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Next General Membership Meeting  
Wednesday, August 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd)  
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 

 
 

Bring a dish and your  
cruising stories to share at our  

August Potluck Dinner  

    

AUGUST Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
 

4  IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #5 
7  ECSA Womenôs Fall Race #2 
8  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
11  IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #6 
13  MYC Fall Rum Race #1 
14-15 ECSA Marker 21 Cruise  
15  IRYC Summer Race #2  
18 IRYC Mosquito Wednesday #7 
21 ECSA  Fall Race #1  
22 MYC  Small Boat Sunday 
25 IRYC Fall Wednesday #1 
27 MYC Fall Rum  Race #2 
 

SEPTEMBER Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
1  IRYC Fall Wednesday #2 
4-6 ECSA Labor Day Cruise to Ft. Pierce  
4-5 PCYC Lobster Regatta 
5  MYC  Small Boat Sunday 
8  IRYC Fall Wednesday #3 
10 MYC Fall Rum Race #3 
11 ECSA Womenôs Fall Race #3 
15 IRYC Fall Wednesday #4  
18 ECSA Fall Race #2  
          More to come  . . . 



 

 

VIEW FROM THE  

 VICE  

COMMODORE  
 

Del Wiese 

Sweet Memories  
 

No, this article has nothing to do with chocolate, al-
though I could probably write an article on that subject; 
it involves Marker 21 Island.  When our son and daugh-
ter were young, many years ago, since they are now 38 
and 43 respectively, we spent many memorable week-
ends at Marker 21 Island.  My boat was Love for Sail, a 
Cal 25 that I bought from Jim Conner, who subse-
quently bought his Cal 27 White Lightning.  We have 
many memories of these weekends, most all of them 
pleasurable.  It had been about five years since I last 
went to the island, and that trip my crew was not any of 
our kids.  It had been much longer since Iôd been there 
with either of our kids. 
  
Our daughter, who has five children, has never lived 
near us in the 23 years she has been married.  Robin 
and her husband, Keith, who were classmates at De-
Laura and Satellite, got married right after graduating 
from college and moved away.  Now they are back in 
Satellite Beach, about 3.5 miles from our home.  Words 
cannot describe how happy I am to have my daughter 
and grandchildren that close.  Last week, Robin and all 
the kids, plus two others who were visiting, piled into 
Chasing Rainbows and made the trek to Marker 21 Is-
land.  It is amazing but the island has not changed in 30 
years.  The sand spit is still there and the water is deep 
right up to the shore.  We anchored, swam, dived, kay-
aked and reminisced about trips long ago.  The younger 
kids wandered around the island and found interesting 
shells and other pieces of useless stuff (which is now in 
a plastic bag somewhere on the boat!).  We grilled hot 
dogs for lunch and had a marvelous sail home.  We look 
forward to our next trip to the island.  It will not be five 
years from now! 
 
Del 
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THOUGHTS FROM 

YOUR COMMODORE  
 

John Geraci 

Itôs all about the Journey 
 
I have many conversations with fellow boaters who in-
variably ask me how long it takes to sail to the Baha-
mas.  They seem surprised when I tell them it takes me 
ten hours to sail from Lighthouse Point to West End, 
and an additional two days to reach Spanish Cay, 
where we usually clear customs.  The puzzled look on 
their faces disappears when I add that I have a sailboat.  
ñOhò is the response that follows.   
 
Now, I also enjoy outings on powerboats ï in fact my 
friend, Phil, decided to move his boat, the Rittsea, from 
a small marina on the St. Johnôs River to one of the ma-
rinas at Cape Canaveral and wanted me along for the 
ride.  I told him my mechanicôs skills and navigational 
skills would be handy, but I couldnôt vouch for my ability 
to drive a boat on plane.   I couldnôt imagine flying down 
the Intracoastal at 25 knots, skimming across the water 
and pivoting on the propeller and rudder instead of the 
keel. Fortunately, for the first couple of hours we were in 
the river there was very little traffic.   
 
I happened to be driving when we were approaching a 
sailboat ï thoughts raced through my mind, and I tried 
to quickly calculate where I needed to dump us off of 
the plane and not create a huge wake that would rear-
range the glasses in their cupboard.  I slowed down 
about a boat length astern and we slowly rose on my 
following wave as I nudged the 28-foot boat past the 
sailboat.  The guy at the helm had a big smile and 
waved ï whew, I had avoided a colorful metaphor!  
Once I was well clear of his bow, I jumped back on 
plane.  Phil later remarked that he was glad that I was at 
the helm to pass the first sailboat, since he has been 
aboard Avventura when careless boaters have blown by 
with little concern for the sailboatôs contents swapping 
places and wanted to see how I passed.  
 
Pretty soon, we were flying under bridges, racing by 
trees full of white heronsô nests and only pulled into a 
quaint river marina because the gas gauge was high-
lighting the letter ñEò. A hundred gallons later, we were 
back on plane. A few hours later, we emerged from the 
St. Johnôs into the Mayport area ï crowded with all 
kinds of traffic criss-crossing the bay where the inlet and 
the Intracoastal mixed. I wanted to go outside for awhile 

(Continued on page 6) 

 

Is your Foot, Tack & Clew  still being  
delivered by US Mail?    

 

Get it sooner (with color pictures, too) via email .   
Notify Mary Ann at maoshea@bellsouth.net. 

