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Next General Membership Meeting

Wednesday, July 9, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd)
Latitude 28° 09' North, Longitude 80° 36" West

Please note:
|
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# 3%
v e Best wishes to those Bahamas Bound
0
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JUNE Calendar of L OCAL SAILING EVENTS
MYC Small Boat Sunday
+) TSC Titusville Regatta
IRYC Spring 5
)" ECSA NO GENERAL MEETING
MYC Summer Rum 3
ECR PCYC Mermaid Regatta
MYC Marker 21 Cruise
ECSA Marker 21 Cruise
+ () MYC Small Boat Sunday
ECSA Spring/Summer 4
IRYC Spring 6
MYC Summer Rum 4
MYC Small Boat Sunday
+ ()
JuLy Calendar of L OCAL SAILING EVENTS
ECSA Cocoa Village Fireworks Cruise
( **Note: Change of location
PCYC Firecracker Regatta
( ECSA General Meeting & Summer Potluck

MYC Summer Rum 5

! MYC Marker 21 Cruise
IRYC Fall 1

ECSA Spring/Summer 5
ECSA Women's Fall 1
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THOUGHTS FROM |
YOUR COMMODORE

Ken Windsor

Bringing Imagine Home

If you remember from the last article, we took
Imagine to Ft. Pierce to get the hull delamination
fixed. The fiberglass guy met us at the yard and said it
would be no problem to fix that and a few other things
we had in mind. | of course spent the next two days
holding my breath for a phone call telling me it was
much worse and would be much more to fix. The
phone finally did ring and | was shocked at the news.
There was no delamination. There was a stringer and
a bulkhead where the surveyor had heard the different
sound. How kewl is that? The other work was com-
pleted and we left at 6 am on a Saturday morning to
pick her up.

As we got to the yard they were waiting for us to
put her in the sling. We had almost no time to load her
or check her equipment out further. We knew the al-
ternator belt would still be a problem but elected to get
it home before repairing it. Soon the boat was
splashed, the bill paid and we were on our way. We
planned to spend the first night at Marker 21 and fin-
ish the trip the following day. We pulled into the lee of
the island and dropped the hook. A Bruce anchor, one
we had never used before. Also all chain or so we
thought. | was so concerned about the engine | didn't
take the time to study the ground tackle. The Conrad’s
sailed down and met us at the anchorage to give us a
proper escort home and we had a great evening of
relaxing and getting to know some of the systems on
our new toy. The wind was howling out of the south
and there were thunderstorms threatening, dotting the
horizon around us. About 11:00 pm we called it a
night and drifted off into slumber land.

About midnight | heard a loud rush of wind and it
felt like someone just pushed our mast down towards
the water. We raced on deck and the wind was now
blowing around 35 to 40 knots out of the north. The
rain was coming down in sheets and the lightning lit
the sky around us. Then our worst fears. We were
dragging with the beach behind us, a 40 knot wind on
the nose, and an engine that was questionable. As |
struggled to keep her off the beach with engine, Pam
and the kids struggled with the anchor up front. The
secondary anchor was caught in a sea of tangled
lines and things were getting intense. Our daughter
appeared in the hatchway and asked if we were in a
tornado. It sure felt like it. | was so scared myself | had
a hard time comforting her.

As we continued to fight the storm | saw a light

(Continued on page 4)

VIEW FROM THE
VICE
COMMODORE...

Susan Conrad

READY, SET, GO?

Blue tape and varnish giving way to MOB poles
and gerry cans. The hummm of the electric sander
almost non-existent. Everywhere | look, tanks are
being filled with fluids, stainless is being polished, and
spares are being loaded. There is a change in the
air. Boat maintenance is giving way to pre-departure
preparations. The getting going is getting on.

| am currently acutely aware of the sights and
sounds of the pre-departure rituals. On our own boat
we are entrenched in the process of getting ready for
our upcoming trip: “Bahamas or Bust — Take Two.”
Every weekend from now until our June departure is
booked. My calendar is scarred by check marks,
erasures, and cross outs as | tick off the days, strike
out completed tasks, and assign time slots for the
remaining projects. | am haunted by lists that refuse
to die - with every item crossed out on the top; a new
item appears at the bottom.

