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Next General Membership Meeting

| Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd)
Latitude 28° 09' North, Longitude 80° 36' West

Vﬂ/lp ‘\'\ :

ANLE

i
I
..

I é! , i‘
i e “

John Langdon presents
ARacing with

\
W\
A
v
AR
2 — T

MAY Calendar of Local Sailing Events

1-2 ECSA Progressive Dinner / Samsons Island Workday
1-2 PCYC Cinco de Mayo Regatta
2 MYC Small Boat Sunday
5 IRYC Spring #6
7 MYC Summer Rum Race #1
12 ECSA General Membership Meeting
12 IRYC Spring #7
15-16 IRYC Brevard Challenge
16 MYC Small Boat Sunday
19 IRYC Summer Wednesday #1
21 MYC Summer Rum Race #2
22 ECSA Spring -Summer Race #3
23 IRYC Winter Race #5
26 IRYC Summer Wednesday #2
29-31 ECSA North Banana River Islands Cruise
29 MYC Ladiesd6 Spring Fling
30 MYC Small Boat Sunday
JUNE Calendar of Local Sailing Events
2 IRYC Summer Wednesday #3
4 MYC Summer Rum Race #3
5 ECSA Womends Spring Race #5
9 IRYC Summer Wednesday #4

More on the calendar in your directory . . .
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Foot, Tack & Clew

is the official newsletter of the East Coast Sailing Association

and is mailed to the membership each month or available at http://www.ecsasail.com.

The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the East Coast Sailing Association.



VIEW FROM THE

THOUGHTS FROM VICE
YOUR COMMODORE COMMODORE
John Geraci Del Wiese
Island Love Sail / Race Events

A while ago, my son, Charles, and his girlfriend, Wendy,
announced to Lynda and me that they were going to get
married. When we heard the wedding plans (justice of
the peace, and just the two of them), we were disap-
pointed at not being there to see them off on a new life.
We got to thinking, since we were going to the Bahamas
in May, why not have them come along and get married
there? They looked at each other and instantly agreed
1 perfect! After some quick checking, we found the Ba-
hamian wedding would be valid for the United States, so
we were now on the fast track. We decided on Hope
Town beach for the location. The kids wanted a sunset
wedding, but Bahamian tradition says that marriages
must be completed before sunset.

We were down to weeks away, tracking the weather
and looking for the optimum crossing. To ensure an
easy passage, we moved Avventura and our buddy
boat, Sea Turtle, down to Lighthouse Point the week
before. Lynda and | packed so much food and drinks
that | thought | would need an import license. On the
morning of our departure, we set out of Hillsborough
Inlet at first light. During the transition from the inlet into
the ocean, we hit a good sized standing wave which
caused the bow to rise up about six feet and drop as far.
The next thing | knew, al

be roused before taking off, were in the cockpit. After
all, who can sleep through starting the diesel auxiliary,
motoring down the waterway for a couple of hundred
yards, opening a bridge, and enduring a six-foot drop?

The next ten hours were uneventful T it was a great
crossing as the dark blue Gulf Stream was calm and the
skies were clear. As is the case in most long distance
trips, the wind was the on
was on the nose the whole crossing! We made the
jump across playing Jimmy Buffet songs, dancing in the
cockpit and keeping watch for large ships running north
in the Stream. We anchored off of West End and spent
a quiet night with a spectacular show of stars all above.
Even the water was magical with luminescence.

Because we had to be in Hope Town, we started island
hopping. (1 f itds Tuesda
and Ni pper 6s, or was that
goes?). The kids took advantage at every landfall to

(Continued on page 6)

Now | know what wrMaty Arm éenit ab
reminder that my input is due today, and | have not
been able to conjure up anything interesting to write
about. So | guess | will just have to write about the sail-
ing related things going on in my life. Last month | men-
tioned that we had dropped out of the Ft. Lauderdale to
Charleston race (along with everybody else) because
we could not meet the time limit, and that | was consid-
ering doing the Gulfstreamer, an every other year race
from Ponce Inlet to Charleston. | am still considering it,
or to be more specific, | am searching for ocean racing
experienced crew (2 each) because several of my regu-
l ar crew can 6t Therade starts May 28" a
and the search is still underway. See next m ¢
port for the final story.

| have been coordinating with Tom Knowlton and Page
Proffitt to see if we can get some interest going for infor-
mal fun type cruiser racing, borrowing from the MYC
Rum Racing format. We were thinking of an inaugural
race on June 19", in concert with the cruise to Squid
Lips. However there is

day which would seem to mean our inaugural needs to
be a different date. Stay tuned for further information.
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Titaszille SiliegeGup has thelr springwdygatta en@ aidd
9 May, and 9 May I like radiogt upe
there but will have to race Saturday only, due both to
crew and wife/mother-in-law issues. | love my mother-in
-law (and my wife, too) and would not miss celebrating
mombés day with them both.

Heart of Sailing continues to be active. We took five

special education students out today, from MYC. Jim

| Henty,Rlack Rjbb, tE¢kartt Schdeiddr mrl Caral \Wleeatleyr
volunteered their boats with crew help from Becky
Henry, Jim Boyd, Page Proffitt and Rochelle
Yates. Ross Herbert contributed with a group pic-
ture. MYC and ECSA members continue to be excel-
lent support to Heart of Sailing and all efforts are truly
appreciated. You really have to personally experience
one of the day sails to comprehend how much apprecia-
tion the participants and their families have for all in-

yvohed. must be Great Guana
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