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Next General Membership Meeting  
 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd)  
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 

 

Marlene Sassaman 
presents: 

ñSailing Solo at Sixtyò 
  

 

 FEBRUARY  Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
 

6  ECSA Womenôs Winter Race #2 
7  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
10 ECSA  General Membership Meeting  
13 ECSA Bus Trip to Miami Boat Show  
14  MYC Spring Rum Race #1 
20-21 IRYC Catalina Mid-Winters 
21 MYC Small Boat Sunday 
27-28 ECSA Cocoa Village Mardi Gras Cruise  
28  IRYC Winter Race #2 
28 MYC Spring Rum Race #2 
    

MARCH Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
 

7  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
10 ECSA  General Membership Meeting  
13-14 ECSA Titusville Dixie Crossroads Cruise  
14  MYC Spring Rum Race #3 
20 ECSA Spring -Summer #1  
20-21 MYC Sunfish Masterôs 
21  IRYC Winter Race #3 
21 MYC Small Boat Sunday 
26 MYC Spring Rum Race #4 
  More to come. . . 



VIEW FROM THE  

 VICE  

COMMODORE  
 

Del Wiese 

Race to Key West  
 
I had a surprise regarding Vice Commodore responsi-
bilities today; I have to write a monthly article!  Although 
I am a published author (I got paid for a review of my 
boat), I am far from an accomplished writer.  I decided 
to write about the Ft. Lauderdale to Key West race be-
cause it is both a race and a cruise.  We departed on 
Sunday, January 10.  In the morning there was ice 
hanging off of plants due to freezing temperatures.  We 
had a very cold sail to Ft. Pierce and overnighted at the 
City Marina.  On Monday we had another cold sail, or 
mostly motor sail, to Ft. Lauderdale.   Skippersô meeting  
was Tuesday evening, and the race started at 1 pm on 
Wednesday.   
 
We were the third start, PHRF D; seven boats started in 
our class.  It was a very light downwind start, and 
stayed that way for about 40 nm of this 160-nm 
race.  Then the winds filled in from the NW, 20 knots or 
so, for the remainder of the race.  We led our class at 
the 40 nm point.  The spinnaker run became a beam 
reach and the winds built in the early morning hours to 
the point where we switched to the asymmetrical spin-
naker, after rounding up too many times.  This sail set-
tled the boat down, doing 8+ knots until the halyard 
shackle let go and dumped the sail in the water.  We got 
it back without obvious tears but when we re-hoisted it, 
as soon as it filled it blew out.  We had to fly a jib until 
the wind settled down enough to put the symmetrical 
spinnaker back up.   
 
We finished third, but could probably have had a second  
place without the blown spinnaker. The second-place 
boat beat us by only nine minutes.  First place was a 49
-foot Cherubini schooner that went by us like we were 
sitting still.   
 
We had a near collision when a boat from another class 
came up on us in the dark (against the rules) and 
rounded up right in front of us.  He was dead in the wa-
ter and we could see his keel.  We probably would have 
sunk him had we hit him.  This happened while we were 
flying a jib and the helmsman was able to steer below 
him missing by too small a margin. 

  
The awards party was Friday night and we departed for 
home Saturday morning.  It was still blowing 20 knots 

(Continued on page 6) 
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THOUGHTS FROM 

YOUR COMMODORE  
 

John Geraci 

Sailing vs. HGTV  
 

I have heard a lot of reasons that keep sailors at the 
docks and not out sailing.  I have a unique excuse that 
holds the boat securely to the dock better than my hurri-
cane tie-up:  it is my wife Lyndaôs projects. Not that 
sheôs jealous of the boat, as she loves our boat as much 
as I do (after all, she wanted the radar).  What she is 
contending is that her projects seem to fall behind the 
boat projects and they should get the same attention.  
After all, this is an equal opportunity household.  The 
theory is correct but in practice it is quite one-sided.  
You see, she watches HGTV.  Now to put this into per-
spective, HGTV or Home and Garden Television, in my 
house is really HDTV or Honey Do Television.  In my 
wildest dreams, I could not possibly concoct the magni-
tude or the degree of complexity that HGTV provides 
with their professional staff that effortlessly turns out 
cozy seating areas, amazing water features (but Dear, 
we live on a lake!) and the like, all of which are well be-
yond my capabilities.  The problem is, Iôm handy and 
Lynda knows it.  She will watch a team of professionals 
whip together a complete garden area or pergola and 
she simply turns to me and says, ñyou could do thatéò  
Now there is only one of me and they have an entire 
team. 
 