We are almost within reach of our goal and on the
downhill side of the ‘one-month-to-go’ milestone. |
find myself paying more attention to the weather,
especially the wind direction trends. Last year, after
five days heading south in search of the elusive
weather window, we finally conceded to the Weather
Gods and officially changed our destination to the
Keys. (I know what you're thinking — boo-hoo for you
to have to go to the Keys). This year we again find
ourselves on a tight schedule - with only a few weeks
vacation available. With such a relatively short time
frame, we can't risk another crossing opportunity to
weather roulette. Our secret weapon this year is that
we have the ability to shift our vacation time forward
or backward by a few days to improve our odds. Time
will tell how that works (or doesn’t?)

While physically we are consumed with
preparations, mentally, | am already there. | spend
way too much time these days daydreaming. | picture
myself in the cockpitof LalLelLu, anchored in a
beautiful bay of blue water, the color of which is
somewhere between unbelievable and incredible.
Sparks of sunlight skip across the surface of the water
as if escaping and breaking free from the setting sun.
The big round orb takes its sweet time as it lingers on
the edge and slowly sinks from view - falling ever so
gradually from our side to the other — but not before
bathing everything in a warm orange hue. Mahi Mahi
scented tendrils of smoke rise from the stern-mounted

(Continued on page 7)
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SECRETARY’S

‘ REPORT

\ By:
Carol Wheatley

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
General Membership Meeting
Wednesday — May 14, 2008

Commodore Ken Windsor called the meeting to order
at 7:09 p.m. Board of Governors present were Ken
Windsor, Susan Conrad, Joe Coleman, and Carol
Wheatley. Elected Governor present was Dave
Merchberger. Absent were: Tom Schrader, Roland
Norris, and Dave Cordial.

COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board
members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and
past commodores, Ken welcomed all members and
their guests and new member, Bob Cockrell.
Announcements:

Amendment to Article V of Bylaws will revise the
following language: “with the exception of recurring
annual insurance expenses necessary for the club, its
officers and members.” The reason was
recommended as we often receive insurance bills
immediately after a general membership meeting and
the bill must be paid prior to the next meeting. Motion
made to carry. Carried.

It has been suggested ECSA publish another
cookbook. We anticipate putting the book online and
having them printed on demand. With lack of interest
by show of hands, we will table the idea until later in
the year.

The Board of Governors suggested we switch our
cruises from food-hosted to pot-luck for Memorial
Day, Labor Day, Boy Scout Island/Fish Fry, Jones
BBQ Bash as are the other cruises. It was also
suggested to reduce the dollar value of the club’s
donation if any. (Pinedaville will remain hosted by the
club along with side dishes brought by members.)
After discussion, the Commodore asked for a show of
hands to keep things as they are now and there was
an overwhelming response to do that. Jennifer
Clendenin suggested we ask for a $5 donation from
each boat toward food. Brenda Merchberger
suggested the club put a dollar value on its donation
for each cruise and provide more precise direction to
cruise hosts.

No June meeting.

There will be a pot luck dinner at the July general
membership meeting and Ken encouraged members
to bring photographs of their adventures.

Please purchase blankets and jackets!

New Members : New applications for membership were

presented and approved:

" Jessie & Carmen Camp, Catalina 25, Sea Trekker
Robert Cockrell, Bayfield Cutter 29, Festina .
Martha & Salvatore Aloi were approved at the last
boat meeting.

GENERAL REPORTS:

SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS: A motion was
made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of
the April meeting and the April Treasurer’s report as
published in the May Foot, Tack & Clew.

