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F o o t ,  T a c k  &  C l e w  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  S a i l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
 a n d  i s  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  e a c h  m o n t h  o r  a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . e c s a s a i l . c o m .  

The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the East Coast Sailing Association. 
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Saturday, January 5th 
Holiday Inn 

Cocoa Beach 
Reservations Required 

 
Next General Membership Meeting 

 

Wednesday, February 13, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.  
 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd) 
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 

 
JANUARY  Calendar of  EVENTS 

Dec 29 -  
Jan 1 ECSA Cruise to Vero Beach 
5  ECSA Awards Banquet & Officer  Installation 
6  MYC Winter Rum 4 
12  ECSA Winter River Racing 1 
12 MYC Marker 21 Cruise 
12  ECSA  St. Augustine Cruise Departure 
13 IRYC Race of Champions 
13 MYC Small Boat Sunday 
20  MYC Winter Rum 5 
26  ECSA Winter River Racing 2 
Florida Sunfish Master’s Championship Jan 26—27 Palm Beach, FL 
26 - 27 ECSA Frostbite Cruise to Ballard Park 
27  ECSA Women’s Spring 1 
27 MYC Small Boat Sunday 
 

 FEBRUARY Calendar of  EVENTS 
 

SEE PAGE 5 



THOUGHTS FROM 
YOUR 

 COMMODORE…  
 

Ken Windsor 

 

Share the Passion  
 
 My own experiences with sailing came just after 
Pam and I got married. We bought a little 15 foot open 
day sailor and quickly found the need to Get A Bigger 
Boat. We went to a yacht broker and ordered a brand 
new Catalina 22 with all the bells and whistles. 
Coming to our senses a few days later we canceled 
the deal and wound up buying a used Catalina 25 
which we moored behind our favorite bar in 
Pensacola. We spent many weekends and evenings 
sailing around with friends.  
 We soon moved to central Florida and had our 
kids, 10 years went by. Pam’s sister had bought a 
Chrysler 23 earlier in the year and I began to wonder. 
Soon we owned a used Catalina 22 and began to 
spend all our free time on it, this time with our kids. 
For some reason it began to feel different. For the first 
time when I was off the boat, I craved being back on 
the boat. For me, it was then I realized sailing had 
turned into a passion. I began to read Latts and Atts 
magazine and it helped me to dream again.  
 Sitting at Pam’s sister’s house one day, on the 
counter sat a copy of a Foot, Tack & Clew. I picked it 
up and began to read, sharing it with Pam as I read 
through it. This sounds like our kind of club we 
agreed. We soon became members and went on our 
first cruise, St. Patrick’s Day down in Melbourne. We 
had no dinghy and really didn’t know how we would 
get in. As soon as the anchor was dropped we were 
greeted by three different members, circling our boat 
offering us a ride in. What a group I told Pam.  After 
spending time with other members that cruise, I found 
they had the passion too.  
 Several cruises later, I found I had developed 
another passion, a passion for the club, what it stood 
for and the people in it. After sitting on the sidelines 
we decided to host the Labor Day cruise and had a 
blast. It was that weekend I was approached about 
being Cruise Chairman and I jumped at the idea. Over 
the last year I have enjoyed helping to plan, host, and 
keep the cruises going with the help of too many 
people to name. Thank you for such a great 
experience! 
 As I begin this year as your Commodore, I would 
like to ask all of you to share your passion of sailing 
and this club with others. I watch as applications for 
membership get approved, people join but you don’t 

(Continued on page 3) 
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THOUGHTS FROM 
Your New 

