keys mov-
ing north east and it looked like it might run into us.
We commented to each other that we could get
through this storm, it might get a little rough but we
have been through stuff like this before. Well, we got
about two hours from the bank. The storm got much
bigger and now we were headed into 8 - 10 ft waves
and the winds were on our nose at 65 MPH+. We
looked at the weather and saw that we were not in the
worst of it yet. It got to the point that we could not
make headway so we had to turn the boat around and
head back toward Sail key. With our sails down and
the engine in neutral the storm blew us back at 6+
knots for 5 hours before we could turn around and try
to head back home. It was still rough going until we
got off of the bank. Once in deeper water the storm

(Continued on page 8)
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SECRETARY’S

\ REPORT
\ By:

Mary Ann'O’Shea

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, September 9, 2009

Board Members Present:  Ken Windsor, Bob Cahall,
Jim Edwards, Mary Ann O'Shea.

Not present: Gil Paradies, Dave Cordial, Dave Mer-
chberger, and DonTheriault.

CALL TO ORDER: Commodore Ken Windsor called
the meeting to order at 7:08 pm. Following introduc-
tion of the board members, fleet captains, program
chairs, and past commodores, Ken welcomed several
guests.

Jim Roberts, a guest last year, just back from
Australia, sailed from Trinidad, 10,443 nautical
miles.

Michael S., lived in Miami until 8 months ago, vis-
iting former sailor, now has a trawler.

Gary Johnson, Cocoa Beach, used to live on a
sailboat.

NEW MEMBER: No new applications

SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS: Motions
were made, seconded and carried to approve the min-
utes of the August 12, 2009 General Membership
meeting and the August Treasurer's report, as pub-
lished in the September Foot, Tack & Clew.

COMMODORE Ken Windsor :

Nominating committee for next year's officers is
now being formed. If asked to take part, please
consider seriously. Ken will not seek 3" year as
commodore so that position will be open.

Mediterranean cruise on Oct 10-11 will be hosted
by Erik and Dominique Haas at their home in
Rockledge, south of Cocoa village, near the river.
Lat and long in newsletter are incorrect, but their
boat Marathi will be there as a marker. Erik and
Dominique will provide Mediterranean food. De-
tails in newsletter. Bring your own chairs, des-
serts, drinks. There is a dock for dinghies. Erik
has requested the loan of a large barbecue grill;
let Ken know if you have one. PLEASE sign up
for this one since they are generously providing

the food and need to know how many people
are coming.

Pinedaville:

" Pinedaville cruise will be a little different this
year. The Board of Governors is acting as
planning committee. Events will be toned
down; no costumes. Theme is Pinedaville
Beach Party/Luau. There will be a registra-
tion table and attendees and their guests
must sign in to get a name tag before going
through the food line, to minimize the num-
ber of drifters (a problem in the past).

Signup sheets on the table for (1) Pine-
daville beach cleanup at 9am on November
7" for a couple of hours, to widen the beach
by about 10 feet, and (2) 2pm Friday after-
noon, November 13", to setup the band-
stand, etc.

Nominations for King and Queen will be so-
licited by email in early October. Top 3
nominations will be voted on at the registra-
tion table. Write-ins will also be permitted.
There is a need for firewood (not pressure
treated) and for ice.

Chris Cahall will be DJ, will accept requests.
Gil Paradies will provide wood pallets for the
DJ equipment.

Three canopies will be required; let Ken
know if you have one to lend.

Karen Coleman will provide the latrine, but
needs new curtains.

Ken will prepare pulled pork and buns, pro-
vided by the club.

Potluck categories will be by boat size.
Dinner will be at 5pm, preceded by conch-
blowing contest at 4:30 (the only scheduled
game)

Other games will be announced throughout
the afternoon and evening.

Breakfast on Sunday at 8:30am followed by
cleanup — volunteers needed!

Over 60% of membership renewals have been
received; please send in the rest.

Newsletter editor position has still not been
filled. This is an important vehicle for club com-
munication. Please consider stepping up to be
trained by the Merchbergers before the end of
the year.

Marine Flea Market at Melbourne Yacht Club on
Oct.19. Page Proffitt has reserved a booth (one
car space in parking lot); if you have a couple of
things to sell, let Page know. Volunteers are

(Continued on page 9)




TREASURER'S

FOR SALE: FOR

15 HP Johnson out-
board , 1994 short shaft,
original owner. Runs —Y |
great, always starts.

Owner's manual, 6 gal fuel tank, TWC-3 out-
board oil, and spare prop. Used one month a
year since 1994 on dinghy in Bahamas and
then stored inside. Motor stand not in-
cluded. 321-41-3991 or walta-
dams@yahoo.com. $850.00

Foldable Six-
speed bicycles,
new in box,
$135. Bob Ca-
hall 321-779-
9282.

