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F o o t ,  T a c k  &  C l e w  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  S a i l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
 a n d  i s  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  e a c h  m o n t h  o r  a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . e c s a s a i l . c o m .  

The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the East Coast Sailing Association. 

 
�

Next General Membership Meeting 
 

Wednesday, February 13, 2008 - 7:00 p.m.  
 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd) 
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 

 
Join your fellow club members for an informative session  

Presented by Ernest Brown of 

Brevard County Water Management 

 
 

FEBRUARY  Calendar of  L OCAL  SAILING  EVENTS 
 

Sunfish Valentine’s Massacre - Port Charlotte 
 Feb 2 - 3 

3 MYC Winter Rum 6 
3 TSC Spring 1 
9  ECSA Winter River Racing 3 
9 MYC Marker 21 Cruise 
10 IRYC Spring 1 
10  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
13  ECSA General Meeting 

Laser Masters Midwinter’s East Feb 15 - 17 
Lake Eustis Sunfish Regatta Feb 16 - 17 

16  ECSA Miami Boat Show Bus 
17  TSC Spring 2 
17 MYC Spring Rum 1 
23  ECSA Winter River Racing 4 
24  ECSA Women’s Spring 2 
24 MYC Small Boat Sunday 



VIEW FROM YOUR 
 VICE  

COMMODORE…  
 

Susan Conrad 

Defining Success  
 
I haven’t been out sailing for a while, so I will have to 
let my mind wander a bit for this article.  No worries 
though, I am blessed (or is that cursed?) with a 
rambling mind.  Lately I have been thinking a lot about 
what defines success.  I am writing this at the tail end 
of the big holiday commercial push, which leaves me 
with a particularly bad materialistic taste in my mouth.  
My husband has a co-worker that is consumed with 
climbing professional and social ladders in the name 
of success.  She lives in the right neighborhood, 
wears the right clothes, and drives the right car.  She 
has a son who she is sculpting in her likeness, to be 
successful.  Her son wears the right clothes, drives 
the right car, and attends the right prep school.  She 
told my husband that she pays $30,000 annually for 
her son to attend this school.  She lectures anyone 
who will listen on the importance of preparing her son 
to be successful in life.   
 
A few days ago we talked to the captain of a beautiful 
sailboat that recently arrived on our dock at 
Harbortown Marina.  He was delivering an impeccably 
restored 35’ semi-custom British-made boat to its new 
owner.  He told us that the owner had just 
commissioned a complete refit of the vessel at a cost 
of $500,000.   I guess I should have been impressed 
by this – the owner must be quite successful to throw 
that kind of money into a 35’ boat.   
 
Success and money go hand in hand, right?  Once 
you are successful you will have more money and can 
buy a better car, a bigger house, a fancier boat, 
expensive shoes and so on.  Well, isn’t that what we 
learn from TV?  Who sold us on this idea that 
amassing wealth and acquiring possessions equates 
to success and why do we buy into this? Why would 
anyone judge the level of my success based on 
whether my shoes are made by Gucci or K-Mart, and 
worse yet, why would I let anyone?   
 
It occurs to me that there is no ‘real’ definition of 
success – rather everyone’s perception is based on 
their own desires and influences.  As I go along in my 
journey of life, I notice that my perception of what 
defines success is changing.  I am becoming less 
interested in trying to build an empire.  I am less 
impressed by the spoils of monetary gain.  
Alternatively, I find more joy in life’s simple pleasures 

(Continued on page 4) 
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THOUGHTS FROM 