VICE COMMODORE - Susan Conrad —
Pinedaville planning committee is meeting tomorrow at
6:30 pm at Harbortown Marina restaurant.

REAR COMMODORE - Joe Coleman

River Racing — Jim Edwards - Series ends in May.

Women'’s Racing — Rochelle Yates — No report.

Fleet/Cruising — Bob Cahall —

" Really good cruises in April. There were about 100
participating in the Progressive Dinner. Annual Fish
Fry saw 22 boats and 55 people. We have a group
heading to Miami and the Bahamas already.
Contact Bob Cahall for those boaters leaving for the
Bahamas in June. Bruce & Pat Fletcher will be
leaving June 6 from Lake Worth.

Memorial Day Weekend at Sebastian. Chart is
printed in May FTC. Sunday evening is hot dogs/
hamburgers hosted by the club with pot luck sides
at 6:00; fleet departs Monday morning. We have
rented the pavilion Saturday and Sunday.

Marker 21 cruise with Tom & Mary Ann O’Shea
hosting. MYC is also having their cruise to Marker
21 on the same dates (June 14-15).

Titusville Cruise on July 4 is hosted by Joe & Karen
Coleman.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

Jim Edwards attended the Brevard County Maritime
Master Plan Steering Committee...it's going to be a
long session. They're trying to give guidance to
Commissioners regarding the maritime industry in
Brevard County. There is a lot of political involvement
and one of the questions the Steering Committee sent
to the County Commission was regarding their
seriousness in effectively handling the arising issues.
The list of priorities prepared within the last 2 years are
no longer acceptable to the Committee and they

(Continued on page 7)
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REPORT
by

TREASURER'S

Tom Schrader

Income Statement
REVENUE May 08
Activities Income 70.00
Advertising Income -
Membership Dues 70.00
Merchandise Income 35.00

Misc & Sunshine Income -

Total Revenue 175.00
EXPENSES
Activities Expense 265.65

Bank Charge -

Dues/Subscriptions -
Insurance -

Miscellaneous -

Postage/Delivery 124.48
Printing/Repro 15.75
Rent -
Sales Tax -

Sunshine Fund -
Total Expense 405.88

Net Income (230.88)
Balance Sheet as of May 31, 2008
Assets

Checking

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund)

Security Deposit
Total Assets
Liabilities & Net Worth

Unrestricted Cash

Retained Earnings

Net Income

Total Net Worth

Sunshine Fund Balance:

Fiscal YTD

Sep 07 - Aug 08
6,464.66

558.00

6,670.00

711.00

772.13
15,175.79

8,917.11
7.50
2,327.86
1,487.16
732.18
1,058.76
89.21
53.34
14,673.12
502.67

1,963.75
889.00
100.00

2,952.75

6,432.86
(3,982.78)
502.67
2,952.75
480.13

Commodore’s

Thoughts
- cont'd...

(Continued from page 2)

leaving LalLeLu to our Port and heading towards
us. As the light got closer | could tell it was Chris
and it was very obvious we were in trouble. In
one motion Chris looped his painter on our back
cleat and stepped into our cockpit. | remember
him saying calmly “so what are we doing?” as he
continued his way to our foredeck. He was wear-
ing a headlight and as he tapped Pam on the
shoulder in the rain | am sure she thought it was
an angel sent to help her. Within ten minutes we
had Imagine secured and the wind began to die
as the storm blew over us.

As we sat dripping wet and stunned by the
experience | began to think of all the mistakes
we made including not prepping the ground
tackle before we got to the island. Then the
“what ifs” again. We could have lost the boat.
But no matter what mis-
takes we made, we
were lucky to have
some great friends
nearby to lend a hand in
a crisis. Once again
that's what sailing and f 7
being part of this _club is @
all about. Pam still calls
Chris her guardian an-
gel.