My boat projects are simple easy things, such as check-
ing the masthead wind unit or replacing the galley 
counter top (things that require time).  I have been 
slowly restoring the boat, lovingly replacing the cushions 
(which were made for me) and replacing the outdated 
radio with a modern VHF that I didnôt have to make from 
scratch, and which will keep me within earshot of the 
Coast Guard, lest I need them.  All this versus painting 
the house or building an outdoor kitchen.  So when 
Lynda and I head down to the boat show, she has her 
shopping list all ready and I am still thinking about what 
Iôm going to need to complete the three or four projects 
so I can go sailing.  To keep the boat from being 
nudged entirely off her Honey Do list, I get to add pro-
jects too, but I can only add them at the bottom.  Even-
tually they bubble up to the top and I get to work on 
them, getting me closer to that day I can drive away 
from the dock. There are some tasks that are preemp-
tive, such as changing the oil or the fuel filters or the 
impeller, since those items are safety related and are 
absolutely necessary. 

(Continued on page 6) 



SECRETARYôS 

REPORT 
 

Mary Ann OôShea 
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EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 
General Membership Meeting 

and Awards Banquet 
Saturday, January 9, 2010 

 
Commodore Ken Windsor called the meeting to order at 
6:37 p.m. Flag Officers present were Ken Windsor, Bob 
Cahall, Jim Edwards and Mary Ann OôShea.  Elected 
Governors present were Dave Cordial, Dave Merchber-
ger, and Don Theriault. Absent: Gil Paradies. 
 
New Flag Officers present were John Geraci, Jim Ed-
wards, Karen Coleman and Loretta Schnitzius. Elected 
Governors present were Dave Cordial, Don Theriault 
and David Keane.  Not present was Del Wiese. 

 

COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board 

members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and past 
commodores, Ken welcomed all members and thanked 
the Melbourne Yacht Club for the use of its facility for 
the banquet. 

 
SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS : A motion was 
made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of 
the December 9, 2009, general membership meeting.  
At the Board meeting the night before, the December 
Treasurerôs report was found to have a discrepancy.  A 
revised report will be published in the February Foot, 
Tack & Clew, and submitted for approval at the Febru-
ary general membership meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 6:41 p.m. for dinner.  Following the dinner, 
racing and cruising awards were presented and new 
officers were officially instated. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Ann OôShea, Secretary, ECSA 

 

Hospitality  
 

Volunteers to bring refreshments  
for our February Membership  

Meeting are 
   Terry Schorn and Joann Theriault . 

 
 Thank you! 

TREASURER'S 

REPORT 

 

Karen Coleman 

Income Statement  Year to Date  

REVENUE Jan 10 Sep 09 - Aug 10  

Activities Income 1,074.00 3,451.71 

Advertising Income - - 

Membership Dues - 5,150.00 

Merchandise Income - 60.00 

Misc & Sunshine Income        -  58.11 

Total Revenue 1,074.00 8,719.82 

EXPENSES   

Activities Expense 922.10 2,933.29 

Bank Charge - - 

Dues/Subscriptions - 34.00 

Insurance - - 

Miscellaneous/Office Supplies - 43.77 

Postage/Delivery 50.92 184.08 

Printing/Repro 435.55 435.55 

Rent 221.10 281.10 

Sales Tax - 6.75 

Sunshine Fund        37.10         37.10 

Total Expense 1,666.77 3,955.64 

Net Income  (592.77) 4,764.18 

Balance Sheet as of January 31, 2010  

Assets    

Checking  6,588.61 

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00 

Restricted Cash (Sunshine Fund) 470.76 

Security Deposit  100.00 

Total Assets   8,101.37 

Liabilities & Net Worth  

Unrestricted Cash  6,432.86 

Retained Earnings  (3,095.67) 

Net Income  4,764.18 

Total Net Worth   8,101.37 