 Past Commodore 
 

Donna Hartley Oyer 

      
Reflections  

 
     As my two year journey comes to an end and I 
search for that perfect anchorage, I reflect.  As I pre-
pare this boat for the new crew it is with a heavy heart 
that I batten down the hatches and walk away.  I can’t 
tell you how much that I have enjoyed every aspect of 
serving as Commodore.  I won’t get too far away 
though.  I hope to always be a part of ECSA.   
     There are so many people that I want and need to 
thank.  If I thanked everyone on an individual basis, 
this article would go on indefinitely.  So, I will just say 
thank you to all of you who volunteer your precious 
time and keep our club going strong.  For over 40 
years ECSA has sailed along successfully because of 
the members who give of themselves so unselfishly.     
I thank all of you for your friendship and your kind-
ness. 
     As Ken and the new Board start their reign, I know 
that you will give all of them your support and your 
encouragement.  I know that Ken will do an awesome 
job as Commodore.  Ken and his wonderful family 
have that deep passion for sailing that is all so famil-
iar.   
     Most importantly, untie those dock lines and get 
out there and enjoy your boat.  Go for a day sail or 
join us for one of our weekend cruises.  Enjoy a day 
racing or crewing.  Just get out there and sail your 
boat again.  Don’t let the time pass you by.  Your boat 
wants and needs to get out there on the water again.   
     What a warm, loving and kind group of people can 
be found among the membership of ECSA.  It is just 
one big happy sailing family.  Get involved and you 
will never regret it.  
     Each one of you has made a difference in my life.  
I hope I have made even the slightest difference in 
yours and that of ECSA.  
 
Happy Sails to You,  
 
Donna 
 

May I wish all of you a very 
Happy and Healthy New Year! 
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What does ECSA mean to you ? 
 
Despite the fact that my husband and I are relatively 
new to the ECSA, we have developed a real sense of 
family with the members of this club.  Frankly, it would 
be hard not to.  From the very first day that we ran 
across ECSA we felt a kinship – a sense of 
commonality.  We found a ready made group of friends 
who shared our love of sailing.   
 
A little over three years ago, we accidentally stumbled 
upon the ECSA Labor Day cruise as we were en-route 
out Port Canaveral for a day sail.  As we exited the 
barge canal and headed out the channel we noticed a 
clump of masts poking up around an island north of the 
power lines.   I said to Chris, “Look, I see our people 
over there.”  We tried to spy on you through the binocs 
as we headed out the port.  Fortunately for us as it 
turned out, the ocean was confused and the weather 
was icky that day.  We barely poked our nose out into 
the Atlantic when we found it was too rough and tucked 
tail back into the port for calm water.  Not wanting the 
day to be a total loss, we decided to go see what “our 
people” were doing up at the island.   
 
We snuck up on the ECSA boats and anchored w a a a 
a a a a y out in the outskirts of the anchorage, trying 
our best not to infringe.  I remember the long, wet dingy 
ride to shore.  When we got to shore Pam Coffee 
grabbed our painter, pulled us to shore, and said “Hi, 
you wanna beer?”  Now that is a proper way to 
welcome a fellow sailor!  Chris and I walked around the 
island, chatted a bit with the friendly strangers of 
ECSA, and tried our best to remain anonymous.  The 
sailor-folks on the island wouldn’t have that.  They 
invited us to share their dinner and even tried to 
convince us to move our boat in closer.  We knew right 
away that these were our kind of people.  I just can’t 
think of any other group of people that would be so 
welcoming and accepting of outsiders.  No 
qualifications necessary – well, except for a common 
love of all things sailing.   
 
Following my recent nomination as Vice Commodore, I 
found myself thumbing through the membership book.  
I was surprised at how many members there were.  As 
I looked through the pages of names in the ECSA 
directory it occurred to me how few of the members 
participate regularly.  I certainly am not trying to scold 
anyone - your level of participation with ECSA is a 

VIEW FROM THE 
VICE…  

by 
 Vice Commodore 

Susan Conrad 

 
Commodore’s 

 Report  
 - cont’d…  

choice that is completely up to you.  I would merely 
suggest that you to ask yourself, “am I getting 
everything I can from my membership?”  
 