\/

See you on the
water,

Ken
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CRUISE
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2008
Boy Scout Island
Fish Fry

By Cruise Host
Ken Windsor

o

=

We got an early start as did quite a few heading
into the wind of course, a little jealous of those who
would be sailing from the south. As we approached
Boy Scout Island we noticed there were tents, exactly
where we had planned the fish fry. With
encouragement, we adjusted and moved to the
windward side of the island which would pose its own
effects on our planned survivor game.

Once again we were soon surrounded by dinghies
helping us cart our island kitchen and dining room to
the island. A special thank you to the Theriaults and
Conrads for their assistance in moving all our
equipment ashore. As the time came for our survivor
game the winds continued to build so we held off and
had snow cones donated by our cruise director Bob
Cahill. Yum. We soon had four willing kids and four
willing adults to make up the red and blue teams. The
challenge consisted of moving from a point on the
beach through hoola hoops on the ground, always two
in the hoops to move forward but never one. When
they reached the end they raced to two awaiting
dinghies and paddled out toward Don floating just
offshore. He scattered fifty plastic floating balls, 25
red, 25 blue out across the water. The teams
gathered the balls as quickly as possible and raced
back to the beach. Then the balls were placed in a
basket that then had to be moved down the beach
with boat hooks. Once at the end, the challenge was
finished by tossing five hoola hoops over their flag.
The wining team..... The blue team. Everyone had a
great time and we plan to do this again in the future,
changing the game of course.

Boats continued to arrive throughout the afternoon
and we began to fry fish around five o’clock. We soon
had piles of Icelandic cod in chafing dishes and plenty
of cruisers sides to go with them. A bountiful feast for
sure. After dinner we had a great fire, wood provided
by the island and Bob’s chainsaw. Not long into the
evening we hung a Sponge Bob pifiata off a nearby
tree and the kids had a great time going at it with a
branch. The kids also set up a ping pong table in the
trees and played till it got too dark to see. We all spent
the rest the evening having a great time, the final
dinghies leaving the beach around midnight.

It was a peaceful cool restful night on the hook and
everyone had a good nights sleep. At 9:00 we all met

on the beach for a great potluck breakfast and we had
loads of help breaking down and loading everything back
on the boats. Once again we thank everyone for all your
help pulling this off.

In all we had 22 boats and 50 people attend the event
with six new members attending their first ESCA cruise. A
great time was had by all. Those in attendance were:
Ken, Pam, Jessica, and Brandon Windsor with friend
Belinda on Imagine, Carole Wheatley on Bodacious, John
and Loretta Schnitzius on Graffin-Loretta, Bob and Chris
Cahall with little parrot, on Windcatcher, Dave and Nancy
Keane on Chivaree, Page and Claudia Proffitt on Wharf
Rat, Dan and Joanne Pellechio on Babes, Salvatore and
Martha Aloi on Chinook, Dave and Brenda Merchberger
with Cody on Thirsty Whale, Bill and Carla Jones on
Starbird, Chris, Susan and Park Conrad on LalelLu, Bill
and Doris Striker on Hawk, Don and Joanne Theriault on
Impulse, Joe and Karen Coleman on Alibi, Barb and Tom
Schrader on Marigot, Pat O’'Brian, Clay Bernichon, Jim
and Carolyn Green on Ariel, Tom and Mary O’Shea on
Southern Comfort, Paul and Carla Stewart on Isla, Jim
and Donna Oyer on Believe, Alan, Jennifer, Daniel,
Adam, Clendinen and one more not listed, on Jendy.
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View from
the Vice

Commodore
-cont'd...

SECRETARY’S
REPORT

By:
Carol Wheatley

(Continued from page 2)

grill, and the only sound competing with the sizzling
fish filets and the ice cubes clanking in my glass
comes from the Jimmy Buffet CD playing in the
background. Ahhhh.... Is it even possible that any
reality could match this vision? If it is possible, | know
just the place to look.

