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THOUGHTS FROM
YOUR
COMMODORE...

David Merchberger

Getting started

Many times individuals, both experienced and novice
have asked for tips on getting started in racing. One
approach for those with big budgets is to bring home
the biggest, baddest sled in the area and let the local
talent beat a path to your dock while they are
clamoring for the prized crew positions on what is sure
to be a winning boat. Unfortunately, few of us have
such resources so let's explore some alternatives.

If you're reading your own copy of this newsletter and
not one that was handed down from a member,
you've already taken the first step....get in touch with
local sailing organizations. Show up at the ECSA
General Membership meetings and make your desire
to work as crew known. If you are reading a ‘hand me
down’ copy, join up! Boat ownership is not a
requirement for membership in the ECSA. Try some
of the other sailing organizations, such as Melbourne
Yacht Club (MYC), Indian River Yacht Club (IRYC)
and Cocoa Beach Yacht Club (CBYC) as well.

Another option is to simply walk the docks in the area.
One of the joys of owning a boat is that they require
unending maintenance, which in turn means that their
owners will be spending time onboard while at the
dock. Strike a conversation by simply saying hi and
compliment the boat. Somewhere during this
conversation, express your interest in crewing.

One sure fire way to gain favor with the ECSA racers
in particular, is to volunteer to help out on the race
committee boat. You won't be racing, but you will
have a great opportunity to see first hand which boat
is hot and which is not! Of course the ‘hot’ boat may
be tough to get a crew spot on, but a lagging boat
owner may just think you could make the difference.
You will also be privy to all sorts of ‘inside’ chatter that
goes on aboard the race committee boat about the
various racers. To get a chance to be aboard the race
committee boat, contact Rear Commodore Chuck
Delmater.

Basically you need to advertise your desire to go race
and ‘sell’ it with enthusiasm. If you get turned down
the first time....try and try again. Don'’t give up on
ANYTHING until you succeed!

VIEW FROM THE
VICE...
by
VIce COMMODORE
Joe Coleman

THE BUTS OF ANCHORING

One of the most challenging nautical maneuvers for
Karen and me is anchoring. In no way is this article a
reflection on Karen’s anchoring skills. Over the last ten
years, she has done a stellar job at the bow and | would
not replace her for anything, BUT why is it that we cannot
drop the anchor only once and turn the engine off?

Yeah, we have read the books. Chapman Piloting says,
“the real problem of finding an anchorage comes down to
choice of some spot where there is good holding bottom”,
BUT “protection from the wind and water of suitable
depth” are also important. The Annapolis Book of
Seamanship says to “make sure that you anchor in the
right place. In most sailing areas you have a wide choice
of possible anchorages -- BUT on a given day, some may
be safer than others”. Very useful information, BUT not
exactly what | was looking for.

On Alibi we have two anchors, with 20 feet of chain on
each, plus 200 feet of line. Karen's dad, Bud Dolber, has
had only a thirteen-pound Danforth anchor on his thirty-
foot boat and has never had a problem anchoring. Drops
it once and it is set. Tidal waters, still waters or raging
creeks and rivers -- it has always held. Never once has
he dragged and not set. Kay Sparrow just sails in, dumps
60 feet of chain on the bottom and goes to bed with never
a worry. Dave Merchberger does the same. Johan Neve
has a unique way of anchoring. He just throws the
anchor, chain and rode into the water, watches it all sink
to the bottom, then goes back to the marina and ties up at
the dock. Although | will agree that there is good holding
at the dock, it is not really what we are looking for.

For the first few years we gave the thirteen-pound
Danforth a try. At first it stuck pretty well, BUT not all the
time. Some days we looked like farmers plowing a field.
Motor up, drop the anchor, drag it back a hundred feet,
pick it up, motor back where we started and do it all over -
again and again and again. So we decided to ask other
sailors what they were using and the frequent answer
was “a plow”. So we bought one from Eric Horton. The
price was right and we thought the plow would be the
answer to all our anchoring problems, BUT we were as
successful with the plow as we had been with the
Danforth.

