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Remember -

***No June Meeting ***

Next General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, July 8, 2009 - 7:00 p.m.

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd)
Latitude 28° 09' North, Longitude 80° 36' West

July Presentation from Larry Broome, Yacht Masters on
“What Yacht Brokers don’t want you to know!”

JUNE Calendar of L OCAL SAILING EVENTS
MYC Summer Rum #3

TSC Street Party & Regatta

ECSA NO ECSA GENERAL MEETING
PCYC Mermaid Regatta

IRYC Spring #5

MYC Small Boat Sunday

ECSA Titusville Cruise/Dixie Crossroads
MYC Summer Rum #4

ECSA Spring #4

ECSA Women's Winter #5

MYC Small Boat Sunday

JULY Calendar of L OCAL SAILING EVENTS

MYC Summer Rum #5
ECSA Cocoa Village Fireworks Cruise
PCYC Firecracker Regatta
ECSA General Membership Meeting
MYC Small Boat Sunday
MYC Summer Rum #6

...more events to be posted

Foot, Tack & Clew is the official newsletter of the East Coast Sailing Association
and is mailed to the membership each month or available at http://www.ecsasail.com.
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THOUGHTS FROM |
YOUR COMMODORE

Ken Windsor

The Winds of Change

The temperature and humidity is rising and spring
is definitely in the air. Ahead lies another great sailing
season, good times with friends and experiences to
remember, learn from, and some to forget. As |
walked through our marina tonight | sensed change.
This worldwide economic crisis has hit everywhere.
For sale signs adorn more boats than ever and many
slips, once hard to come by, lay empty. At last count
our marina had 60 slips available. The marina dance
started months ago as people’s lives began to feel the
stress of our situation. Many friends moved to marinas
with lower fees, some are now moored in the river.
Some just took off and headed for the islands.

| have sat in friend’s cockpits and ECSA meetings
and it seems so many have lost their jobs or know
someone who has. | wonder how bad it will affect our
lifestyle in the end. God only knows. It seems if they
can’'t get money from you one way, they are imposing
fees you have no choice about and taking it another
way. Unemployment has sky rocketed and bars and
restaurants once full are hurting for business. The
ripple effect seems to just go on and on.

For those unaffected yet financially there are many
opportunities to get great deals on boats, equipment
and just about everything you can think of. For all of
us though, there is the serenity that you get just get-
ting out there on the water with the sails full and your
favorite tunes playing. Everything seems to fade away
as the bow cuts through the water and the sunlight
shimmers back at you. No matter what your situation
you can’t deny we have it better than many. At least
we have sailing to hang on to and having adventure in
your life and the ability to dream is always healthy.

Although we are in tough times | am super charged
and ready for a great season. We are on a countdown
to take off and have new experiences in new places
with new people and old friends. Although we’ve now
had our new boat a year it still seems as though we
have much to do to get her ready.

We as a club have so much to look forward to this
year. Great cruises, great races and close friendships
that are bonded by our passion. | for one am thankful
for it all and for all of you that join me in this great ad-
venture. Let us be strong as a club and caring friends
who encourage those who are facing tough times.
This is America and we are strong, it will get better.
Until then, let’s just go sailing.

VIEW FROM THE
VICE
COMMODORE...

Bob Cahall

Ready or not...here we go......

As | write this article, Chris and | are getting ready to
leave for the Exumas in 7 days. The last two years we
went to the Abacos and it seemed like it took a long
time to get ready to go. Actually, it seemed like we
were getting ready up until the time we left. Upon
leaving we asked each other, “so did we forget any-
thing?” So this time, Chris and | have been getting
ready since the day we got back form last years trip.
Now it is 7 days and counting and | asked Chris, “Are
we ready yet?”

His reply went something like not even close or
some thing like that. Then we talked about what was
left. The list seemed never ending and | started to get
overwhelmed. Buy food & fuel. Change the engine oil,
transmission oil, oil filter, primary and secondary fuel
filters. Fill and treat the water tank then empty and
refill with filtered water. Inventory every compartment
on the boat and restock with everything we will or
might need for the next 6 weeks. And if that was not
enough we got a flyer in the mail from West Marine
and they were having a sale on a slew of items that
we decided would be nice to have like a macerator
pump for the head, a battery combiner charging relay
for the two new 8-D AGM batteries we just installed
and LED lights for the cabin and mast light. Then the
thought came up in my mind, “If we are not ready, are
we almost ready?’ | thought about that and decided
that | am not sure if we could ever be 100% “ready”
and that means that we could never be “almost
ready” . | guess we will be ready whenever we leave,
what ever that day is, and not a moment sooner. It
seems to me if we waited until we were ready we
would never leave the dock. maybe that is why some
people never do a bhig trip, they never feel like they
are ready to go.