Your Commodore 
 

Ken Windsor 

The Gift to Sailors  
 

 Recently at one of my favorite watering holes I 
tried to explain sailing to a total stranger. He asked 
me about lots of things, then he asked me about how 
long it would take to get to St. Augustine. He laughed 
and looked at this thirty something ocean going power 
boat moored near by and told me I should get one of 
those, I could get there in hours not days. As I began 
to explain further I could see in his face that he just 
didn’t get it. It’s those times that make you realize that 
as sailors we are given a gift.  
 The gift is total appreciation for time and all it 
holds. Its not just about the destination, it’s about the 
journey. Things move so fast in the day to day stuff 
that people are completely wishing their time away 
just getting to the next thing. With sailing there are so 
many things that happen along the way they some-
times overshadow the excitement about the destina-
tion all together.  
 Around many campfires at our ECSA cruises I 
have told and been told those infamous sea stories 
that sailors are known for. Everyone has them. But if 
you listen carefully, you’ll find most talk about the jour-
ney. The storm they got into, the things they had to go 
through, the peacefulness they feel as they watch the 
sun set over the water, the oneness with nature as the 
stars appear and all you can hear is the wind fluttering 
in your sails.  
 Picture this; a beautiful Florida day with sun shin-
ing and white puffy clouds dot the sky. The wind is a 
steady 15 knots off your stern quarter. The sails are 
full and your boat is cutting through the water effort-
lessly. You set the autopilot, kick back in the cockpit, 
and your mate brings you a coldy. You look out across 
the water and from behind you eight pelicans flying 
low in formation cross your bow. Splash! A pod of dol-
phins surface near the boat, one so close you swear 
you could have touched it if you knew it was coming. 
Peacefulness overcomes you. To yourself you think; it 
just doesn’t get any better than this. It’s the journey. 
Then one of those million dollar power boats go flying 
by. The pelicans fly away, the dolphins dive, the boat 
is now pitching and your beer spilled.  
 Think of what they missed. They missed the jour-
ney. Sailors get that special gift of every time the dock 
lines are cast the unknown adventure begins immedi-
ately. But those dock lines do need to be cast off for it 
to happen. Join us on our next cruise or race and 
don’t forget, share the passion.  
See you on the water, Ken 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 
General Membership Meeting 
Saturday – January 5, 2008 

 
Commodore Donna Hartley Oyer called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. Board of Governors present 
were Donna Hartley Oyer, Pam Vanderveer, Jim 
Yates and Carol Wheatley.  Elected Governors 
present were Neil Hodgson and Brenda Merchberger. 
Absent were: Tom Schrader, and Roland Norris. 
 
COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board 
members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and 
past commodores, Donna welcomed all members and 
their guests. 
 
New Members : New applications for membership 
were presented and approved: 
¨ Rochelle Yates, Lindenberg, Mouse. 
¨ John & Svetlana Beasley, Tangerine. 
¨ Rick & Fran Wagner, Morgan Outland, Loose. 
 
Following dinner, the general membership meeting 
resumed: 
 
GENERAL REPORTS: 
 
Joe Coleman – Awards Chairperson  presented an 
overview of the year’s activities and gave “special” 
awards to some of our “special” members! As usual, 
Joe’s sense of humor and talent for creating the right 
award for the right member was hilarious.  
 
SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS: A motion 
was made, seconded and carried to approve the 
minutes of the December meeting and the December 
Treasurer’s report as published in the January Foot, 
Tack & Clew. 
 
VICE COMMODORE – Pam Vanderveer  – Thanked 
everyone for their support during the year. 
 
REAR COMMODORE – Jim Yates  –  
 
River Racing & Women’s Racing  – Jim Yates – 
Presented awards to the racers and thanked 
everyone for their participation with special 
acknowledgement to Jerry Moores for “always being 
there” on the race committee boat. Following are the 

SECRETARY’S 
REPORT  

By 
 

Carol Wheatley 
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first place winners: 
¨ Robert X. Perry Award – Jerry Ross 
¨ Jubilee Trophy – Jerry Ross 
¨ River Challenge - Jim Edwards 
¨ Edward S. Lazowska Memorial Trophy – Jim Miller 
¨ Women’s Championship – Rachele Ross 
¨ Cirripedia Cup – ECSA winner was Jim Edwards; 

