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F o o t ,  T a c k  &  C l e w  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  S a i l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
 a n d  i s  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  e a c h  m o n t h  o r  a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w . e c s a s a i l . c o m .  

The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the East Coast Sailing Association. 

 
General Membership Meeting 

 
 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd) 
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 
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AUGUST Calendar of  EVENTS 
  8 ECSA Membership Meeting 
10  MYC Fall Rum Race 
11 - 12 ECSA Conch Key Grille Cruise 
12  MYC Small Boat Racing 
18  ECSA Fall Series #1 
19  ECSA Fall Women’s #2 
19  IRYC Fall Series #1 
24 MYC Fall Rum Race 
26  MYC Small Boat Racing 
 

SEPTEMBER Calendar of  EVENTS 
1 - 3 ECSA Cape Canaveral Ocean Cruise 
1 - 2 PCYC Steak and Lobster Regatta 
2  IRYC Fall Series #2 
7  MYC Fall Rum Race 
9  MYC Small Boat Racing 
12  ECSA Monthly Membership Meeting 
15  ECSA Fall Series #2 
16  ECSA Fall Women’s #3 
16  IRYC Fall Series #3 
21  MYC Fall Rum Race 
22 - 23 ECSA Cruise to Titusville and Dixie Crossroads   
   Dinner  
23  MYC Small Boat Racing 
29  ECSA Fall Women’s #4 
29 - 30 MYC Mermaid Regatta 



THOUGHTS FROM 
YOUR 

 COMMODORE…  
 

Donna Hartley Oyer 

     There is so much to talk about as we approach the 
end of August which is the end of the fiscal year.  
(Only 120 days until Christmas!)  
     You will be receiving your membership renewal in 
the mail this month.  Please review all of your 
personal information, make any changes necessary 
and send your renewal and your check back as soon 
as possible. (Please! Please! Please!)  Dave 
Merchberger will be using this information to prepare 
the 2008 directory.  The new directories will be 
available at the banquet  in January.   The renewals 
are due by August 31, so please send them back right 
away.  
     There are two cruises coming up. There is a cruise 
to Conch Key Grille August 11th and 12th, and then the 
annual Labor Day cruise to “Sailor’s Island”.  The 
Labor Day cruise is another one of those cruises that 
has been historically affected by the weather.  Sailor’s 
Island is one of the spoil islands located just north of 
the Canaveral Locks.  Because the Labor Day cruise 
is a “long weekend”, the cruisers decided to have the 
cruise close to the Port to take advantage of a day of 
sailing offshore.  I think we have only been offshore 
once in the last six or seven years because of weather 
(even Hurricane Francis rained on our parade!)  
Nevertheless, we have always had an enjoyable time 
over Labor Day.  Even though the weather hasn’t 
always cooperated, we have always had plenty of fun 
to go around.   It is a very relaxing weekend and 
hopefully this year we can get in a day of ocean 
sailing.  The year that we did get offshore, we rafted 
up out in the ocean and took a swim.   So get away 
from that dock and join us over Labor Day for three 
days fun-filled days on your boat.  
     The racing schedule continues with the fall series 
starting on Saturday, August 18th.   If you are 
interested in entering your boat or if you are interested 
in crewing, contact Jim Yates.  Jim will give you all of 
the information necessary to get out on the water and 
get involved in the club.  The rewards are many! 
    Do you know our secretary, Carol Wheatley?  Let 
me give tell you a little bit about her in what I will call 
an “up close and personal” mini-interview.  Carol is 
doing such a fantastic job as secretary, I thought there 
are some things that you may want to know about her.  
Carol joined ECSA in 2002 after she got “hooked” the 
very first time that she went sailing.  She purchased 
her previous boat in 2002, but then sold her in 2004.  
Carol remained an associate member until she bought 
her current boat, her beloved 25’ Irwin 10/4 named 
“Bodacious” in 2006.  Carol loves sailing so much that 

(Continued on page 4) 
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VIEW FROM THE 
VICE…  

by  
 

VICE  COMMODORE   
Pam Vanderveer 

As most everyone knows by now, Pam and I sold our 
old Hunter 27, named Dolphin Dancer, to Al Pappas 
last June after owning it and cruising with the club for 
the past four years. So we have officially clocked a full 
year without our own boat. It’s been an interesting 
journey.  
 