Well, ready or not, of course “not”, Chris and | are
really looking forward to a fantastic voyage to the
southern tip of the Exumas, then back up to the Sea
of Abaco to visit some old friends. We will let you all
know in August how it went, how close to ready we
really got. Then we can start to get ready for next
years trip.
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SECRETARY’S
REPORT

\>

By:
Mary Ann O’Shea

N

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
General Membership Meeting
Wednesday, May 13, 2009

Board Members Present - Flag Officers: Ken Win-
dsor, Bob Cahall, Jim Edwards, Mary Ann O'Shea and
Gil Paradies. Elected Governors : Dave Merchberger.
Not present: Elected Governors Dave Cordial and Don
Theriault

CALL TO ORDER: Commodore Ken Windsor called
the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. Following introduction
of the board members, fleet captains, program chairs,
and past commodores, Ken welcomed one guest, John
Ehler, invited by Page Proffitt. John has a house on the
Indian River and a 22' Catalina.

NEW MEMBERS: Ed and Pat Carlson, 30' Cape Dory
ketch, SKYWIND, returning former ECSA members
(and musicians) were approved for membership.

SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS: Motions were
made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of
the April 8, 2009 general membership meeting and the
April Treasurer's report, as published in the Foot, Tack
& Clew.

COMMODORE Ken Windsor :

Ken presented Rochelle Yates with an overdue gift
from the awards banquet, with corrected boat name.

Page Proffitt will host the June 14-15 Titusville /
Dixie Crossroads cruise.

John Schnitzius reported that the Marine Pro semi-
nar was worthwhile; he learned a lot.

There will be no general membership meeting in
June. There will be a regular meeting in July and a
potluck in August. Bring your cruising tales to that
one!

Thanks to the Merchbergers and Keanes for to-
night's refreshments.

VICE COMMODORE Bob Cabhall

Plans for next year's awards banquet (January 9,
2010) are still evolving. Bob would like a contact at
the Melbourne Yacht Club to check out the possi-
bilities there. Food will be a catered buffet or
served dinner, not potluck. We plan not to have
members responsible for setup and/or teardown,
whatever the location. Options for alcohol, keg, etc

are being investigated. Head table will be eliminated
so that board members can sit with family / friends.
Music options include mood music for cocktails and
dance music. Chris Cahall (volunteer DJ) will take
specific music requests in November. Dress will re-
main dressy, coat and tie — it's only once a year!
Email Bob if you have any other suggestions,
thoughts, concerning the banquet.

REAR COMMODORE Jim Edwards

Jim is planning a race for cruisers during the Labor
Day weekend cruise and would like to get an idea of
how many would participate in a fun race that week-
end. He will post the question in next month's Foot,
Tack & Clew. Cruiser/racers will be given credit for
grills and dinghies on board their boats. Other sug-
gestions for a fun race are welcome.

This weekend is the Brevard Challenge in Cocoa.

Cruising — Page Proffitt:

Joe and Karen Coleman are hosting the Memorial
Day weekend cruise to Ft. Pierce. There is a very
nice marina there, a park, several restaurants, and
lots to do. It's about 50 miles from Melbourne — a
nice sail.

Page Proffitt will host the June 13-14 cruise to the
Titusville city marina and Dixie Crossroads Restau-
rant. If you come by car, please stop by the marina
to help ferry cruisers to the restaurant. Meet at Dixie
Crossroads at 4pm; dinner at 5pm.

Melbourne Yacht Club has a Father's Day cruise to
Marker 21 on June 20-21. All are welcome; there will
be more information in the newsletter.

Page has just come back from the Keys --- had great
sailing both going and coming home and enjoyed the
clear waters of Biscayne Bay. The trip is highly rec-
ommended, with many good anchorages along the
way.

Women's Racing — Rochelle Yates:
Five women have contacted Rochelle looking for
boats to crew on. Let her know if you need crew.
Melbourne Yacht Club Women's Spring Fling is May
23" flyers are on the table and posted on the ECSA
website. Come to party even if you don't race.

Next serious race is the Mermaid Regatta on June
13. Next river race is June 27.

River Racing — Tom Knowlton: _ Not present

OLD BUSINESS:

Dave Merchberger announced that he will be receiv-

ing a check for $100 from Google shortly as revenue

for ads placed on the ECSA website.