There is no doubt that this is a great group of people.  If 
you are someone that maintains a membership, but isn’t 
very involved, I would encourage you to become more 
involved.  There are several opportunities available for 
members who are so inclined.  I know that Brenda 
Merchberger would love to pass the baton to someone 
who is willing to take over the job of putting together the 
newsletter.  More than that, I would just like to see more 
members attend the monthly cruises and meetings.  
Take advantage of the camaraderie, sailing knowledge, 
and mutual love of sailing in the members that make up 
our club.  This is the season for resolutions.  Let’s all 
resolve to make 2008 the year to rediscover our love of 
sailing.  I know that life often gets in the way of our best 
laid plans, but don’t forget that this is your club – get the 
most out of it! 
 
In closing, I would like to express my gratitude for being 
nominated as Vice Commodore for 2008.  I am truly 
honored to serve in this capacity for the coming year. 
Our exiting VC, Pam Vanderveer, is a tough act to 
follow.  She has been with the club for a long time.  She 
and her husband Ron have been very involved with 
ECSA.   Pam leaves big shoes for me to fill and I can 
only promise that I’ll give it my best.  

always see them. I encourage you, if you have never 
been on cruise or it’s been awhile, come join us or try 
racing if you like.  We have two teenagers and know 
how busy life can be. I find when we put our ECSA 
events on our calendar we schedule around them and 
make it happen.  
 Thank you for this opportunity and I will do my best 
to continue to plot a successful course for our club 
along with all those elected and appointed as it has 
been done so diligently by those before us. Thank you 
Donna for a great two years of leadership and also 
those who served under you, me being one, it was an 
enjoyable time.  
 

 See you on the water, remember;  
Share the passion. 

 
(Continued from page 2) 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 
General Membership Meeting 

Wednesday – December 12, 2007 
 

Vice Commodore Pam Vanderveer called the meeting 
to order at 7:10 p.m. Board of Governors present 
were Pam Vanderveer, Jim Yates and Carol 
Wheatley.  Elected Governors present were Neil 
Hodgson and Brenda Merchberger. Absent were 
Donna Hartley Oyer, Tom Schrader, and Roland 
Norris. 
 
COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board 
members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and 
past commodores, Pam welcomed all members on 
behalf of the Commodore; there were no guests. 
 
New Members : New applications for membership 
were presented and approved: 
· Chris Vonderheide, Stilletto 27, Vonderlust 

· Tom & Ann Knowlton, Bombay Clipper 31, 
Bodacious 
 
The Vice Commodore also announced the following: 
¨ Best wishes to our Commodore Donna Oyer after 

surgery; Sunshine Fund sent flowers. 
¨ Thanks to everyone who helped with Pinedaville. 
¨ If anyone is going on the Vero Beach Cruise on 

New Years, contact Ken Windsor to sign up. 
¨ Awards Banquet is Saturday, January 5. Make 

your reservations now (before December 15). 
 
GENERAL REPORTS: 
 
SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS: A motion 
was made, seconded and carried to approve the 
minutes of the November meeting and the November 
Treasurer’s report as published in the December 
Foot, Tack & Clew. 
 
VICE COMMODORE – Pam Vanderveer  – None. 
 
REAR COMMODORE – Jim Yates -  
 
River Racing & Women’s Racing  – Jim Yates – 
Double-handed Race had 18 boats. Everyone sailed 
well and fairly. Next race is to be January 12. Contact 
Jim if you want to race or would like to crew. 