But we decided that we liked the cruising ‘thing’, and 
our girls liked it too, and we should probably try to find 
a boat that I could stand up in, and one that had a berth 
that I could actually lay down on. The journey for the 
“next boat” began. That journey, which is not yet over, 
is the subject of this month’s column (bailing out my 
wife again!). 
 
The first criterion that Pam and I agreed on was that 
the boat was going to have to be at least 38 feet LOA. 
That was the only size class that we found that had 
enough headroom for a 6 foot 4 inch goon like me. 
Excellent, one down and only 999 criterion to go! 
 
Then we agreed that we wanted to get as seaworthy a 
boat as we could afford. Maybe not an Island Packet, 
but something a bit burlier than a J-boat. And we 
needed a boat with a layout that would accommodate 
Pam and I, as well as Lauren and Kristen, and maybe a 
couple of their friends, for overnight and weekend trips. 
We also wanted something “newish” (mid 1980s and 
later) so that insurance and loan rates would be decent. 
Finally, we have a limited budget with which to work. As 
it turns out, there is no such boat in existence! So, back 
to reality and the pages of Yacht World…. 
 
Despite these challenges, and being the eternal 
optimist, I continued to look at lots of boats (I go to see 
them first to check overall headroom and berth sizes, 
making sure I can stand and sleep on the boat: if they 
past my test, we move them on to the short list for Pam 
to view). I’ve even taken friends and fellow boaters with 
me to view boats. I’ve created a spreadsheet that I use 
to track online boat ads to see how long they’re on the 
market, and what the price is when they are sold or are 
taken off the market. I also calculate displacement to 
length ratios for the various models to gauge overall 
heft. I update that spreadsheet every month or so, and 
about every three months, I have a collection of boats 
that I want to go and view in person. I have been 
teased by several people about my obsessive 
compulsive streak, but it helps to pass the time that I 
have on my hands now that I don’t own a boat.  
 

(Continued on page 6) 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 
General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday – July 11, 2007 

 
Commodore Donna Hartley Oyer called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. Board of Governors present 
were Donna Hartley Oyer, Pam Vanderveer, Carol 
Wheatley.  Elected Governors present were Neil 
Hodgson and Roland Norris. Absent were Jim Yates 
and Tom Schrader.  
 
COMMODORE: Following introduction of the board 
members, fleet captains, committee chairmen, and 
past commodores, Donna welcomed all members and 
guests attending for the first time. 
 
The Commodore also announced the following: 
· Thanks for all who helped set up for the potluck 
dinner. Everyone enjoyed dinner…lots of dinner. 
· Brenda Merchberger was appointed by the Board 
of Governors (BOG) to fulfill the remainder of Sherry 
MacCampbell’s term as an Elected Governor. 
· The BOG has recommended that the dues 
structure remain at the current levels.  Membership 
renewals will go out next month.  Please get your 
payment in promptly (no later than Sept 1st).  $35 for 
regular members/$25 for associate members. 
· Pinedaville…This is Jim & Donna Oyer’s last year 
to host Pinedaville, so we are looking for a host for 
Pinedaville 2008. Please see Donna is you’d like to 
help. 
· Lost and found…clothes, dishes, stuff you 
probably really want back are on the back table.  If 
not claimed, they will be donated to a local charity. 
 
NEW MEMBERS: There was one new application for 
membership:  Alan and Jennifer Clendenon, who own 
a Pearson 25 named “Jendy,” sponsored by Roland 
Norris.  The applicants were approved for 
membership. 
 
MINUTES/TREASURER’S REPORT: A motion was 
made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes 
of the May membership meeting and the Treasurer’s 
report as published in the June Foot, Tack & Clew. 
 