Loretta Schnitzius reminded all members that the
(Continued on page 7)
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TREASURER'S
REPORT
by
Gil Paradies
Income Statement Fiscal YTD
REVENUE May 09  Sep 08 - Aug 09
Activities Income 37.00 6,405.00
Advertising Income 0.00 378.00
Membership Dues 35.00 5,835.00
Merchandise Income 88.00 454.00
Misc & Sunshine Income 31.80 122.80
Total Revenue 191.80 13,194.80
EXPENSES
Activities Expense - 7,052.34
Bank Charge - 37.48
Dues/Subscriptions 195.00 204.02
Insurance - 2,381.96
Miscellaneous - 458.80
Postage/Delivery 48.55 524.56
Printing/Repro 10.35 721.74
Rent - 235.38
Sales Tax - 18.71
Sunshine Fund - 130.38
Total Expense 253.90 11,765.37
Net Income (62.10) 1,429.43
Balance Sheet as of May 31, 2009
Assets
Checking 1,959.03
Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00
Restricted Cash (Sunshine Fund) 415.75
Security Deposit 100.00
Total Assets 3,416.78
Liabilities & Net Worth
Unrestricted Cash 6,432.86
Retained Earnings (4,445.51)
Net Income 1,429.43
Total Net Worth 3,416.78

FOR SALE.: —
FOR
2003 Sunfish  with SALE
racing sail, rigging,
fiberglass dagger- .
board, and rudder - v

$1200. Contact Sherry at 772-766-0340.

1987 Avon Rover 340 inflatable dinghy. 11
foot 1", mahogany floor boards, always ga-
raged. $550 w/ Johnson outboard 9.9 HP
2 cycle $550 or BOTH $900. Contact:
Larry Lokken 407-645-3243

West Marine 9’ ft Inflatable dinghy - excel-
lent condition, minimal use. $1,000 obo.
Contact: Joe Coleman 321-773-3265.

Pacific Seacraft "Flicka" Carina. Also a
brand new 2008 Mercury 9.9 4-cycle out-
board engine, 40 hours engine time, 3 gal-
lon tank included. Contact Bob White 321-
622-4866.

23" 1978 Paceship sloop, Fixed Kkeel
(approx. 4' draft) includes 2004 6 HP John-
son long shaft, 4

stroke, gas line
and tank, like
new. $3000 for
boat and motor, or
$2000 for just
boat, OBO. Con-
tact Walt Adams -
321-412-399137

Interiors, Inc.

1987 Hunter Leg-
end - Miss Too .
Very cruise ready.
View at Melbourne

Roberta | eMoine

Unique Custom Interiors
and Consultations

Yacht Club. Asking
$50k. Contact Bob
Sowden 321-480-
9640

Please notify Newslet-
ter  Editor

Ro]:crta L. LeMoinc, ASID
(321) 757-7515

(321) 757-7326 Fax

r-obcrta@rldcsisnstuclio.com
FL Lic |D #ooo3+9+

(Brenda
bmerch@cfl.rr.com if an item For Sale should
be removed from this listing.

Merchberger)  at
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Cruise
Notes

Memorial Day Weekend

Cruise to Ft. Pierce
May 23 - 25th
Cruise hosts: Joe & Karen Coleman

Friday was a dark and stormy night, so we did not
leave Satellite Beach until Saturday morning. We
left the dock just after 6:00 a.m., but Mather's Bridge
was balky and wouldn’t open until 6:45, after many
attempts and tweaks by the bridge tender. Of
course we did not have a favorable wind for sailing —
it was an ECSA cruise after all — and it was a dreary
day with a little rain, but we made it to Ft. Pierce in
record time.

We were delighted to see that six captains and
crews had decided to defy the weekend weather
forecasts to meet us there. Three had gone to Vero
Beach on Friday: Clay and Patty Showen with De-
nise Chmielewicz and Hamp Pridgen on Sandal-
wood, Clay Bernichon and Pat O’Brien with Bob and
Sue Shaw on Ariel, and Bob Wiley and Bob Oswalt
on Judith Ill. Those arriving on Saturday were Joe
and | on Alibi, Al Budding and Jennifer Beach on
Tanden, Angie and Emily Oswalt and Jeanne Dery
(to meet Judith 1ll), and Dan Pellechio single-
handing on White Lightning, the powerboat he
planned to leave down south, while Joanne took the
faster route down 1-95.

After we got into the marina it brightened and it was
quite nice and sunny by the time we all met for
drinks and snacks on our dock. Some of us called
the hors d’oeuvres dinner, but others went out to eat
at local restaurants. Joe and | took a walk and found
a new ltalian gelato shop next to the marina, so that
was our dessert.