SECRETARY’S 
REPORT  

By 
 

Carol Wheatley 
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Fleet/Cruising  – Ken Windsor – Donna & Jim did a 
great job on their last hosting of Pinedaville! We had 
some fabulous costumes. About 40 boats anchored in 
the cove and everyone had a great time. The Holiday 
Boat Parade Viewing Party is at Joanne Jacobs’ house 
on the Grand Canal. Parade starts at 6:00; lots of room 
to raft up if you want to be in the parade. Come early 
and jump in at the end of the parade. Cocktails at 4; 
dinner at 5; parade at 6. Bring a pot luck dish to share, 
some warm clothes and chairs to sit outside and enjoy 
the festivities. New Years Eve Cruise to Vero Beach; 
see November’s FT&C for details. Don’t forget to sign 
up for the Miami Boat Show. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
¨ Thanks to the nominating committee whose 

recommendations were published in November 
FT&C; no additional nominations were made from 
the floor. Proposed slate was voted on and 
unanimously carried. Congratulations to the new 
board. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
¨ There will be a cruising planning meeting after the 

general membership meeting tonight. Please 
consider hosting an event. It doesn’t require a lot 
and you get to meet lots of new folks. 

¨ The north entrance to Grand Canal is filling in and 
is only 4 to 4.5 feet deep right now. The Marine 
Resources Council is revisiting the dredging issue. 
If anyone is interested in participating in this 
initiative, let Walt Adams know. 

 
With there being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:22 p.m. There was no program because 
of the pot luck dinner preceding the meeting. Donna & 
Jim and the board wish you a Happy 
Holiday! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Wheatley. Secretary ECSA 
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TREASURER'S 
REPORT  
  by 

Tom Schrader 

Income Statement  Fiscal YTD  

REVENUE Dec 07 Sep 07—Aug 08 

Activities Income 2,433.00 2,943.00 

Advertising Income - 144.00 

Membership Dues 70.00 6,125.00 

Merchandise Income 33.00 566.00 

Misc & Sunshine Income      318.13 747.13 

Total Revenue 2,854.13 10,525.13 

EXPENSES   

Activities Expense - 2,176.71 

Bank Charge - - 

Dues & Subscriptions - - 

Insurance - - 

Miscellaneous 396.40 673.86 

Postage/Delivery 61.88 307.64 

Printing/Repro 71.55 278.64 

Rent - - 

Sales Tax  54.53 

Sunshine Fund                              

Total Expense 529.83 3,491.38 

Net Income 2,324.30 7,033.75 

Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2007  

Assets   

Checking  8,441.83 

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00 

Security Deposit  100.00 

Total Assets  9,483.83 

Liabilities & Net Worth  

Unrestricted Cash  6,432.86 

Retained Earnings  (3,982.78) 

Net Income  7,033.75 

Total Net Worth  9,483.83 

Sunshine Fund Balance: 508.47 

 
 

Welcome New Members  

Tom & Ann Knowlton 
525 Escambia Street 
Indian Harbour Beach, FL  32937 
321-773-9212 
Bombay Clipper 31 Bodacious 

Chris Vonderheide 
25 Bouganvilla 
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931 
321-403-1904 
Stilletto 27 Vonderlust 

 
FEBRUARY Calendar of   
LOCAL  SAILING  EVENTS 

 

Sunfish Valentine’s Massacre - Port Charlotte 
 Feb 2 - 3 

3 MYC Winter Rum 6 
3 TSC Spring 1 
9  ECSA Winter River Racing 3 
9 MYC Marker 21 Cruise 
10 IRYC Spring 1 
10  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
13  ECSA General Meeting 

Laser Masters Midwinter’s East Feb 15 - 17 
Lake Eustis Sunfish Regatta Feb 16 - 17 

16  ECSA Miami Boat Show Bus 
17  TSC Spring 2 
17 MYC Spring Rum 1 
23  ECSA Winter River Racing 4 
24  ECSA Women’s Spring 2 
24 MYC Small Boat Sunday 



 
FROSTBITE Cruise  

to Ballard Park 
 
Join us for our January "frostbite" cruise to Ballard 
Park on Saturday, January 26th.  Arrive Saturday 
afternoon and anchor out or sail into the lagoon at 
Ballard Park and anchor in the "mud".  We'll have 
a potluck dinner beginning around 5 p.m. at the 
Pavilion and create our own sort of evening enter-
tainment. 
 