While we were lamenting over our anchoring problems
one day, someone said, “The problem is you don’t know
(Continued on page 3)
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TREASURER'S

REPORT

by

Clint Braswell

View from the Vice Commodore -
cont'd... From page 2

Income Statement

REVENUE

Activities Income
Membership Dues
Merchandise Income
Miscellaneous Income

Total Revenue

EXPENSES
Activities Expense
Bank Service Charge
Dues & Subscriptions
Insurance
Miscellaneous

Office Supplies
Postage/Delivery
Printing/Repro

Rent

Returned Check
Sales Tax

Total Expense

Net Income

May-04
45.00
175.00
21.00

241.00

124.00
33.92

157.92
83.08

Balance Sheet as of: May 31, 2004

Assets

Checking

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund)

Deposit

Total Assets

Liabilities & Net Worth
Unrestricted Cash
Net Income

Total Net Worth

Sep 03-May 04
4,978.00
6,255.00

687.00
133.00
12,053.00

6,756.39
6.00
100.00
2,341.00
457.07
20.02
825.05
556.15
114.48
35.00
45.87
11,257.03
795.97

6,186.83
942.00
100.00

7,228.83

6,432.86
795.97
7,228.83

that kind of bottom you are anchoring in”. |
could not find a book that told you what the
makeup of the bottom was at each of the
anchorages, BUT local knowledge was very
useful on choosing an anchor. Pineda - plow,
Sebastian - Danforth, Marker 21 - plow,
Ballard Park - Danforth and a tree, Cocoa
Village — well, we haven't found anything that
works for us there yet.

Now that we had acquired all this “bottom”
knowledge, the rode was the next issue. How
much was enough? Once again back to the
books and both said pretty much the same
thing; lunch hook — 4 to 1 ratio of rode to
depth, overnight — 7 to 1 ratio, and storm — 10
to 1 ratio, BUT how do you know who is in the
anchorage for lunch, who is there overnight
and who is expecting a storm? Kay Sparrow
is always on a lunch hook, and Karen and |
are always expecting a storm. Once the wind
shifts and the boats swing around, we've got
trouble. (We could just anchor far away from
everyone else, BUT my dinghy is small and |
only have a three-horse power engine. We
are still working on this problem.)

And whose responsibility is it to ensure that
you won't collide with another boat at an
anchorage, the anchored boat or the
anchoring boat? Chapman says that the
anchoring boat is responsible for ensuring his
rode length will not interfere with other boats in
the anchorage, BUT we know that's not
always true, is it, Tom Schrader?

Finally, when do you determine if you should
put out one or two anchors? When we were in
the Keys, we anchored with two every night,
BUT, as you know, a boat on one anchor
swings differently than a boat on two anchors.
So, after reading all the books, talking to all
the other sailors and buying all the equipment,
| have decided that we will just have to
continue to muddle through it each and every
time, and the only BUTT [I'll worry about is
Karen'’s.
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SECRETARY’S

O
‘ REPORT .

N

Donna Hartley Oyer

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MAY 12, 2004

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. The ECSA
attendees stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Board of Governors present were Dave
Merchberger, Joe Coleman, Chuck Delmater, Donna
Hartley, Clint Braswell and Chip Worster. Dave
introduced the Board, past commodores and welcomed
everyone.

OFFICER & COMMITTEE REPORT
A motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve the following applications into membership;
Joe and Sherry Kern, Victor and Beth Patterson,
Joseph and Stephanie Pellegrino.
A motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve the April Secretary’s report as published in
the Foot, Tack & Clew (FT&C).
A motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve the April Treasurer’s report as published in
the FT&C.
Dave advised the members that after talking to two
different Bridge tenders, it has been determined that
the Mather’s Bridge restoration will not begin before
June 2004.

VICE COMMODORE'S REPORT
Joe informed the club that after talking to members
of the Malabar Mariner's Sailing Association, they
asked that all sailors attending the Memorial Day
cruise, bring six ears of shucked corn, wrapped in foil
to cook on the fire. Joe also mentioned that Kay
needs additional cook stoves for Memorial Day
weekend.
Joe reminded the members to start making plans to
attend the ECSA Banquet in January.
Joe also reminded the members about the Flea
Market that was taking place at the meeting. In
addition, Joe informed the members that the club still
had siphons, hats, license plates and jackets for
sale.