Sunday morning | wiped the condensation off my
folding bicycle and rode to St. Andrew’s Church
nearby. | guess | wasn't diligent enough, because
by the time | got there | had a wet behind. | sat near
the back of the church and hoped nobody noticed.

[Fifty years ago the former St. Andrew’s church
(Continued on page 6)

Next Cruise...Don’t miss it!

ECSA Titusville &
Dixie Crossroads Cruise
June 13™M —14"

Cruise host: Page Proffitt 321-806-0303,
pagep@pageproffitt,com S/V Wharf Rat Call or email
me so you have a place to sit at restaurant.

It's that time again for our annual seafood fest at Dixie
Crossroads in Titusville. If you have been before you
know it's always been a big event for the club. It's lots
of great food and fun with friends. Dinner will be at 5
pm and don't forget the gratuity will already be in-
cluded on your check. Those traveling by car, please
contact me if you can help transport from the marina
to the restaurant and back. | may be reached at 321-
806-0303 or pagep@pageproffitt,com. We will pickup
the boaters around 4PM to start shuffling over to the
restaurant. Boaters that wish to utilize the anchorage
just outside the Titusville municipal marina; there is a
dingy dock available at the marina free of charge. Call
Donnie at the marina at 321-383-5600 and reserve a
slip. Prices are $1.60 /ft and $5 for 30A and $9 for
50A Let him know you are with the ECSA group and
they will try to put us together. There will be a potluck
breakfast in the screened room on Sunday at 8:30
coffee will be provided. Hope to see everyone there!!!

Titusville Marine is approximately 36 miles from the
Eau Gallie Causeway.
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Upcoming
Cruise
Info...

Memorial Day

Cruise Notes
Continued....

4th of July Cocoa Village
Fireworks Cruise
July 3rd - 5th

Historic Cocoa Village hosts a 4th of July Celebration
featuring the Brevard Symphony Orchestra in Riverfront
Park. The patriotic concert
begins at 8:00 pm. with fire-
works beginning at approxi-
mately 9:00 pm., with the
Symphony playing simulta-
neously. Earlier on Satur-
day, entertainment begins at
3:00 pm. There will be food,
drinks and novelty items
available for purchase. Most
shops and restaurants will remain open for their regular
business hours.

Cd

For some, it may be a 3-day weekend, if so, come salil
up (or down) on Friday. Join fellow cruisers for dinner in
one of the many restaurants in Cocoa Village. We will
not have a group dinner planned, but perhaps an im-
promptu gathering once we know who will be there on
Friday.

Note: For our Cocoa Village cruises, we often have
some members choose to obtain a slip at Cocoa Village
Marina rather than anchor in the anchorage on the
southwest side of SR 520. However, the marina indi-
cates the Eau Gallie Yacht Club has already reserved
all transient slips for the weekend. The marina is cur-
rently confirming the exact number of slips they need,
so if this is important to you, you may want to call and
be put on a waiting list.

Saturday, arrive or enjoy the day at Cocoa Village. We
would like to meet as a group for an early dinner at Cara
Mia’s (5 pm) so please ensure you RVSP w/Dave or
Brenda Merchberger (bmerch@cfl.rr.com or 321-917-
3698 (Brenda) or 321-394-1297 (Dave). Then, enjoy
the entertainment at Cocoa Village. For those in the
anchorage, we may need to get back to our boats at
least an hour or so before the fireworks. We won't know
for sure until we can speak with the police that evening.
They normally stop boat traffic within a certain time of
the fireworks. Sunday a.m.—potluck breakfast in the
pavilion at Lee Wenner Park.

Please call Dave or Brenda with any questions.

(Continued from page 5)

building floated up the Indian River on a barge with
a 16-year-old captain and his 15-year-old wife.
When it got to Satellite Beach, it was rolled on logs
to its present site on Grant Ave.]

Sunday’s weather was okay, but not nice enough to
go ocean sailing. Judith Il went out for a day sail
on the river and the rest of us did our own things
around the marina, exploring the area by bike or on
foot, watching the Indianapolis 500 on TV, mingling
or lounging around enjoying the day. It would have
been a long haul for most members to drive down
for dinner, but Kay and Barbara Sparrow joined us
on their way home from Tampa. We met at the Tiki
Bar at 6:00 p.m. and we knew they couldn’t seat us
all together, but they managed to put us at four ta-
bles. There was an excellent (and loud!) band play-
ing 60’s and 70’s music, so most of us knew the
words if we wanted to sing along. Joe couldn’t per-
suade them to do Freebird though. After dinner we
went to the adjoining park where they were finishing
up the lights for the light-and-music show that would
run from Monday through July 5. Why not one night
earlier so people visiting for the Memorial Day
weekend could enjoy it too?