Cup retained by MYC 
¨ Jim Yates – Single handed Race 
¨ Neil Squires – Double handed Race 
¨ Rochelle Yates – Women’s Fall Series 
Fleet/Cruising  – Ken Windsor – Ken thanked 
everyone for their help and participation in making our 
cruising year a memorable one. He acknowledged Don 
Theriault for being ready to help anyone at any time…a 
true mariner in every sense of the word. Ken presented 
the following awards: 
¨ Blue Water Cruising – George & Terry Schorn 
¨ Bahamas Cruising – George & Terry Schorn 
¨ Florida Waters Cruising – Robert & Judith Wiley 
¨ Indian River Cruising – Ken & Pam Windsor and 

Joe & Karen Coleman 
¨ Inland Water Cruising – Not awarded this year 
¨ Jim Ross Memorial Trophy – Chip & Louise 

Worster 
 
General Awards  
¨ Dot Hardenstein Award – Susan Conrad 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
Outgoing Commodore Donna Hartley Oyer introduced 
the new board: 
Ken Windsor – Commodore 
Susan Conrad – Vice Commodore 
Joe Coleman – Rear Commodore 
Tom Schrader – Treasurer 
Carol Wheatley – Secretary 
Fleet Captains: 

Cruising – Bob Cahall 
River Racing – Jim Edwards 
Women’s Racing – Rochelle Yates 

Elected Governors: 
Roland Norris 
Neil Hodgson 
David Cordial 

 
With there being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:27 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Wheatley 
Secretary ECSA 
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TREASURER'S 
REPORT  
  by 

Tom Schrader 

Income Statement  Fiscal YTD  

REVENUE Jan 08 Sep 07—Aug 08 

Activities Income 1,804.66 4,747.66 

Advertising Income 144.00 288.00 

Membership Dues 130.00 6,255.00 

Merchandise Income 50.00 616.00 

Misc & Sunshine Income                  -        747.13 

Total Revenue 2,128.66 12,653.79 

EXPENSES   

Activities Expense 3,714.92 5,891.63 

Bank Charge - - 

Dues & Subscriptions - - 

Insurance - - 

Miscellaneous - 673.86 

Postage/Delivery 80.74 388.38 

Printing/Repro 591.27 869.91 

Rent - - 

Sales Tax 28.08 82.61 

Sunshine Fund         53.34              53.34     

Total Expense 4,468.35 7,959.73 

Net Income (2,339.69) 4,694.06 

Balance Sheet as of January 31, 2008 

Assets   

Checking  6.102.14 

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00 

Security Deposit  100.00 

Total Assets  7,144.14 

Liabilities & Net Worth  

Unrestricted Cash  6,432.86 

Retained Earnings  (3,982.78) 

Net Income  4,694.06 

Total Net Worth  7,144.14 

Sunshine Fund Balance: 455.13 

 
View from  
the Vice 

Commodore 
 - cont’d…  

– I take note of silly little things like the smell of 
coffee in the morning or the feeling of the days’ 
last rays of sun on my face.  Oh yeah, and 
definitely I find more joy in sailing these days. 
 
Sailors are generally a practical lot, and more 
apt to take things at face value.  They don’t care 
about your credentials outside of sailing – 
typically, they have a very different view of what 
success means.  When I strike up a 
conversation with someone on the dock, he or 
she doesn’t give a hoot if my jeans bear a 
designer label.  If you want to impress a sailor 
you better be able to relate a story of racing 
downwind in a gale while flying a spinnaker…
or…of a crossing to Bermuda in which you lost 
all electronics and had to navigate by calculating 
the angle of the sun and using nothing but your 
thumb and index finger to shoot your bearings.   
 
I think that the reason sailors are so down to 
earth is because sailing is the great equalizer.  It 
never fails that the minute I lose my sense of 
humility about sailing, I am quickly brought back 
down.  Sailing grounds me.  My boat also 
provides me with the opportunity to go to my Zen 
place – a place where I can escape from stress 
and ditch the burdens of life.  Things are much 
clearer when you are out on your boat, and away 
from the influences of society.  You are the 
master of your universe when you are out on the 
ocean.  When I raise the sails, turn off the 
engine, and listen to the hull slicing through the 
water, nothing else in the world matters to me at 
that moment.  At the end of a good day of 
sailing, I smile and think to myself, “What a 
successful day that was.”  
 
