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F o o t ,  T a c k  &  C l e w  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  S a i l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
 a n d  i s  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  e a c h  m o n t h  o r  a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . e c s a s a i l . c o m .  

The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the East Coast Sailing Association. 

 

General Membership Meeting 
 
 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd) 
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 
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  JULY Calendar of  EVENTS 

 Regatta Time in Abaco; July 3 - 12 
  7 - 8 PCYC Firecracker Regatta 
11 ECSA Membership Meeting & Potluck 
13  MYC Summer Rum Race 
14 - 15 ECSA Cruise to Cocoa Village 
15  IRYC Reverse Handicap #2 
15 MYC Small Boat Racing 
22  ECSA Fall Women’s #1 
27  MYC Fall Rum Race 
28  ECSA River Challenge 
29  IRYC Reverse Handicap #3 
29  MYC Small Boat Racing 

 
 

  AUGUST Calendar of  EVENTS 
  8 ECSA Membership Meeting 
10  MYC Fall Rum Race 
11 - 12 ECSA Conch Key Grille Cruise 
12  MYC Small Boat Racing 
18  ECSA Fall Series #1 
19  ECSA Fall Women’s #2 
19  IRYC Fall Series #1 
24 MYC Fall Rum Race 
26 MYC Small Boat Racing 
 
 



THOUGHTS FROM 
YOUR 

 COMMODORE…  
 

Donna Hartley Oyer 

By the time that you read this newsletter, we will be 
well into July.  I know it seems like months away, and 
it is, but now is the time of the year when Jim and I 
start planning and plotting our strategy for Pinedaville.  
This will be the last year that Jim and I will be hosting 
the festivities.  If you are overwhelmed with curiosity 
and interest and if you want to create memories and 
having fun doing so, please contact us.  We welcome 
you to join us this year in the planning stages of the 
annual Pinedaville celebration.  
 
I thought that my July article would be consumed with 
all of the adventures that we experienced while 
cruising the Bahamas but, “the best laid plans”! Well, 
we are 0 for 3 as far as cruising to the Bahamas on 
our boat.  “Three strikes and you are out”!  Have you 
ever thought that some things are just not meant to 
be?  Have you ever heard the phrases, “bad karma”, 
“bad mojo”, or how about just plain, “bad luck”?  
Those are just words and phrases that the 
“unfortunate”, use when things don’t go as planned.  
We want the ability to place the blame on someone or 
something for those lost opportunities, right?   It can’t 
just be a part of life, can it?  Of course it is.  Here is a 
realistic phrase, “---- happens”.  The weather doesn’t 
cooperate, someone gets ill, or of course those 
mechanical issues arise.  Those are just a few 
examples of what life is, especially on a boat; issues 
that are not always boat related, but life related.  But 
those few little annoyances will never keep us from 
following our plans or our dreams.  When spring 
arrives next year you will most likely see us getting 
our boat ready for the Bahamas ….again.  We are 
getting really good at that.  No bad karma, bad mojo, 
or bad luck around here.  We consider ourselves 
extremely lucky. 
 
“The things that the flag stands for were created by 
the experiences of a great people. Everything that it 
stands for was written by their lives. The flag is the 
embodiment, not of sentiment, but of history”.  
Woodrow Wilson 
 
H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y 
AMERICA! 
 
Happy Sails to You,  
 
Donna 
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VIEW FROM THE 
VICE…  

by  
 

VICE  COMMODORE   
Pam Vanderveer 

I just returned from a relaxing, weeklong vacation at 
Club Med Columbus Isle located in San Salvador, 
Bahamas. Its claim to fame, of course, is that 
Christopher Columbus first landed there in 1492. The 
island itself is small with only 3 tiny towns and a handful 
of residents. The real treasure is the water – it is 
crystal-clear blue – just mesmerizing.   
 
I was fortunate enough to sail just about every day on a 
Hobie Wave -- a 13’ resort catamaran that is a fun, fast 
little boat. Luckily enough, the equipment was in very 
good condition with all parts working including the pop-
up rudder system (that actually stayed down!).   
 
I had the opportunity to sail with both novice and 
experienced sailors and even gave a sailing lesson to a 
first-timer who only spoke French. I spoke using one 
word at a time in either French or English, kept it very 
simple, and used mostly visual instruction. Even with 
the language barrier, I was elated to see she was a 
natural!!! I never had to remind her about staying on 
course, how far to turn the boat to tack, or when to 
return the tiller bar to center. She went on to take a 
“real” lesson in French and then on the third day 
ventured off on her own.  Needless to say, she was 
very excited and so was I.  
 