REAR COMMODORE’'S REPORT
RACING
Chuck stated that there was one race left in the
spring series on May 22". An awards party will be
scheduled following the end of the spring racing
series to be held at the Merchberger’s.

Chuck also informed the members that the single-
handed race in June will be listed on the web page.

CRUISING
Bob Goldstein reported on the recent Ocean
Adventure Cruise to Fort Pierce.
Chip invited everyone to attend the upcoming Boy
Scout Island cruise on May 15 and 16™.
Kay invited everyone to attend the Memorial Day
cruise to Sebastian Inlet May 29" — May 31°".
Gil asked that sailors that are planning to attend the
Captain Katanna’s cruise on June 12" and 13" to
please to sign up.

OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business for discussion.

NEW BUSINESS

Dave informed the members that he had received a
recent copy of the Seven Seas cruising bulletin.
Inside the bulletin is a picture of Dave and Marci
Hutson and a recommendation for them to be
considered as commodores.

Lisa Culjak thanked the ECSA members for their
support of the new West Marine store, on Eau
Gallie Causeway and S. Patrick Drive. The grand
opening is scheduled for May 29™.

With there being no further business, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:30 p.m., followed by a member Flea
Market.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Hartley

Pictured below is a group photo from the Memorial Day
Cruise to Sebastian. Look for a write-up of the event in
the July Foot, Tack, & Clew.




CRUISE
QUARTERS

May Cruise
by Chip Worster

June & July Cruise Information

Boy Scout Island Cruise

The Boy Scout Island anchorage had 10 ECSA sail-
ors drop the hook for a weekend of swimming, relaxing,
socializing, some serious fishing by Jacob, and two pot-
luck meals. It's amazing how proficient our members
are at coming up with such great potluck meals. New
this year was a Scavenger Hunt. The winners of the
hunt were Jim & Donna Oyer, who found all 14 items.
(No, Dave, sea grass is not a living creature.) The
Oyer's won a spotlight that was donated by our new
Express West Marine manager, Lisa Culjak. The club
had its annual island trash bash and we hauled off sev-
eral large trash bags full.

First to arrive Friday afternoon to claim our part of
the Island (Hooters Beach) were Jim & Donna Oyer
aboard “Pelican”. Kay Sparrow with his sidekick Jacob
pulled in around midnight. “Chip Ahoy” arrived Saturday
with Chip & Louise Worster. Next in were Dave &
Brenda Merchberger on “Thirsty Whale”. Making his
first overnight venture with the Merchberger’s was their
new puppy, Cody. “Alibi” with Joe and Karen Coleman
was next to drop the hook. By now we had enough
crew to set up our beach area with tables, chairs and
the ECSA banner. Other members arriving were Dan &
Lisa Gemmill with their pup Meagan on “Lisa Kay”,
Johan Neve single handing it on “Vida’'s Figment, Heie
& Ruth Simonsen aboard “Outward Bound”, “Dolphin
Dancer” with Ron & Pam, Kristen & Lauren. New mem-
bers out for their first cruise with us were Joe & Stepha-
nie Pellegrino aboard “Felix”. Coming by dingy for a
visit were Alex Culjak and Keith Wright. Also stopping
by were Bill & Carla Jones.

Captain Katanna's Cruise
June 12-13, 2004

The cruise to Captain Katanna's is closing in. Twenty-
three members have already signed on and we hope
there will be more who will join in this annual function.
The estimated cost per person is $13.00 (beverages are
extra except for iced tea) and will include a buffet with
salad, rolls, potatoes and an entree. Choices are either
beef or chicken with plenty of side items. The buffet will
begin at approximately 1700 (5:00 pm.)

As in the past, the dessert selection is the result of ECSA
members bringing and sharing their favorite choice for
desert. AND, on Sunday there will be a pot luck breakfast
for those who anchor overnight.

For first timers, Captain Katanna's is located on the In-
dian River just south of the Diamond 99 Marina about 1
nm south of the Pineda Causeway on the western shore.

Please call cruise hosts Gil & Phyllis Paradies at 321-
779-9816 or sign up at the next meeting and reserve your
place at the feast.