An interesting additional bit of information about 
the prep school mentioned above - the head 
master has recently given his resignation.  Turns 
out that he has decided to buy a sailboat and sail 
around the world.  Maybe there is something to 
prep-school after all? 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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by Brenda Merchberger 
 

Join us on Saturday, March 8th for ECSA’s 8th 
Annual Mardi Gras cruise and Space Coast’s 17th 
Annual New Orleans Street Party.   There is live 
music on several stages. Food, drinks, Novelties 
and a Street Party complete with tons and tons of 
beads, doubloons and prizes for all.  Log on to 
www.spacecoastmardigras.com for more informa-
tion. 
 
For those arriving by boat, we will anchor on the 
SW side of State Road 520, south of the power 
lines. (Lat: 28 Deg 21.25 Min N  Lon: 80 Deg 
43.35 Min W)    
 
Food & beverages are 
available within Cocoa 
Village during the eve-
ning.  However, a 
large group will walk 
over to a nearby Mexi-
can restaurant to fill up 
on tortilla chips and 
Mexican fare prior to 
the parade/street 
party.   We will gather 
by the entrance of Lee 
Wiener Park (directly 
across from the boat 
ramp) at 6:00 p.m. and 

 

   
   CRUISE  

QUARTERS  
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walk to dinner.  After dinner, we will  try to gather our 
group together for the parade, approximately 30 min-
utes (or more) before the parade starts at 9:00 p.m. 
(The earlier you are there the better chance in a front 
row spot). Look for us near the courtyard/gazebo area.   
�
Tickets are required for the event if you enter after 5 
p.m. on Saturday.  Discount tickets are available prior 
to event.  Please sign up either at the February Gen-
eral Membership Meeting or send an e-mail to 
bmerch@cfl.rr.com and I will purchase advanced tick-
ets for you.  Tickets at the gate are $13 and advanced 
tickets are $8 per person You may also purchase ad-
vance tickets yourself through various pre-sale ticket 
locations—check the Mardi Gras website for more de-
tails. 
 
The following morning, boaters are invited to join in a 
potluck breakfast at the Lee  Weiner Park pavilion at 
0800 prior to sailing to our home ports. As Dave and I 
are hosting the event, please contact either of us any 
questions  Dave’s cell is 321-394-1297 and Brenda’s 
is 321-917-3698.  
 
     Remember:  No “pre” beading allowed! 
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Another Great New Year’s Cruise 

 to Vero Beach 
by Karen Coleman for the Oyers 

 
On Saturday morning December 29 a number of 
ECSA boats headed south to Vero.  Unfortunately, 
hosts Jim and Donna Oyer were not able to make the 
trip after all.  Typically for an ECSA cruise the wind 
was on the nose, but it was a light wind bringing warm 
temperatures so we didn’t complain TOO much about 
not being able to sail.  Gail and David on Mrs. C had 
left Friday, so they were already at the marina when 
Chip and Louise on Chip Ahoy, Bruce and Pat on Lit-
tle Attitudes, Bob on Judith III, John and Loretta on 
Grafin-Loretta, and Joe and I on Alibi arrived Saturday 
afternoon.  There was the usual boat-to-boat sociali-
zation before we met at a pavilion for a potluck dinner.  
Once again it worked out that, without prior consulta-
tion about contributions, we had quite an assortment 
of meat, side dishes, salads, breads, and desserts.   
 
Sunday was a no plans day, but we all decided to din-
ghy over to the beach and have breakfast at the Sea-
side Restaurant.  Afterward, some took walks around 
town or to church and some just relaxed on the boats 
enjoying another beautiful day in Paradise.  I noticed 
an ECSA burgee on a boat I didn’t recognize, so Joe 
and I went over and met new members Zip and Clare 
Zipperly on Silent Partner with their friends, Frank and 
Connie up from Stuart.  We invited them to join the 
rest of us for drinks and hors d’oeuvres on/near Mrs. 