In comparison, I sailed with a friend who has been 
sailing for years, owned her own boat, and currently 
crews on a racing sailboat. Surprisingly, she had a 
harder time than the novice staying on course and 
turning the boat. (Okay, so she’ll kill me if she reads 
this.)   
 
Afterwards upon reflection, I once again came to the 
conclusion that some people are simply born with “it” – 
the innate ability to sense the direction of the wind, pick 
a heading, and set the sails. For the rest of us, we just 
have to work harder at it and develop these sailing 
skills. Perhaps one way is to take note of the wind 
direction every time you step foot outdoors.  Some 
people hold up a wet finger to identify wind direction, I 
usually look for a flag, or will simply turn my head until I 
can feel the wind in both my ears (a personal physical 
defect I suppose). Experiment with what works best for 
you. Also take notice of how the wind will bounce off 
buildings or trees even though they may be a good 
distance away. Perhaps the next time you are out on 
the water, you will have a quicker response time. After 
all, even the most experienced & accomplished racers 
are always striving for a quicker time!  



TREASURER'S 
REPORT  
  by 

Tom Schrader 

 
No Secretary’s Report to 
publish  this month, since 

there was no June meeting. 

SECRETARY’S 
REPORT  

By 
 

Carol Wheatley 
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Tom & Barb Schrader are off 
cruising in the Bahamas, so 
next month’s Foot, Tack & 

Clew will have both a  
June & July 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Share your  
Spring/Summer  
Sailing Stories…  

 
If you have a fun story to 
share with all in our next 
Foot, Tack & Clew 
newsletter, just drop our 
newsletter editor an 
email with the fun-filled 
description of your sail-
ing/cruising adventures. 
 
Please e-mail to:  
bmerch@cfl.rr.com 
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 CRUISE QUARTERS  

July Cruise  
Details  

 
Our July Cruise is a laid back cruise to Cocoa Village 
the second weekend in July, the 14th & 15th.  Our 
Cruising Chairman, Ken Windsor, is hosting this 
cruise. Arrive sometime Saturday afternoon and an-
chor south of the power lines.  The approximate lat/lon 
of the anchorage is 28 deg. 21.25 min N; 080 deg 
43.35 min W.  Ken plans to gather the cruisers for a 
stroll into Cocoa Village for dinner Saturday evening.  
Plan on meeting at the dinghy dock around 5:30 p.m. 
(1730) and a plan will be made on where to dine that 
evening.  Who knows what might be planned after 
dinner—this group has been known to dance the night 
away at Murdock’s!  There will be a potluck breakfast 
the following morning and then off sailing to our home 
ports. 

An excerpt from the Godiva travelogue as Dave & 
Marci Hutson cruise the Caribbean…… 

“Quiet Anchorages”  
 
Our time in Charlotte Amalie, St Thomas, was ok.  
The anchorage is quite large and, if one doesn't 
mind anchoring in 30 feet of water, quite roomy.  No 
boats were right on top of us as is the case in other 
anchorages.  But Charlotte, bless her heart, has 
ferries zooming around, seaplanes grazing the top 
of the mast, and a rolly swell that comes in occa-
sionally.  We stayed in Charlotte Amalie for two 
weeks while we waited on parts, bought groceries, 
and did the Sunday cruiser beach bash.  After our 
friends left the Virgins for parts north and our parts 
came in, we decided to go someplace else.  Some-
place that wouldn't be so busy. 
 
We chose to go to Red Hook.  We found a nice an-
choring spot and settled in for a while.  That's when 
the ferries started zooming by.  I don't know why I 
thought the ferries didn't come to Red Hook.  They 
leave Charlotte Amalie.  They have to go some-
where.  Ok, some go to other places, but a bunch 
come to Red Hook.  Then, I tried to find a wifi site 
from the boat using my high gain antenna.  Nothing.  
Nada.  This is not good.  Marci and I went to shore 
to scope out the shore side businesses.  They had a 
grocery store (good), a few restaurants (better), and 
a Laundromat (great!).  Still, it wasn't a comfortable 
anchorage.  We decided to move again and find a 
calm anchorage. 
 