GENERAL REPORTS: 
VICE COMMODORE – Pam Vanderveer: 

SECRETARY’S 
REPORT  

By 
 

Carol Wheatley 
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· The City of Satellite Beach’s 50-year Time Capsule 
will include a newsletter, pictures of ECSA cruises, a 
membership directory, burgee and license plate. 
Someone generously suggested that Kay Sparrow be 
included in the time capsule. 
· Name tags.  Let Pam know if you need another 
printed name tag. 
· Slip rental:  Pam knows of an individual who has a 
slip behind their house on the Grand Canal in Satellite 
Beach.  Contact Pam if you are interested. 
 
REAR COMMODORE – Jim Yates 
 
Racing  – Jim Yates – No report. 
 
Cruising  – Ken Windsor – This upcoming weekend is 
the cruise to Cocoa Village; anchor south of the power 
lines and everyone will meet at the dinghy dock at 5:30 
p.m. and walk to dinner at Cara Mia’s on Delannoy 
Avenue. Breakfast will be at 9:00 am and hosted by 
Ken. This is a laid-back summertime cruise. Just to be 
safe, consider bringing a lock for your dinghy motor 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Gil Paradies shared stories about the Bahamas Cruise 
with 14-15 boats coming over in two groups  any of our 
cruisers had mechanical problems, some never made 

(Continued on page 6) 
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TREASURER'S 
REPORT  
  by 

Tom Schrader 

Income Statement  Fiscal YTD  

REVENUE Jun & Jul 07 Sep 06 - Jul 07 

Activities Income 55.00 6,644.00 

Advertising Income 104.00 1,148.00 

Membership Dues 35.00 7,025.00 

Merchandise Income 10.00 1,619.50 

Misc & Sunshine Income          25.00    672.00 

Total Revenue 229.00 17,108.50 

EXPENSES   

Activities Expense 326.71 8,684.46 

Bank Charge 52.29 82.29 

Dues & Subscriptions 28.00 28.00 

Insurance - 2,764.65 

Miscellaneous 177.46 1,149.66 

Postage/Delivery 171.11 904.31 

Printing/Repro 135.68 1,322.11 

Rent - 204.90 

Sales Tax 19.67 99.69 

Sunshine Fund                - 400.00 

Total Expense 910.72 15,640.07 

Net Income (681.72) 1,468.43 

Balance Sheet as of July 31, 2007  

Assets   

Checking  1,651.33 

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00 

Security Deposit  100.00 

Total Assets  2,693.33 

Liabilities & Net Worth  

Unrestricted Cash  6,432.86 

Retained Earnings  (5,207.96) 

Net Income  1,468.43 

Total Net Worth  2.693.33 

Sunshine Fund Balance: 40.47 

 
Commodore’s 

 Report  
 - cont’d…  

she gets out on the water at least once a 
week.  The best 3 days of Carol’s life was 
when she crewed on a delivery boat from Port 
Canaveral to Brunswick, Georgia.  The boat 
experienced 10’ following seas that literally 
pushed her north to their final destination.  
Although Carol enjoys sharing a day sailing 
with people onboard, she is more then willing 
and able to single-hand, “Bodacious”.   
     Professionally, Carol is a self-employed 
organization development consultant, 
specializing in the development of strategic 
and tactical implementation programs. These 
programs especially pertain to government 
compliance, strategic development and 
funding initiatives.   
     Carol is just another example of the 
diversity among the members of ECSA.  It is a 
place where you can come and learn about 
sailing, about life and about friendship. 
 