(Continued on page 9) 

 
Frostbite Cruise 
by Karen Coleman  

 
I am happy to report that once again there was no frost 
at the Frostbite Cruise, though it did get quite chilly.   
We arrived early and we (I) cleaned the birds’ deposits 
off the pavilion tables and covered them (the tables) 
with tablecloths and games.  The pub puzzles got the 
most attention, as people took turns trying to get the 
rings off, some with more success than others.   
 
Boats and people drifted in all afternoon, with most 
boats sticking in the mud and tying to trees as in years 
past.  The final count was 14 boats and 57 attendees.  
We had new members, old members attending their 
first cruise, and many of the usual crowd.  The new 
attendees had been concerned about what to add to 
the buffet, but the potluck system worked yet again and 
there was plenty of everything, including the traditional 
birthday cake for Jim Oyer.  The possible rain showers 
in the forecast apparently went elsewhere. 
 
Most of the boaters stayed up a little later than usual, 
but there was a party-hearty crowd that outlasted us 
and was visited by a nice Melbourne policeman about 
10 p.m.  He wasn’t too concerned about the alcohol 
consumption in the park once he realized that they 
were behaving themselves and wouldn’t be driving 
anywhere.   
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Miami Boat Show Bus Trip 
Saturday, February 16, 2008 

 
For those joining us on our annual trek to the 
Miami Boat Show, the departure  times are as 
follows: 
 
6:00 a.m.   Harbortown Marina 
    Merritt Island—off of SR 528 
 
6:45 a.m.  Osler Medical Building 
    930 S. Harbor City Blvd (US 1) 
    Just north of Nasa Blvd 
 
CONTACT INFO:  
Dave Merchberger 321-394-1297  
Brenda Merchberger 321-917-3698 

Frostbite Cruise 
 continued 

We woke up at 6:00 a.m. Sunday to the sound of 
someone trying to start his dinghy so he could rear-
range his lines.  Their boat had shifted in the night 
and was moving in on others. The first mate offered 
me a strawberry-rhubarb pie if I would maintain their 
confidentiality.  That was a splendid bribe and I cer-
tainly would have kept their secret if Carla and Bill 
had actually given me the pie!  After the fellows got 
the boat anchored further out, Joe put the coffee on 
and most of the boaters showed up with goodies for 
breakfast.  Our hero Simon even delivered fresh 
doughnuts. 
 
The trip home was trying for most of us.  The boats 
heading to the barge canal had a long trip with a 
stiff cold wind in their faces.  Jendy and Mystic 
Dream said “phooey” to that and stayed south an-
other day.  Those of us that return home via the 
Banana River were dismayed to learn that Mathers 
Bridge had been down since the previous afternoon 
and there was no telling when it would be open 
again.  Windcatcher and Chip Ahoy anchored and 
Alibi made big slow circles.  Chip and Louise din-
ghied me to our dock just north of Mathers, so I 
drove them home, and I went to a play.  Chip re-
turned to his boat and let Joe tie a line to the tug 
until the bridge finally opened about 2:30.   
 
In spite of the travel difficulties on Sunday, it was 
another enjoyable cruise. How could it not be when 
we had the following in attendance?  Joe and Karen 
Coleman on Alibi, Chip and Louise Worster on Chip 
Ahoy, Bob and Chris Cahall on Windcatcher, Neil 
and Sally Hodgson on Miss Faith, Don Daube on 
Knot Chores, Ed and Jackie Harrison on Shadow, 
Roland Norris on Captiva, Kenny and Brandon Win-
dsor on Mystic Dream, Don and Linda Montplaisir 
on Starfish Thrower, Paul and Carla Stewart on Isla, 
Chris, Susan and Park Conrad on LaLeLu, Bill and 
Carla Jones on Starbird, Alan, Jennifer, Daniel, 
Amanda and Adam Clendenin on Jendy, Kevin and 
Louise Walters on Serena Rose, Ashton Hough, 
Klaus and Milli Grah, Jim and Donna Oyer, Carol 
Wheatley, Simon Koumjian, Eileen Kiesel, David 
and Gail Cordial, Erwin Kissenberth, Clay Ber-
nichon, Pat O’Brien, Don and Rhoda Bosley, Jean 
Freeman, Karen Lee and Dave, Ralph Crawford, 
Winnie Lambert, and guests John and Elaine 
Schnabel, Jack, Jane and Shannon Gordon, Donnie 
May, and Jessica Daniels. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Member Classified Ads  