We sailed around the point to St James Island.  
There, we found a beautiful, calm, and quiet (most 
of the time) anchorage.  The water was clear 
enough to swim.  Just on a lark I set up the high 
gain wifi antenna and, to my amazement, found two 
sites that I could use.  Great!  We had it all - clean 
water, no ferries, wifi.  We snorkeled and noodled 
and watched the sunset.  After dinner, we counted 
the stars.  There were billions of them including the 
Southern Cross. 
 
We could have stayed forever except we had no 
place to take the garbage and no grocery stores.  
We got into a routine.  When the dinghy got filled 
with garbage and the sea gulls couldn't stand the 
smell, it was time to go around to Red Hook, take 
the garbage to the dumpster, and buy more grocer-
ies.  We did this for a week or so until we had to 
return to Charlotte Amalie to pick up our mail. 
 
Back to civilization, K-Mart, and McDonalds. 
Cap’n Dave and K-Mart Marci 



 
Member’s  

Classifieds  

 
FOR SALE:  1987 Ericson 34’ Sloop with 23HP Uni-
versal Diesel.  Extremely well maintained with lots of 
extras, including Adler Barbour Refrigeration, sepa-
rate top loading ice box, Robertson hydraulic autopi-
lot, 16,000 BTU Central A/C, fixed mounted solar 
panel on custom built arch, high-output alternator, hi 
capacity house battery bank, hot-water heater, recent 
barrier coat and bottom paint, etc, etc. $65,900. Call 
Clint at 321-779-0229. 
 
WANTED  - 2 SUNFISH AND TRAILER 
Wanted: 1 Sunfish in good condition for competitive 
racing, 1 trailer in good condition and 1 Sunfish for 
day sailing. Call Jim Boyd (321) 259-8829. 
 
FOR SALE:  1983 Catalina 27, Tall Rig.  Excellent  
Condition.  The Catalina 27 is one of the most suc-
cessful racer/cruisers ever built, featuring a quick turn 
of speed, agile helm, berths for 4+, head, galley and a 
standing room salon.  Zephyr  had an extensive refit 
in 2006, inc. a freshly remanufactured diesel engine 
in 2007.  She is ready to sail and priced below book 
at $14,950.  Contact:  Mike Wilson for details and 
photos.  321-779-5000 mdwilson@cfl.rr.com. 
 
FOR SALE:  1977 O'Day 27 sloop . Main, Jib & 
Genoa, Atomic 4 w/all service manuals. Auto tiller, 
bimini and more. Slip only $166 a mth!!! Includes 
fresh water, electric extra. Must sell, have another 
boat. Only $6000.00. Please contact Don Daube at 
321-271-9903. 
 
FOR SALE:  1979 Columbia 10’7 Sloop , 35’2”, 6’4” 
Headroom, White w/green stripe, 22 HP Yanmar Die-
sel low hrs., totally rebuilt transmission 5/06, bottom 
paint 5/06, Loaded: Alder Barber Fridge, champagne 
leather cushions, green bimini, dodger & bottomsid-
ers.  Sleeps 7, ready for cruising. 2nd owner. Please 
contact Bill Zajac at 321-773-5035.  For pictures e-
mail Jackie@etsnet.com.   The boat may be viewed 
at 458 Sandpiper Drive, Satellite Beach, please call 
first.  $39,500 or make offer. 

FOR SALE:  36’ center cockpit Watkins. Many new 
and like new items, e.g. sails, Mackpack, roller furler, 
Garmin color GPS, custom bimini etc.  Strong Perkins 
4-108 52 hp diesel. Call Kay Sparrow at 772-473-
9394. Priced at $38,000 OBO. 
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EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 372054 

Satellite Beach  FL 32937-0054 

 ECSA  2007 Race & Cruise Schedule  

Date Event Contact 

July 14 - 15 Cruise to Cocoa Village Windsor 

July 22 Fall Women’s Series #1 Delmater 

July 28 River Challenge Yates 

Aug 11 - 12 Cruise to Conch Key Grille Theriault 

Aug 18 Fall River Race #1 Yates 

Aug 19 Fall Women’s Series #2 Delmater 

Sept 1 - 3 Cape Canveral Ocean Cruise Neve/Windsor 

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa  
 for the most up-to-date information on   

the ECSA race schedule & race winners. 