Happy Sails to You, 
 
Donna 

(Continued from page 2) 



July Cruise to Cocoa Village  
By Cruise Host Ken Windsor 

 
 Boats, boats, boats. Sometimes you love ‘em and 
sometimes you wonder what possessed you to start this 
relationship in the first place. For us,  this cruise started 
by opening up our hatch boards to find various items 
floating around the cabin in ankle deep water and the 
batteries dead. Welcome home from the Keys. By the 
time we got it cleaned up and figured out that it was our 
stuffing box it was near 3:00 p.m. on Saturday. A quick 
glance at the skies convinced me to host by land this 
time out which we soon found out was a good idea.  
 The boats that did make it and had anchored were hit 
just shortly after three by a high wind storm with gusts as 
high as 60 knots. Alibi reported after dragging, the wind 
blew them over so hard their rails were in the water and 
the cabin floor was holding much of their supplies for the 
trip. Others had similar stories. The storm was quick to 
come and quick to leave and it was very calm afterwards. 
Some had damage and others were fine.  
 Although we got a late start, we did manage to meet 
at the dingy dock and head over to Cara Mia’s Italian 
Restaurant. We ended up with 25 people for dinner and 
the restaurant owner was very accommodating to our 
ever changing size. The food was outstanding along with 
the usual conversation. 
 Following dinner, several of us headed over to Mur-
dock’s for some after dinner cocktails. They were pretty 
full, had a OK band playing and we had a great couple of 
hours there. From what I understand most had a restful 
night at anchor.  
 The next morning we met at the pavilion for a pot luck 

 
  CRUISE  

QUARTERS  
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Welcome New Members  

Alan & Jennifer Clendinen 
1320 Adamson Road 
Cocoa, FL  32926 
321-632-2799 
Pearson 25  “Jendy 

breakfast and were joined by the Merchberger’s arriv-
ing via bicycle from Suntree.  A good time was had 
by all. 
 Arriving by boat: Bob Wiley aboard Judith III, Neil 
and Sally Hodgson aboard Miss Faith, Glenn, Lisa 
and Sophia Parker aboard Wanderer, Wright Massey 
aboard Circe, Bob and Judy Pavan aboard Alta-mar, 
Clay Bernichon and Pat O’Brien aboard Ariel, Joe 
and Karen Coleman aboard Alibi, Bruce and Pat 
Fletcher aboard Little Attitudes, Tom and Marian  
O’Shea aboard Southern Comfort. By land yacht: 
Ken and Pam Windsor, Jim and Donna Oyer, Tom 
and Barb Schrader, and Pam and Graham Coffee. 



the crossing due to weather, and some had to ride out 
Tropical Storm Barry. One member stayed at 
“Gilbert’s” in Key Largo which was built in 1950; at 
$60 per night, $2.50 happy-hour drinks and a nice 
beach - they had lots of fun at a great price…highly 
recommended. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
· Brenda Merchberger is looking for a volunteer to 

replace her as ECSA’s volunteer coordinator for 
the Seven Seas Cruising Association (SSCA) 
annual meeting held each November at the Eau 
Gallie Civic Center.  ECSA gets a free booth to 
solicit members and to sell our siphons as a 
fundraiser.  In addition, SSCA has given ECSA 
half the profit from their galley ($300-$400) for all 
of the volunteer support we provide for the event. 
The GAM is the second weekend in November 
and you’ll have the opportunity to train with 
Brenda this year.  The majority of the time 
commitment is really limited to the days of the 
event (and the evening before). 

 
· Graham Coffee eloquently said something with 

lots of acronyms about MSSi, HMS, VSC and stuff 
about a call list. If anyone understood him, please 
contact Graham to assist. 

 
· Another member mentioned “Marine Connection” 

which is just north of Fort Pierce (on the east side 
of US1) as a great place to find lots of salvage. 

 
With there being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Carol Wheatley. 
Secretary 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Secretary’s 

 Report  
 - cont’d…  

The result of all this research is a short list that 
includes about six different boat models. The short 
list contains boats that would be perfect, but would 
require a second mortgage for us to actually buy, 
and I haven’t even checked on insurance rates for 
those. The list also includes boats that are older 
models, generally affordable, but may contain 
hidden defects or old boat diseases of some kind. 
And I don’t think they will be any cheaper to insure. 
All of them feature layouts for a family, headroom 
for me, and a berth I can sleep on without dangling 
off the ends (but I’m not sure where Pam is going to 
sleep when I angle myself across the entire queen 
berth in the aft cabin!). These boats are of all 
different displacements, different keel setups, and 
different cockpit and hull configurations. The lesson, 
as it turns out, and as virtually everyone in this club 
already knows, is there is no such thing as the 
perfect boat! 
 