FOR SALE:  1987 O’Day 27’ Draft 2'11"!  2003 Honda 9.9 four stroke engine, wheel steering, auto-
pilot, bimini, dodger, GPS, VHF, surround stereo w/controls at the helm. Household sized head, new 
in 2006. Berths for up to six. A joy to sail with friends and easy to sail solo with all controls led to the 
cockpit. $12,500.  Call or email Carla Stewart for more details—paulcarlastewart@bellsouth.net or 
321-783-1552. 

FOR SALE:  Lindenberg 28,  “Fivespeed ”.  Complete racing inventory includes 2 Mains, 6 head-
sails, and 3 spinnakers.  2004 Merc 5 hp 2 cycle motor in great shape.  Comes w/yard trailer suitable 
for local hauling.   Comes fully equipped with all the gear you need to race right now.  New racing 
bottom March 2006.  New bulkhead and refit in 2006.  Surveyed for insurance in 2006 at $20,000.  
This proven winner can be yours for $16,500.  Call Gary Smith for details.  Cell 321-698-4351. 

FOR SALE:  1981 Catalina 27’ Yanmar 15 hp diesel <400 hrs, under warranty.  Wheel steering, 
autopilot, 140 Genoa roller furling, 2 deep cycle batteries (2008), AM/FM CD player w/cabin & cock-
pit speakers.  New in 2005:  Mainsail, macerator pump, 750 watt inverter, battery charger, all stand-
ing rigging, VHF radio & antenna, all wiring, Blue Seas electrical panels.  All wood in near furniture 
condition.  Bimini, winch & sail covers.  Draft 4 ft., bridge clearance 44 ft. Capacities:  Fuel: 17 gal-
lons, water 25 gallons, and holding tank 17 gallons.  Head piped for fresh water flush—no odor!  All 
safety equipment up-to-date including Arial flares and rescue sling.  Set up for cruising and ready to 
sail.  Catalina is one of America’s most popular affordable family boats and this well maintained, ex-
ceptionally clean vessel is a must see.  Please call or email for photos.   $13,000 or best offer.  Loca-
tion:  Merritt Island, FL.  Call Ken Windsor at 321-459-2720 or bpjbw@aol.com. 
 
FOR SALE:  ATN “Gail Sail” storm jib , in great condition (hardly ever used), sized for a 28’ to 35’ 
boat. For more info on these, check out www.atninc.com.  $250 (West Marine sells this size for 
$785). I also have a Spinnaker with a spinnaker shoot in fair condition. Don’t know the exact dimen-
sions, but it was originally purchased for a 30” sloop. $100.  Call Clint – 321-779-0229. 
 
FOR SALE:  36’ Watkins center cockpit. Many new and like new items, e.g. sails, Mackpack, roller 
furler, Garmin color GPS, custom bimini etc.  Strong Perkins 4-108 52 hp diesel. Call Kay Sparrow at 
772-473-9394. Priced at $32,000—all offers considered. 
 
FOR SALE: 10’ RIB Hypalon Boat US (Avon) in good condition (no patches) w/Mercury 9.9 hp 
short shaft outboard, like new, including transferable warranty  good thru 03-09, flushing attach-
ment, gas tank & hose, canvas engine cover. Dinghy & motor $2,000.00.  Contact Mike Wilson, 
mdwilson@cfl.rr.com or 321-779-5000. 