Roberta | eMoine

|nteriors, Jnc.

Unique Custom Interiors
19.8 6 Cal 25 and Consultations
spinnaker, roller
furling, good
condition inside
and out, teak
interior, univer-
sal 10hp. The
boat smells and
looks clean.
Surveyed at
$12,000 asking
$5,900. Bob
Cahall 321-779-

(321) 757-7515
(321) 757-7326 [Fax

FL LicID #oooz49+

Robcrta L LeMoinc, ASID

roborta@rldcsisnstudio.com

9282.

24’ J Boat Sloop—1978 Fast & Fun, race/
cruise/steel blue. New bottom job, topside
non-skid paint, J/24 Mainsail cover, 4 sails &
spinnaker, safety gear, GPO, 4HP Evinrude
o/b motor, and more. $4,500 or best offer.
Call 321-446-0371

West Marine 9’ ft Inflatable dinghy - excel-
lent condition, minimal use. $1,000 obo.
Contact: Joe Coleman 321-773-3265.

REPORT
by
Gil Paradies
Income Statement Year to Date
REVENUE Sep09  Sep 09 - Aug 10
Activities Income - -
Advertising Income 40.00 40.00
Membership Dues 3,965.00 3,965.00
Merchandise Income - -
Misc & Sunshine Income - -
Total Revenue 4,005.00 4,005.00
EXPENSES
Activities Expense 12.21 12.21
Bank Charge - -
Dues/Subscriptions 34.00 34.00
Insurance - -
Miscellaneous 32.85 32.85
Postage/Delivery 17.60 17.60
Printing/Office 4,76 476
Rent - -
Sales Tax 3.15 3.15
Sunshine Fund - -
Total Expense 104.57 104.57
Net Income 3,900.43 3,900.43
Balance Sheet as of September 30, 2009
Assets
Checking 5,745.87
Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00
Restricted Cash (Sunshine Fund) 449.75
Security Deposit 100.00
Total Assets 7,237.62
Liabilities & Net Worth
Unrestricted Cash 6,432.86
Retained Earnings (3,095.67)
Net Income 3,900.43
Total Net Worth 7,237.62

Please notify Newsletter Editor (Brenda Mer-
chberger) at bmerch@cfl.rr.com for new items or

if an item For Sale should be removed from this

listing
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Cruise
Info... _

=

Pinedaville 2009

Well its time for Pinedaville 2009! Please read on as
there are many changes this year. There really isn't a
set theme this year except standard “beach party” attire.
Come as you are on your boat or wear loud Hawaiian
shirts, whatever suits you. Nominations for King and
Queen will be done by email prior to the event.

The official kickoff will be at noon on Saturday as in
past years. When you arrive at the beach please stop
by our registration booth and get your hand stamped or
pickup nametag, not sure which yet to give you en-
trance to the buffet area. All your guests must be with
you as no one will be admitted without a hand stamp or
nametag. At the registration table you will have an op-
portunity to vote for the Pinedaville King and Queen,
voting closed once dinner is served. The winners will be
announced from the DJ booth sometime after dinner
when the votes have been tallied. Music will be provided
by our own Bob and Chris Cahall. If you have anything
you would like to hear they will be taking requests.

At 4:30 pm we will have the Conch blowing contest and
dinner will follow. Other games will be announced
throughout the evening such as Limbo, Hula Hoop con-
test, etc The club will be providing pulled pork and BBQ
Sauce cooked up by me, your commodore. We are ask-
ing member to bring other food items according to boat
size and or mode of transportation as follows:

Landlubbers: hors d'oeuvres, chips, dips, salsas,
etc.

0 to 29 ft vessels: dessert type foods

30 to 35 ft vessels: salads; macaroni, potato, green
etc..

35 ft and above: hot side dishes such as potatoes,
beans, rice etc.

We have a large need for firewood so if you have it,
bring it. Beach fires will start sometime near dark and
s'mores will be provided by our past commodores,
David and Brenda Merchberger. We plan to enjoy our-
selves well into the evening so come ready to have a
good time.

The next morning we will have a potluck breakfast at
8:30 followed by a beach cleanup and breakdown. Any
help will be appreciated. Look forward to see you there!

Labor Day Cruise
By: Karen Coleman

We always loved the concept of the traditional Labor
Day cruise: sail up to anchor in the Banana River
north of the lock and have a nice ocean sail on the
Sunday. Unfortunately, more often than not, the
typical Labor Day weekend weather didn't allow us
that lovely day on the ocean, so we decided to try a
new venue for the cruise this year.