By the time this hits the pages of FTC, the
Conrads hope to be off in search of this perfect
anchorage. In the meantime | am waiting, waiting,
waiting - in sweet anticipation of setting sail. If for
some reason we do not reach the Bahamas, you can
bet that my July submission will be entitled “The
Agony of Defeat — Take Two.”

(Continued from page 3)

proposed new priorities that require prior studies.

With there being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:43 p.m. The meeting was followed by a

program by Bob Gunther about his J Boat adventure to
New York.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Wheatley
Secretary ECSA

FOR
SALE

=1L

Member
Classified Ads

Check out our website: www.ecsasail.com
for details on the following items—

FOR SALE:

1987 O’'Day 27
Lindenberg 28

Watkins 38’ center cockpit
8'8” Inflatable dinghy

10’ RIB Hypalon Boat

35 pound CQR anchor

15 Ib plow anchor
Alternator—Balmar 7-series model
70-80

ATN “Gail Sail” storm jib
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Sebastian
CRUISE Log

2008 SEBASTIAN INLET CRUISE REPORT
Brought to you by your hosts: Vanderveers, Conrads
and Cahalls

ONE IF BY LAND —
Vanderveer’'s Land Yacht Report:

As co-host for the last time, and still being boat-less,
| volunteered to purchase the foodstuffs for Sunday
dinner. My plan was to acquire and deliver the stuff
on Saturday, in order to free up Sunday for play time.
The Conrads and Merchbergers agreed to refriger-
ate the meat on their boats overnight, so the plan
was set and off we went to Sam’s Club Saturday af-
ternoon. All was well until my car broke down (timing
chain, water pump, etc. = $1500) on A1A, just min-
utes before the second of the two storms passed
over (sitting in a closed-up car without power, during
a Florida thunderstorm, is not very comfortable!). A
tow truck, $100, and Pam in the Suburban for back-
up transportation to the inlet, and the plan is back on
track, albeit a bit late. Chris Conrad and | got the
cooler (aka "the package") over to his boat with no
trouble, we dropped off Kristen for a boat sleepover
with Park Conrad, and after some socializing, a cou-
ple of drinks, and a few hundred bug bites, back into
the Suburban and home we went.

Sunday was warm and sunny, and | actually got the
crew moving early enough that we were back at the
inlet and parked by 10:30 am. Activities were varied,
including a walk to the beach, a paddle out to the
Conrads boat and back for exercise, lunch at the pa-
vilion, another trip to the Conrads boat for zinc re-

(Continued on page 9)
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1/8 page 10.00 28.50 54.00 90.00
1/4 page 18.00 51.00 90.00 144.00
1/2 page 30.00 84.00 144.00 228.00
Fullpage  50.00 135.00 240.00 360.00
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Sebastian
CRUISE Log

Continued....

(Continued from page 8)

placement (with a beer chaser) and trips to the sand
bar (as Chris put it: "looks like Rednecks Gone Wild
out there"), plus a road trip to the Barrier Island
Sanctuary center up the road on AlA (highly recom-
mended, they've done a nice job with it). We were
back at the pavilion by 5:30 pm and started prepping
the BBQs and so forth. | didn't forget anything this
year, but | did find that the refrigerator on La Le Lu
worked a bit too well, and the chicken was still a little
frozen. True, that's safer than soggy chicken in a
cooler all day, but it did set back my cooking timing a
bit. With lots of help from Ken Windsor, Dave Mer-
chberger, and Chris Conrad, and our respective
women, we got 'er done and fed the masses. | have-
n't heard of any food-borne illness outbreak either,
so that's a nice bonus!

We (the Vanderveer's and Nana) spent Sunday night
at a motel on the beach, and although the surfing
plans got blown out by the wind, Monday was a lot
fun for us doing beachcombing and trail hiking in the
Barrier Island Sanctuary area. Lunch at the motel
and some more hiking, and then we headed north via
land yacht to home. We were looking for the sails of
our club buddies all the way home, and | was jealous
of the sailors being able to take advantage of that
great breeze. Maybe some day soon....