FOR SALE:  1987 Ericson 34’ Sloop with 23 HP Universal Diesel.  Also includes a 2004 Zodiac 9’ 
dinghy with cover and 5 hp Yamaha outboard. Extremely well maintained with lots of extras, includ-
ing Adler Barbour refrigeration, separate top loading ice box, Robertson hydraulic autopilot, 16,000 
BTU central A/C, fixed mounted 120 watt solar panel mounted on custom built arch, high-output al-
ternator, flat-panel TV and DVD player, hi-capacity house battery bank, hot-water heater, recent bar-
rier coat and bottom point, etc, etc. $54,900. Call Clint at 321-779-0229 or for more info go to http://
home.cfl.rr.com/islandgirl. 

FOR SALE:  Balmar 7-Series, model 70-80 alternator. Externally regulated, 80 amp output, dual-foot 
3.15”ID. Only used for a few months, so it’s pretty close to being new. $100.00. Call Clint – 321-779-
0229.. 

 
Place your sailing classified ad here… (free to members.)  Just contact Brenda Merchberger via e-
mail: bmerch@cfl.rr.com or  phone 321-917-3698. 



Hospitality  
 

Volunteers to bring goodies and 
help assist in the galley for our  

February Membership Meeting are: 
 

¨ Vicki Boukalis 
¨ Karin Mann 

           Thank you! 

 
 

Welcome New Members!  

Michael & Shirley Young 
2365 Armadillo Ct 
Cocoa, FL  32936 
321-637-9091 
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C, where most of us ate enough to forgo supper.   
 
Monday was another brilliant sunny day.  We saw that 
Norm and Roberta had arrived on Cat’s Meow the 
night before, so they joined those of us that dinghied 
for breakfast at the Seaside again.  The rest of the day 
was spent much like Sunday (without church, but with 
ice cream at the beach) walking or relaxing and visiting 
with each other until it was time to walk over to the Riv-
erside Café for our New Year’s Eve dinner.  Dave and 
Brenda Merchberger arrived with Jean Derry (Bob 
Wiley’s crew), Bob and Linda Norway came to stay on 
Cat’s Meow, and Tom and Mary Ann O’Shea also 
drove down to join us.  After a wonderful dinner and 
final champagne toasts, most of us weren’t ready to go 
to bed, even thought it was after dark (sailor’s bed-
time), so we met back at the pavilion and managed to 
stay awake – some with prodding – until after midnight.  
We were joined by the crew dogs Annie, Tugger and 
the five Pomeranians who provided entertainment. 
 
Tuesday started out okay, but got cooler as the 
weather deteriorated and we headed north – into the 
wind, of course.  Alibi made it back without getting 
much rain, but others got caught in some heavier 
showers.  Joe and I had a Three Stooges moment at 
the dock as we left the boat.  I was on the dock with 
one heavy bag in hand and the cart.  As Joe stepped 
from Alibi to the dock with a heavy bag in each hand, a 
strap got caught on the gate and threw him off balance.  
He fell toward me so that he wouldn’t go into the drink, 
my face was buried in his chest so I couldn’t see, and 
we lurched back and forth trying to regain our balance, 
hoping not to fall off the finger pier.  When we were 
finally steadied, I asked if anything fell into the water.  
Joe said, ‘Just the cart, but look, I’m standing on the 
bungee cord.”  So I was able to retrieve the cart and 
we only worried about how many people in the condos 
had seen us! 

(Continued from page 6) 

New Year’s Cruise to Vero Beach 
 continued 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 372054 

Satellite Beach  FL 32937-0054 

 
 
 

 ECSA  2008 Race & Cruise Schedule  

Date Event Contact 

Feb 9 Winter River Racing 3 Edwards 

Feb 16 Bus Trip to Miami Boat Show Merchberger 

Feb 23 Winter River Racing 4 Edwards 

Feb 24 Women’s Spring 2 R. Yates 

Mar 8 - 9 Cocoa Village Mardi Gras Cruise Merchberger 

Mar 15 Spring/Sumer River Racing 1 Edwards 

Mar 30 Women’s Spring 3 R. Yates 

 

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa  for the most up-to-date racing info 