Morning coffee provided at the Pavilion at 8 a.m., 
then off to sail prior to heading for your home 
dock. 
 
Please sign up at the Awards Banquet or contact 
the cruise hosts to RSVP.  Cruise hosts are Joe & 
Karen Coleman aboard Alibi.  Their contact infor-
mation is email - joecoleman@cfl.rr.com or call 
321-773-3265. 
  

Ballard Park 

 Latitude & Longitude 

28 deg 7.5 min N 

80 deg 37.4 min W 

 

  CRUISE  
QUARTERS  
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Holiday Boat Parade 
 

A big thank you  to Joanne Jacobs for hosting our an-
nual boat parade viewing party.  We had 2 sailboats in 
the parade which departed from Joanne’s dock -- 
 
¨ Joe & Karen Coleman with guests aboard Alibi 
¨ Bob Cahall and son Chris aboard Wind Catcher. 
 
A special note of appreciation and a job well done to 
Chris Cahall who choreographed their lights to the 
music playing from Wind Catcher. 
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Miami Boat Show Bus Trip 

Saturday, February 16, 2008 
Leave the driving (and gas $$) & parking hassles behind! 

 
Cost:     $48.00 per person 
 

Includes:     Transportation (new bus!), admission, gratuity for bus driver, breakfast,                            
     snacks & beverages 
 

Departs:  Merritt Island    6:00 a.m. (Harbortown Marina) 
 Melbourne  6:45 a.m. (Osler Medical US1 Bldg) 
 

Arrives Miami:  10:00 a.m. 
Departs Miami:                    5:00 p.m. 
 

· Sign-up via email to bmerch@cfl.rr.com or call 321-917-3698 
· Please make checks payable to ECSA and mail to the ECSA PO Box, attn: Bus Trip.   
· Full payment due by Thursday, January 31, 2008 or you will lose your seat! 
 
Questions?  Contact  Brenda 
Merchberger at 321-917-3698 or    
  bmerch@cfl.rr.com.  
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Member Classified Ads  

FOR SALE:  1987 O’Day 27’ Draft 2'11"!  2003 Honda 9.9 four stroke engine, wheel steering, 
autopilot, bimini, dodger, GPS, VHF, surround stereo w/controls at the helm. Household sized 
head, new in 2006. Berths for up to six. A joy to sail with friends and easy to sail solo with all 
controls led to the cockpit. $12,500.  Call or email Carla Stewart for more details—
paulcarlastewart@bellsouth.net or 321-783-1552. 

FOR SALE:  Lindenberg 28,  “Fivespeed ”.  Complete racing inventory includes 2 Mains, 6 
headsails, and 3 spinnakers.  2004 Merc 5 hp 2 cycle motor in great shape.  Comes w/yard 
trailer suitable for local hauling.   Comes fully equipped with all the gear you need to race right 
now.  New racing bottom March 2006.  New bulkhead and refit in 2006.  Surveyed for insurance 
in 2006 at $20,000.  This proven winner can be yours for $16,500.  Call Gary Smith for details.  
Cell 321-698-4351. 

FOR SALE:  1981 Catalina 27’ new engine, great condition.  $13,000 or best offer.  Call Ken 
Windsor at 321-459-2720. 
 
FOR SALE:  36’ Watkins center cockpit. Many new and like new items, e.g. sails, Mackpack, 
roller furler, Garmin color GPS, custom bimini etc.  Strong Perkins 4-108 52 hp diesel. Call Kay 
Sparrow at 772-473-9394. Priced at $38,000 OBO. 
 
FOR SALE:  55# DELTA ANCHOR....$150;  55# 3 PC ABI FISHERMAN ANCHOR....$75; SAIL-
RITE YACHTSMAN HD SEWING MACHINE...$50  Call  Steve 321- 693-3580 
 
FOR SALE: 10’ RIB Hypalon Boat US (Avon) in good condition (no patches) w/Mercury 9.9 hp 
short shaft outboard, like new, including transferable warranty  good thru 03-09, flushing attach-
ment, gas tank & hose, canvas engine cover. Dinghy & motor $2,000.00.  Contact Mike Wilson, 
mdwilson@cfl.rr.com or 321-779-5000. 