Monday promised to be a very nice day and most of
us were underway fairly early. Well before we got
to Sebastian, sails were up and we were sailing or
motor-sailing, depending on how fast we wanted to
get home. | do believe it was another successful
ECSA cruise!

Note: Do you know that in the club we have some
active cruisers with mighty confusing sets of
names? Clay-and-Pat and Clay-and-Patty, Don-
and-JoAnn and Dan-and-Joanne, Al-and-Jennifer
and Alan-and Jennifer. You have to think when you
speak and pay attention when you hear of them.

-

%
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Women'’s Racing

By
Rochelle Yates

SECRETARY’S
REPORT

continued

May has been one very busy month and a lot of fun
racing.

June 13, 2009 is the Port Canaveral Yacht Club an-
nual Mermaid Regatta. See flyer on page 9.

June 27, 2009 we have our next ECSA Women'’s
race.

Please contact me if you are interested in crewing.
We still have room on several boats.

Rochelle Yates

(Continued from page 3)
Sunshine Fund jar is in the back of the room.

NEW BUSINESS:
Volunteers for July refreshments are Jennifer Clendi-
nen and Rochelle Yates.

Tonight's 50-50 drawing netted $38 for the lucky win-
ner.

With there being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:25 pm. Refreshments and presentation
all about fiberglass followed.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann O'Shea,
Secretary ECSA
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Another installment of......

GODIVA NEWS!

Editor's Note: For those of you that don't know ECSA
members Dave & Marci Hutson, they have been cruising
the Eastern Caribbean aboard S/V Godiva since 2002.
Godiva is now for sale and on her way to her home port in
Satellite Beach—they are ready for their next adventure!

The Long Ride Home

There are lots of items on the must-do checklist to be
completed before we are prepared to make that leap
of faith into that 1000 mile ocean ride to Florida.

Repairs: All serious work must be accomplished in St
Martin.  Everything is available and at the best
prices. Cost for essentials could feed a family of four
for a year!

Radar has not worked for 3 years. It is not
needed unless we are sailing overnight or
through bad weather. We have been able to
reach our next island during 12 daylight hours.
Weather information is readily available and we
don't go through storms. New paradigm. We
must have radar. $$$$

House Batteries are nine years old plus, very
weak, and will not hold a charge. During many
night time passages, navigation light must be
operated along with the autopilot and all the
navigation instruments. During daylight the wa-
ter maker and refrigeration suck a lot of juice.
We could run the engines but that would use our
precious fuel which might be required for propul-
sion if the wind dies. Oh well, let's buy batteries.
$$$$

Bubba, our Autopilot is our essential extra crew-
member. The computer display, the only ele-
ment of the autopilot system not recently re-
placed, was cloudy which probably means mois-
ture inside. Do we dare risk loosing our favorite
crewmember during such a long passage? I'm
not leaving until Bubba is healthy. $$$$

Nit Noid must-haves safety and comfort items.
Add more pain to the wounded bank account.

$$$

Extra Crew: There ain't no way Davy would un-
dertake such a passage with Ordeal Marci as his

only backup. Invitations were extended to per-
sons who are good sailors, have flexible time
schedules, compatible personalities and can
handle the multiple personalities of Ordeal Marci.
Two friends actually accepted our invitation.
Then, one backed out.

Planning the route and selecting the departure time
are critical safety considerations. Weather is every
sailor's friend and enemy. We are plotting the same
course as the famed gold-carrying ships of the Span-
ish Armada. As the History Channel and Mel Fisher
will tell you, ships and treasure litter the sea floors
from Puerto Rico to Florida. We do know a lot more
now than the experts of the 1600's - we hope.

Good-byes must be said to our many cruising friends
made over the past seven years. Cruisers by virtue
of the lifestyle they have undertaken are free spirits,
adventuresome, friendly, helpful, and honest. It is
like living in a very small village where everyone
knows everyone. We know we will never find this
camaraderie back on land. We will miss them more
than the beautiful blue seas, golden sand beaches,
perfect tropical weather, and incredible sunsets.

So, after being in one picture-perfect secluded island
after another, friends ask why are we returning to the
world of dirt dwellers? It is just time for us to begin a
new lifestyle - God and the economy willing. Davy's
solution to the economic crisis that we are experienc-
ing (as seen on a T-Shirt in St John's, USVI),
"Drinking will continue until the economy improves".

In our next Godiva News we will highlight several
enchanting and interesting stopovers during our jour-
ney to Florida, USA.

Dave & Ordeal Marci
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Upcoming ECSA 2009 Race & Cruise Events
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