But our goal remains the same: a boat that can 
function in a wide range of “typical” Florida 
conditions, a boat that will allow us to venture 
offshore occasionally, and a boat on which my 
family and I can rest comfortably at our favorite 
anchorage. Now if I could just get that boat for 
$20,000 we’d be all set! 
 
Fair winds to all, and we hope to see you out on the 
lagoon on our “new” boat in the not too distant 
future. 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
Vice Commodore’s 

 Report  
 - cont’d…  
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 CRUISE QUARTERS  

 

Upcoming 
Cruise Info 

Conch Key Grille Cruise 2007 
 
Date: Saturday, August 11th & Sunday, August 12th 
Hosts: Don and Joanne Theriault 
Boat Name: Impulse 
Phone Number: 321-254-4624 
 
This is a cruise to Conch Key Grille restaurant on the 
Indian River. The lat/long is approximately 28 deg 
13.68 min N,  80 deg, 40.37 min W.  We plan to meet 
around 5:30 p.m. on Saturday evening for dinner. 
Please make sure you sign up or call us as they re-
quire reservations. Conch Key offers typical Florida 
fare and so far has had great food, good drinks, and 
been very accommodating to our group. There is a 
nice sandy beach there to land your dingy. As there 
really isn’t a place to do so, there will be no breakfast 
on Sunday morning. Relax on your boat and then 
head on to your next adventure. 

 The Labor Day Cruise Itinerary  
 

Friday, August 31st 
 

For this night, things are laid back as boats arrive and 
anchor for the weekend. We plan to grill burgers and 
dogs and have sundowners on the beach.  
 

Saturday, September 1st 
 

Boats will continue to arrive and everyone will be on 
their own for breakfast and lunch. Saturday evening 
we will be having a BBQ around 6 p.m. with Smoked 
BBQ Pork Sandwiches and potluck sides. BYOB. All 
meals including this one will be announced by the 
sound of the conch shell. Following dinner we will be 
having a fire with for roasting marshmallows and 
s’mores. We may even have a limbo contest for those 
willing. 
 

Sunday, September 2nd 
 

Sleep in a little and join us for a Southern breakfast on 
the beach at 9:00 am. Potluck as usual and Ken will 
be cooking up a kettle of sausage gravy to go over 
biscuits. Any coffee in decanters would be appreci-
ated as there is no electricity on the beach. Following 
breakfast and weather permitting, some may go for a 
little offshore sail. Lunch on your own, For the after-
noon hour, watch for a gathering on the beach as Eric 
and Dominque Haas will be serving up Brazilian Cai-
parinas. For dinner, Johan will be cooking “ribs on the 
barbie” with potluck sides provided by all. Another fire 
as well. 
 

Monday, September 3 rd 

 

We will meet once again for a light breakfast of pas-
tries and whatever we have left, once again any cof-
fee will be appreciated. A short cleanup time and then 
departure of the fleet or hangout if you like.  
  

 
 
 

Labor Day  
Weekend Cruise 2007 

 
Dates: August 31st through September 3rd 
Hosts: Ken Windsor and Johan Neve 
Phone Number: Home – 321-459-2720  
Cell 321-544-1170 or 321-689-4292 
Email: kpjbw@aol.com 
Boat Name: Mystic Dream (Ken) Sea Angel (Johan) 
 
If you have never been on this one before, we all an-
chor in the Banana River, fourth island north of the 
Port Canaveral locks.  
 
Lat/Lon is approximately: 

 28 deg 2.5 min N, 80 deg 38.55 min W.  
 