TWO IF BY SEA -
Conrad’s On-The-Water Report:

La Le Lu and her crew brought up the rear of the
orderly progression of ECSA sailboats headed down
the Indian River on Saturday. Wind was out of the
south west, a bit light and fluky at times, but was
quite sailable for most of the day. Just to keep us on
our toes, we were treated to an angry thunder cell
that passed right over the anchorage, as everyone
was setting their hooks. Other than that, the Satur-
day evening cocktail hour was a relatively boring
spectator’'s event. No boats ran aground, no boats
drug anchor and we all were rocked gently to sleep.
In fact, with the exception of the sound of some howl-
ing wolves and the hum of a dingy motor circling the
anchorage, Saturday night was calm and peaceful
with a lovely light breeze.

It was so nice to have an extra day to play — every
weekend should be three days long. On Sunday some
folks fished, some went to the beach and tide pools,
and other chatted in the pavilion with those arriving via
land yacht. The weather was pleasant as was the
company of fellow sailors. The potluck / BBQ did not
disappoint. Another good night at anchor, and Monday
morning arrived with a brisk east wind. Before my
eyes were even opened | heard the wind outside,
smiled to myself and thought BEAM REACH! The wind
was blowing almost directly out of the east and fairly
steady at 14-17 knots. We all had an exhilarating salil
up the river. | saw boats with their rails buried, and
their captains at the helm wearing Cheshire grins. We
flew up the river making 6.5 knots most of the way and
even hit 7.1 for a few minutes. Chris enjoyed the sail
so much that he said it more than made up for all the
times in the past we have had to motor into a head-
wind.

THREE IF BRINGING A SNOW CONE MACHINE:
Cahall's Report:

What's to say — the snow cones were a hit! Bob didn’t
disappoint us in the egg department either. This cruise
he showed up with a crock pot full of scrambled eggs.
Bob, have you got a hen house in your garage or
what?

List of Attendees (Sorry if we missed some - | don’ t
believe all attendees signed in):  Via Boat - Dan &
Joanne Pellechio, Babes; Chip, Louise & Tugger Wor-
ster, Chip Ahoy; Carol Wheatley, Bodacious; Glen,
Lisa & Sophia Parke, Wanderer; Joe & Karen Cole-
man, Alibi; Ken, Pam, Jessica, & Brandon Win-
dsor, Imagine; Jim & Donna Oyer, Believe; Randy &
Liz Randall, Last Move; Bruce & Pat Fletcher, Little
Attitudes; Chris, Susan & Park Conrad, Lalelu;
Grover, Natasha & Leo, Windependence; Jerry & Dixie
Sansom, Borne Free II; Bob Cockrell, Festina II;
Salvatore & Martha Aloi, Chinook; Dave & Brenda Mer-
chberger with Cody, Thirsty Whale.

Land Lubbers: Bob & Chris Cabhill; Ron, Pam, Nana,
Lauren, and Kristen Vanderveer, Nancy Abbott; Jenni-
fer and David Clendine; George & Emalyn Utting; Don
& Rhoda Bosley; Jean Freeman; Pat O'Brien & Clay
Bernichon; Bob & Judy Pavan; Ralph & Winnie Craw-
ford.
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Upcoming ECSA 2008 Race & Cruise Events

Date Event Contact

June 14 - 15 Cruise to Marker 21 O’Shea

June 21 Spring/Summer 4 Edwards
July 4 -5 Cocoa Village Fireworks Cruise Coleman
July 19 Spring/Summer 5 Edwards
July 20 Women'’s Fall 1 R. Yates
August 2 River Challenge Regatta Edwards
August 16 - 17  Chowder’s Cruise Theriault

:000000000000000000000000000000000000000:

: Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa__ for the most up-to-date racing info :
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EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
PO Box 372054
Satellite Beach FL 32937-0054