The Saturday weather forecast showed scattered
storms, but we had rented pavilions at Rotary Park,
so we knew we'd have shelter there. When we ar-
rived, Carol Wheatley and Mason were already there
on Bodacious. After we had anchored and put up
our party flags, Joe inflated my kayak. Then | looked
up the river and asked Joe to take a picture of the
airplane flying very low down the river toward us. It
flew lower and lower and made what looked like a
touch-and go landing after it passed us. Then it
turned north, landed in the water, and circled around
through the anchored boats on its way onto the
beach at Conch Key Grille. It didn’t have the pon-
toons of amphibious planes | had seen before — the
body of the plane was the hull, there was a fender-
size pontoon under each wing, and the engine was
on the top. It looked tiny, but two people and a dog
got out and went in for lunch.

| was ready to jump into the kayak for a paddle,
when | looked down and saw a huge manatee at our
stern. He was “nuzzling” the ladder and “flossing”
with the ladder rope. He stayed right there at least
an hour, even after we pulled the ladder and line up
and | wouldn’t get into the kayak with him there. Fi-
nally the plane taxied through the anchorage and
took off and our monstrous visitor left too. Mean-
while other boats had arrived and we were watching
the storm clouds to the south. The weather GPS
showed them moving along 1-95, but Carol hoped to
avoid them by returning to her dock. The rest of us
went to the main pavilion, because it was big enough
to protect us from rain blowing in from any direction.
If a bad storm blew through, the big concrete rest-
rooms would keep us safe. As it happened, we had
some drizzly rain, but poor Carol and Mason ran into

(Continued on page 6)
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Labor Day Cruise
continued

(Continued from page 5)
a horrendous storm that had them heeling over — with
no sails up — and it lasted all their way home.

We stayed in the pavilion as more boats anchored
and most of us ate enough hors d'oeuvres to count as
supper. Ken Windsor called Joe to request a dinghy
ride from Imagine to shore. Unfortunately both of
Pam’s hands had gotten caught between the chain
and a cleat and they looked pretty bad. An ambu-
lance arrived and the medics thought some fingers
were broken, so they recommended that Pam take
their ride to the ER for priority treatment. It wasn't
until the next morning that we learned that she had
returned to the boat - with no breaks, but a lot of soft
tissue damage. She was happy that she had a work-
ing thumb and forefinger peeking out of the bandage
wrapping on each hand. And we were all happy that
she was okay.

Sunday morning we had our usual potluck breakfast.
Throughout the day the weather was fine and more
boats arrived at the anchorage. Brandon and | ex-
plored a bit on our kayaks and sailors visited on their
boats or in the pavilion. CJ and RL Johnson sailed in
on Irish Eyes and their friends, Joe and Pat Deene,
brought RL’s truck full of sound equipment so he
could entertain us during the afternoon and evening.
We all shared hors d’oeuvres; then when the grills
were hot, we cooked whatever we had brought and
enjoyed the wonderful (as usual) potluck dinner and
desserts. We had group karaoke singing and some
dancing and mingled with old and new friends. There
were several boats from Manatee Cove Marina and
we hope that we'll get a few new ECSA members
among them. RL said he'd like to host a cruise with
us next year, so we'll be sure and schedule another
one at Rotary Park. 1 think everyone agreed that it
was a fun place to meet.

Monday morning we had another potluck breakfast
before packing up to leave. The weather was good
for a nice slow sail home.

| hope that everyone that attended signed in. There
may have been two more boats, but we have racked
our brains and cannot think what they may be. Here’s
what we have:

Joe and Karen Coleman on Alibi; Carol Wheatley and
Mason on Bodacious; Glenn, Lisa and Sophia Parker

on Wanderer; Clay Bernichon and Pat O’'Brien on Ariel;
George and Terry Schorn on Serena; Jerry and Dixie
Sansom on Borne Free Il; Ken and Pam Windsor on
Imagine, Paul and Carla Stewart in Isla (never ashore);
Eric Haas and Brandon Windsor on Marathi; Tom and
MaryAnn O’Shea with daughter and son-in-law Claire
and Ed Walsh on Southern Comfort; CJ and RL John-
son on lIrish Eyes; Norm and Roberta LeMoine with
grandchildren (cousins), Tarah and Dylan LeMoine,
and Bob and Linda Norway on Cat’s Meow; Gregg and
Dania Billman with daughter Becca and niece Erin on
Cruzan Rhumb IlI; Lloyd and Michelle French on Seas-
a-Breeze; and Tom and Diane Bouthiller on Happy
Our’s.