July 4th Fireworks Cruise
July 3 - 5, 2004

Join us as we sail north to Titusville to watch “boom-
boom” Fireworks. Leaving our respective docks on Sat-
urday, July 3rd, we’'ll rendezvous at the Titusville Munici-
pal Marina late Saturday afternoon. You have an option
of reserving a slip in the marina or anchor in the anchor-
age just north of the marina. You are responsible for
making your own marina reservations, just let them know
you are with the ECSA group arriving for the weekend.
The marina’s phone number is 321-383-5600.

We are hoping to dine at our own Heie & Ruth Simon-
sen’s restaurant Pumpernickels on Sunday, July 4th.
Saturday we’ll have a pot luck dinner on the docks of. the
marina with potluck breakfasts planned for both Sunday
and Monday a.m.

The Fireworks are held in the park adjacent to the ma-
rina.

Questions? Please call hosts Clint & Robin Braswell at
321-779-0229 (home) or 321-427-1178 (Clint’s cell).
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AVIEW FROM THE
REAR...
by Chuck Delmater

With the Spring river race series completed and many of
the racers off to other races, vacations, the Bahamas
and so on, attendance at the awards party (hosted by
Dave and Brenda Merchberger) was a little light. [ think
we had more cruising sailors there than racers. It is
good to see the cruisers supporting the racers and the
more | talk with them, | remember that we are all racers
at heart it's just that some of us take the getting there
part of the journey a whole lot more serious than others.
Anyone that has not received a trophy (and is supposed
to get one) can do so at the next general meeting.
Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa for the winners
of the most recent series.

Anyone can hold the helm

i

i 1

i when the sea is calm !

i - Syrus Publiclius !
i

| i

£

W W W W W W W W W W W R W

Welcome New Members

Larry and Mary Ann Feldheim

Joe & Sherry Kern

Victor & Beth Patterson

On the Sea...

i

i
But you must at all times remember i
that the power of the sea is greater |
than anything else on earth; and that !
although many fleets have sailed over !
it, not one has conquered or harnessed l
it !

and no one ever will. i
Remember to, that like fire, the seaisa 1
good friend but a bad master; i

SO you must never, never allow i
yourself to get into a position where i
the sea takes control. i

- Uppa fox

i
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Member’s Classifieds

FOR SALE: 3 blade Prop. 17" dia x 13" pitch, 1” shaft.
$200 OBO. Contact Roland Norris, 321-783-9786

FOR RENT: 40 ft. slip in Melbourne Harbour. Call Mary or
Gus Williams for information. (H) 777-1095 or (C) 243-
8337

FOR SALE: 13 foot AMF Puffer. New sails, fun to sail
with or without jib. $950. Call Eric Horton 779-1538.

1] ‘mhres

MRS IR

SizE IMo 3mMOSs 6MOS 12vos

1/8 page 10.00 28.50 54.00 90.00
1/4 page 18.00 51.00 90.00 144.00
1/2 page 30.00 84.00 144.00 228.00
Full page  50.00 135.00 240.00 360.00
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ECSA 2004 Race & Cruise Schedule

CLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLELLELLLELLELELLLLLLEe

Date
June 12 - 13
June 19
June 26
July 3-5
July 17/18
July 24 - 25
Aug 14/15
Aug 14-15
Sept4-6
Sept 11/12

Sept 18

Event
Cruise to Capt. Katanna’s
Single-handed Race
Summer River Race #1
Fireworks Cruise to Titusville
Summer River Race #2/Women'’s Race #1
Cocoa Village Santa Maria BBQ Cruise
Summer River Race #3/Women's Race #2
Lake Shepard Cruise
Cape Canaveral Ocean Cruise
Double Handed Race/Summer Women'’s #3

Cruise to Dixie Crossroads—Titusville

Contact

Paradies
Lacy

Lacy
Braswell
Lacy/Beckett
Merchberger
Lacy/Beckett
Tyre

Neve

Delmater/Beckett

Schrader

L R S R O N TS

W R R R AR R A e R A R A AR RSN RS S 2220822082280 8282082200222822202228044

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION
PO Box 372054
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