Last year we had to move mid-cruise due to a Shuttle 
on the pad. We will be watching this year in advance 
and let you know if there is a change. Please let us 
know if you plan on attending and when you plan to 
arrive so we can get the right amount of food. We will 
be in need of firewood, so if you can, please bring 
some.  
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Member’s  

Classifieds  

 
FOR SALE:  1987 Ericson 34’ Sloop with 23HP Uni-
versal Diesel.  Extremely well maintained with lots of 
extras, including Adler Barbour Refrigeration, sepa-
rate top loading ice box, Robertson hydraulic autopi-
lot, 16,000 BTU Central A/C, fixed mounted solar 
panel on custom built arch, high-output alternator, hi 
capacity house battery bank, hot-water heater, recent 
barrier coat and bottom paint, etc, etc. $62,900. Call 
Clint at 321-779-0229 or check out the info on the 
website:  http://home.cfl.rr.com/islandgirl 
 
WANTED:  Sailing dinghy.  Contact Jerry Samson 
at 321-633-8001 
 
FOR SALE:  Autohelm ST3000 Autopilot - wheel 
driven .  Good Condition.  Contact Joe Coleman at 
321-773-3265 
 
FOR SALE:  8’ Fiberglass Dinghy - with oars and 
sails.  $125.  Contact Al Pappas at 321-777-2460. 

FOR SALE:  36’ center cockpit Watkins. Many new 
and like new items, e.g. sails, Mackpack, roller furler, 
Garmin color GPS, custom bimini etc.  Strong Perkins 
4-108 52 hp diesel. Call Kay Sparrow at 772-473-
9394. Priced at $38,000 OBO. 
 
FOR SALE:  1983 Catalina 27, Tall Rig.  Excellent  
Condition.  The Catalina 27 is one of the most suc-
cessful racer/cruisers ever built, featuring a quick turn 
of speed, agile helm, berths for 4+, head, galley and a 
standing room salon.  Zephyr  had an extensive refit 
in 2006, inc. a freshly remanufactured diesel engine 
in 2007.  She is ready to sail and priced below book 
at $14,950.  Contact:  Mike Wilson for details and 
photos.  321-779-5000 mdwilson@cfl.rr.com. 
 
FOR SALE:  1977 O'Day 27 sloop . Main, Jib & 
Genoa, Atomic 4 w/all service manuals. Auto tiller, 
bimini and more. Slip only $166 a mth!!! Includes 
fresh water, electric extra. Must sell, have another 
boat. Only $6000.00. Please contact Don Daube at 
321-271-9903 
 
Place your sailing classified ad here… (free to mem-
bers.)  Just contact Brenda Merchberger via e-mail: 
bmerch@cfl.rr.com or  phone 321-917-3698. 
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It’s that time of the year…. 
ECSA Membership Dues are due. 
 
Have you ever wonder what your $35.00 membership 
buys you?  It may just be the best bargain in town! 
 
1.  Monthly Newsletter (filled with all kinds of great info) 
2.  Monthly meetings (with informative speakers and 
yummy snacks) 
3.  Monthly cruises (to far off places) 
4.  Monthly racing events (highly competitive venue) 
5.  Bus trips to boat shows (movies and food served) 
6.  Yearly banquet (Awards galore) 
7.  Website (state of the art) 
8.  A wealth of knowledge (experienced sailors) 
9.  Camaraderie  (at all events) 
  
And last but not least…. 
 
10  Forever friendships  
 



EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 372054 

Satellite Beach  FL 32937-0054 

 ECSA  2007 Race & Cruise Schedule  

Date Event Contact 

August 11 - 12 Cruise to Conch Key Grille Theriault 

August 18 Fall Series #1 Yates 

August 19 Fall Women’s #2 Delmater 

Sept 1 - 3 Cape Canaveral Ocean Cruise Neve/Windsor 

Sept 22 - 23 Cruise to Titusville & Dixie Crossroads Dinner Schnitzius  

Sept 16 Fall Women’s #3 Delmater 

Sept 15 Fall Series #2 Yates 

Sept 29 Fall Women’s #4 Delmater 

Check out http://www.sail-race.com/ecsa  
 for the most up-to-date information on   

the ECSA race schedule & race winners. 