Land cruisers were Chet Young, who brought bags of
ice that lasted through the weekend; Madge and John
Taylor, who came to visit all three days; Jim Roberts
and Nancy Abbott, just back from sailing to Australia;
Alan, Jennifer, Daniel, Amanda and Adam Clendinen;
Bob Wiley; Dave Cordial; Charlie Millsaps; Bob and
Adrienne Goldstein; Ross Herbert; Dave and Marcie
Huston; Gary Johnson; Grace Carroll; Bob Cahall; and
Joe and Pat Deene.

1

Cruising Awards
***Submissions Due ***

Did you....

" Log the greatest distance offshore?
Log the greatest distance while cruis-
ing to and in the Bahamas?

Log the greatest single cruise distance
while cruising in Florida waters?
Participated in the most ECSA spon-
sored weekend cruises?

Log the greatest distance on a single
voyage in a motor vessel?

Log the greatest accumulative cruise
distance in inland waterways to a desti-
nation outside of Florida?

For the *“official” Cruising Award criteria,
please see page 17 of the ECSA 2009 di-
rectory. For award consideration, please
send a brief itinerary to Page Proffitt at
pagep@pageproffitt.com no later than De-
cember 1st.




THOUGHTS FROM
YOUR COMMODORE

Continued....

(Continued from page 2)

the glow was as fun to play we did.

After a good long while taking in the whole fantastic
vision we headed in. That had to be one of the coolest
things | have ever seen. | hope | am blessed to see it
again some time. You just never know what's going to
happen when you drop those lines and head out for a
little sail.

See you on the water,
Ken
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VIEW FROM THE
VICE
COMMODORE...

Continued

Women’s Racing
by Rochelle Yates

(Continued from page 2)
passed and the ocean got flat. It was easy going
from there. The next morning coming into Ft.
Pierce we heard on the news about a big low that
passed over the area the night before that
stretched from Miami to the Bahamas and about a
boat that went down off of the port. | told Chris that
next time | am going to wait, that | do not need an-
other “40™ night” if | can prevent it.

Mermaid Regatta Photos
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SECRETARY’S
REPORT

By:
Mary Ann O’Shea

(Continued from page 3)

welcome to help to distribute ECSA membership
information.

SSCA Gam is the same weekend as Pinedaville,
so ECSA will not participate this year.

VICE COMMODORE Bob Cahall

Annual banquet will be held at the Melbourne Yacht
Club on January 9, 2010. It will be a formal catered
dinner, with music, dancing, and discount bar rates,
for up to 100 people. Lots of good raffle items, in-
cluding $350 kayak and other items from the recent
West Marine store closing. No head table this year.
There are two open boat slips at MYC on the outside
dock, but members have priority. Awards are still be-
ing discussed; open to members' input.

REAR COMMODORE Jim Edwards

Jim encouraged people to come to the annual
banquet to see the Melbourne Yacht Club facili-
ties. Simon Koumijian was heavily involved in their
recent remodeling.

Del Wiese reported that the PHRF renewal period
is now the calendar year, coincident with the rac-
ing season. Notices will be going out shortly.
Mermaid regatta is scheduled for September 26-
27, a fun event for women's racing. Eight big
boats will race on Saturday and small boats on
Sunday.

Lynde West is trying to generate interest in 2-
person boat races. She is currently the only one
and looking for some competition.

River Racing — Tom Knowlton:

Fall series has started with their first race, with the
addition of a couple more J-24s, one of which tied
with Mouse.

Next women's race is Saturday, Sept. 12". Next
ECSA race is Sept. 16.

Cruising — Page Proffitt:

Karen Coleman reported on the Labor Day cruise.
Saturday brought a seaplane landing on the river and
a 12-foot manatee visiting Alibi. Rescue squad came
later that evening (Pam Windsor had a bad encounter
with anchor chain and cleat but has no broken bones).

Weather threatened; one cruiser tried to run and ended
up running into the storm. RL Johnson brought in DJ
equipment and karaoke on Sunday; all had a great
time.

Women's Racing — Rochelle Yates: _not present

OLD BUSINESS:

Jennifer Clendinen is looking for volunteers to take boy
scouts out sailing in October. Joe Coleman suggested
Saturday morning, October 3", rather than a Tuesday
evening. Joe and Carol Wheatley have agreed to host
some scouts on their boats. Jennifer has 15-20 scouts
and parents to accommodate. Please consider volun-
teering to participate.

NEW BUSINESS: none

50-50 drawing yielded $32 each for the winner, Dave
Hutson and the club.

With there being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:43 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann O'Shea
Secretary

NOTE: Correction to Lat/Lon
of our October Cruise

- Mediterranean
Themed Cruise
Oct10-11

N
By: Cruise Hosts Erik &
Dominique Haas

Please note the approximate location
of the anchorage is:

28.18.50N and 80.42.18W

Look for Marathi anchored
at this location
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Upcoming ECSA 2009 Race & Cruise Events
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