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Next General Membership Meeting  
Wednesday, July 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd)  
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 

 
 
 

óGatorô from Lifelines presents 

Boating Safety Equipment  

    

JULY Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
 

2  MYC Summer Rum Race #5 
3-5 ECSA Cocoa Village Fireworks Cruise  
3-4 PCYC Firecracker Regatta 
7  IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #1 
11  IRYC Summer Race #1 
12  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
14  IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #2 
16  MYC Summer Rum Race #6 
17  ECSA Womenôs Fall Race #1 
21  IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #3 
24  ECSA  Spring -Summer Race #5  
25  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
28 IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #4  

 

AUGUST Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
 

1  ECSA River Challenge  
4  IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #5 
7  ECSA Womenôs Fall Race #2 
8  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
11  IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #6 
13  MYC Fall Rum Race #1 
14-15 ECSA Marker 21 Cruise  
15 IRYC Summer Race #2  
     More on the calendar in your directory . . . 



 

 

VIEW FROM THE  

 VICE  

COMMODORE  
 

Del Wiese 

The Gulfstreamer  
 

The Gulfstreamer is an every other year race from 
Ponce Inlet to Charleston, 227 nm.  The rhumb line from 
Ponce to Charleston just skirts the western edge of the 
Gulf Stream, so the strategy in this race is how far east 
of the rhumb line do you go to pick up more current and 
make up for the extra distance?  At the skippersô meet-
ing, the weather guy said the ñGulf Stream is gone.ò  A 
low off the east coast had generated near gale force 
winds that disrupted the surface current flow.  But we 
had some other data that indicated otherwise, so we 
headed east to current and victory.  Wrong!  The 
weather guy was right!  The boats that won ran the 
rhumb line.  We were 6

th
 of 9 boats officially and our 

finish was delayed considerably by no wind.  Took us 
4.5 hours to go the last 5 nm; how boring!  We should 
have been 4

th
 because they had an error in my rating 

but that is another story. 
  
I have both asymmetrical (cruising) and symmetrical 
spinnakers.  I have a sock for the asymmetrical which I 
use when cruising, but not for racing.  We have had 
some discussion among my crew lately regarding which 
is best  when broad reaching, 90 degrees of apparent 
wind.  We went out last Saturday and compared their 
performance, and the asymmetrical won by a half 
knot.  Winds were 12-14 with 
gusts to 16-18.  Boat speed 
(with a dirty bottom) got con-
sistently into the mid 7s and 
the symmetrical hardly ever 
broke 7.  It was lots of fun, 
especially since my crew got 
to do all the work of changing 
spinnakers multiple times. 
  
The dock master at MYC continues to present data that 
after a few years of exposure to sun, dock line strength 
deteriorates significantly.  They may not show signs of 
wear, but they have a fraction of their original 
strength.  I could not remember the last time I changed 
my dock lines so I put all new ones in the past 
week.  Food for thought, and action as appropriate, for 
you all. 
  
Del  
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THOUGHTS FROM 

YOUR COMMODORE  
 

John Geraci 

The Boat Unit ï  

Spending Simplified  
 

For those of you who have seen my boat, you know that 
she is a ñseasonedò (read ñneeds workò) veteran of the 
waters.  Being of 1975 vintage, there are lots of im-
provements that can be made since her coming out of 
the factory in Rhode Island.  You can now imagine that 
there will be a constant stream of money flowing directly 
from my job into the boat.  In fact, there is a cartoon that 
I have on my wall that shows a very happy fellow driving 
some 350 miles to the waterfront, turning into the docks, 
fishing a bucket out of the back of his car, and, whistling 
all the way, walking down to his boat.  There he pro-
ceeds to splash the contents of the bucket (money) on 
the bow of his boat, walks back to the car and drives 
home.  It is entitled ñJoys of Boat Ownershipò.  My 
friends tell me that BOAT stands for Break Out Another 
Thousand, and so on.  At a retirement seminar, the 
amount of money needed to retire was prefixed by the 
question, and I quote, ñhow big is your boat?ò  At that 
point, everyone turned around and looked at me, know-
ing that I had a boat.  I think you get my drift. 
 
Funny thing is that we all pour money into our beloved 
boats, so to soften the blow I would like to introduce The 
Boat Unit.  It is quite simple and youôll easily recognize 
what your boat unit amount would be once I give you 
the formula.  No matter what you do to your boat, there 
is a dollar figure that can be divided evenly into your 
projects.  Here is how it works:  I went down to the local 
boat store and found (on sale!) a GPS unit for the boat.  
By the time I was ready to lovingly install it on the Nav 
station, I spent a bit of money, but I figured the boat is 
worth it.  It was also worth it to know where I was, as 
opposed to relying on older technology (this was over 
12 years ago).  Now, to my non-boating friends, that 
one item cost a lot, but if you convert it to my Boat Unit 
(yes, you guessed it) it was only One Boat Unit. 
 
At first, I figured that amount was a random number, but 
it soon became increasingly evident that first purchase 
was actually my Boat Unit value in dollars.  The more I 
bought, the more familiar the totals became ï even pre-
dictable.  Easy? You bet! My wife Lynda and I were at-
tending a popular seminar at the Miami Boat Show 

(Continued on page 4) 