 

Thank you!  

mailto:maoshea@bellsouth.net?subject=Email%20Newsletter%20Distribution
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TREASURER'S 

REPORT 
 

Karen Coleman 

Income Statement  Year to Date  

REVENUE July ó10 Sep 09 - Aug 10  

Activities Income 107.50 6,382.21 

Membership Dues 175.00 6,060.00 

Merchandise Income 18.87 202.87 

Sales Tax 1.13 1.13 

Advertising Income 174.00 520.24 

Miscellaneous Income - - 

Sunshine Fund        12.50  96.61 

Total Revenue  489.00 13,263.06 

EXPENSES   

Activities Expense 81.58 5,253.74 

Bank Service Charge - - 

Dues & Subscriptions - 79.00 

Insurance - 2,388.48 

Miscellaneous 17.83 1,443.87 

Office Supplies - 24.41 

Postage/Delivery 35.20 478.63 

Printing/Repro 50.88 763.61 

Rent - 281.10 

Sales Tax 5.28 14.19 

Sunshine Fund        -         154.38 

Total Expense  190.77 10,881.41 

Net Income  298.23 2,381.65 

 

ECSA Shipôs Store 
 

ECSA jackets are now available in all sizes .  Buy 
yours now, and one for your mate, too, so you'll be 
ready when the cooler weather comes.  If you can't 
imagine being cooler, buy one of the CoolTies to 
wrap around your forehead, especially when you 

must work on your boat in this hot weather! 

 

Womenôs  

Racing  
Susan Jackson 

 

 
July 17

th
 was the first race of our series that runs 

through December. It was an exciting race day 
with gusty wind, roll outs, strategic maneuvers, 
near collisions, and one protest. Mouse set the 
pace, and was so far out in front at times it was 
hard for some of us to see her. Way to go 
Mousettes! Six boats competed: Mouse, JôPeas, 
Sleighride, Zinfandel, Rendezvous, and Fast Lane, 
in order of overall placement. Results can be 
found on the ECSA website under womenôs rac-
ing. Beautiful photos capturing some of the key 
m o m e n t s  a r e  a t  h t t p : / /
www.melbourneyachtclub.com/ under Event Pho-
tos. Thank you, Ross Herbert, for the photos! 

http://www.melbourneyachtclub.com/
http://www.melbourneyachtclub.com/
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Secretaryôs Report  
Loretta Schnitzius 

 

EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION  
General Membership Meeting 

July 14, 2010 
 
Board Members Present: John Geraci, Del 
Wiese, Loretta Schnitzius, Karen Coleman.  No 
Elected Board of Governors members were pre-
sent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Commodore John Geraci called 
the meeting to order at 7 p.m. Following introduc-
tion of the board members, fleet captains, program 
chairs, and past commodores, John welcomed sev-
eral guests. 
 
NEW MEMBERS: The following were presented 
and approved for membership at the Board of Gov-
ernors Meeting: 

Doug & Debra Kuiken, Orlando/Satellite Beach, 

Irwin 33ï Escapade 

Jim & Carol Aitken, Melbourne, Bristol 30 ï 

Linda Mae 
New members approved at the General Meeting: 

Ed & Cheryl Byer, West Melbourne, Gemini 34 

ï Lady Bug 

Warren & Grace Green, Indian Harbour Beach, 

Ranger ï TBD 

Michael & Sandy Palumbo, Satellite Beach, 

Hunter 33 
 
SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS: Motions 
were made, seconded and carried to approve the 
minutes of the May 12, 2010, General Membership 
meeting, and the Treasurer's report, as published in 
the June Foot, Tack & Clew and the meeting report 
by Karen Coleman, Treasurer, that we received an 
additional check of $214.65, after the published 
report. 
 
COMMODORE John Geraci: Because of a conflict 
with the Seven Seas GAM, the cruise to the Pineda 
Causeway will be moved up so that the outing will 
not interfere with other dates. The new date will be 
announced at the next general meeting. 
Tom Knowlton needs chain for a new race marker 
buoy. There was call for anyone with spare chain 

laying around to give him a call. 
Jennifer & Alan Clendinen need an available dock 
for their sailboat. Mary Ann will put it in the next 
Foot, Tack & Clew. 
There was an announcement that there will be a 
Country Western night with Square Dancing at the 
Melbourne Yacht Club on July 31 at 7 p.m. Serving 
light snacks. The cost is $10/couple and $7/single. 
The ECSA joined the Boat US organization which 
enables members to join for a discount (½ price). 
Cost is $15 for ECSA Member instead of $30. Use 
the number at the top of the FT&C. 
Warren Green announced that there will be a 1,000-
mile ocean race next year on the Wednesday follow-
ing Mother's Day. The current race is the Tybee 500 
and they are hoping to extend it as a memorial to 
Mike Worrell. The race makes a stop in Cocoa 
Beach. 
We recently held 3 cruises: Memorial Day, Squid 
Lips and 4

th
 of July. Thank you, Colemanôs and The-

riaultôs for hosting the cruise. Memorial Day Cruise: 
Members drank 3 ½ gallons of Bahama Mamas and 
only one person hit the water. Squid Lips was very 
successful and was held inside and outside the res-
taurant. It rained at the 4

th
 of July outing but every-

one had a good time and the fireworks went on. 
Ross will send CD's to John to put on the website. 
The next meeting will be a potluck. 
Thanks to Karen and Joe Coleman for the refresh-
ments tonight. 
 
VICE COMMODORE Del Wiese: Del announced 
that he is busy earning a living. There are two slots 
open in the club, for publicity and advertising. If 
someone takes the spot this year, since most of the 
year is gone, they could possibly do six months this 
year and continue into 2011. 
 
The coed series has one more race. The 24

th
 of July 

will be their last one. The mark at the Dragon is 
gone. It is a 55-gallon blue drum. If you are on the 
river, and find a blue marker near the shore please 
put it in Jim Henry's backyard. 
Susan Jackson: A new series starts Saturday in 
Women's Racing. They are looking for new women 
racers. 
Ron Tyre announced that there will be three races 

(Continued on page 7) 