FOR SALE:  1987 Ericson 34’ Sloop with 23 HP Universal Diesel.  Also includes a 2004 Zo-
diac 9’ dinghy with cover and 5 hp Yamaha outboard. Extremely well maintained with lots of ex-
tras, including Adler Barbour refrigeration, separate top loading ice box, Robertson hydraulic 
autopilot, 16,000 BTU central A/C, fixed mounted 120 watt solar panel mounted on custom built 
arch, high-output alternator, flat-panel TV and DVD player, hi-capacity house battery bank, hot-
water heater, recent barrier coat and bottom point, etc, etc. $62,500. Call Clint at 321-779-0229 
or for more info go to http://home.cfl.rr.com/islandgirl. 

FOR SALE:  Balmar 7-Series, model 70-80 alternator. Externally regulated, 80 amp output, 
dual-foot 3.15”ID. Only used for a few months, so it’s pretty close to being new. $150.00. Call 
Clint – 321-779-0229.. 

 
Place your sailing classified ad here… (free to members.)  Just contact Brenda Merchberger via 
e-mail: bmerch@cfl.rr.com or  phone 321-917-3698. 
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East Coast Sailing Association 
2008 Cruising Calendar  

 
  Dates      Event           Host 
   
 Dec 29 – Jan 1 New Year’s at Vero Beach  
       Municipal Marina          Oyer  

 Jan 5     Awards Banquet          Vanderveer 

 Jan 12    Cruise Group to St. Augustine     Fletcher 

 Jan 26 – 27   Frostbite Cruise to Ballard Park      Coleman  

 Feb 16    Miami Boat Show Bus Trip      Merchberger 

 Mar 8 - 9   Cocoa Village Mardi Gras       Merchberger 

 April 12 – 13  6th Annual Progressive Dinner &  
       Poker Rally            Worster 

 May – June   Bahamas cruise groups       Paradies 

 May 3 – 4   7th Annual Boy Scout Island Fish Fry    Windsor 

 May 10    Cruise Group to South Beach / Miami   Hodgson 

 May 24 – 26  Memorial Day Weekend to Sebastian   Host Needed  

 Jun 14 – 15   Cruise to Marker 21         O’Shea 

 Jul 4 – 6    Cruise to Titusville for Fireworks     Coleman 

 Aug 16 - 17   Cruise to Chowders Restaurant     Theriault  

 Aug 30/Sep 1  Labor Day –   
       Cape Canaveral/Banana River     Windsor / Neve 

 Sep 13 – 14  Cruise to Titusville & 
       Dixie Crossroads Dinner       Fletcher  

 Oct 11 – 12   Jones’ Merritt Island BBQ Bash     Jones  

 Nov 1 – 2   St. Petersburg Sail Expo     

 Nov 15 – 16  Pinedaville            Committee  

 Dec 6 – 7   Seven Seas Cruising Association GAM  Merchberger 

 Dec 13 or 20  Holiday Boat Parade – Grand Canal   Jacobs 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 372054 

Satellite Beach  FL 32937-0054 

 
 
 

 ECSA  2008 Race & Cruise Schedule  

Date Event Contact 

Jan 5 ECSA Awards Banquet & Officer Installation Vanderveer 

Jan 12 Winter River Racing 1 Edwards 

Jan 12 St. Augustine Cruise Departure Fletcher 

Jan 26 Winter River Racing 2 Edwards 

Jan 26 Frostbite Cruise to Ballard Park Coleman 

Jan 27 Women’s Spring 1 R. Yates 

 

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa  for the most up-to-date 
information on  the ECSA race schedule & race winners. 


