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Next General Membership Meeting  
 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Satellite Beach Civic Center (565 Cassia Blvd)  
Latitude 28º 09' North, Longitude 80º 36' West 

 

Joe Coleman and Moorings representative 
Barbara Daetwyler present: 

ñBareboating in Greece, 2011 ò 
  

    

APRIL Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
 

7  IRYC Spring #2 
9  MYC Spring Rum Race #5 
10 ECSA  Spring -Summer Race #2  
10-11 ECSA Sebastian Inlet Fish Fry  
14 ECSA General Membership Meeting  
14  IRYC Spring #3 
17-18 MYC Big Boat Regatta 
18  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
21 IRYC Spring #4 
23  MYC Spring Rum #6 
24-25 MYC Small Boat Regatta 
25  IRYC Winter #4 
28 IRYC Spring #5 
 

MAY Calendar of Local Sailing Events  
 

1-2 ECSA  Progressive Dinner / Samsons Island Workday  
1-2 PCYC Cinco de Mayo Regatta 
2  MYC Small Boat Sunday 
5  IRYC Spring #6 
7  MYC Summer Rum Race #1 
12  ECSA General Membership Meeting  
12 IRYC Spring #7 
15-16 IRYC Brevard Challenge 

  More to come . . . 



VIEW FROM THE  

 VICE  

COMMODORE  
 

Del Wiese 

Sailing, Sailing  
 

The past few weeks have been hectic due to two very 
different activities, but both with sailing in com-
mon.  Last Saturday the Melbourne Yacht Club hosted a 
sail-a-thon for Heart of Sailing.  You may recall my 
speaking about Heart of Sailing a few months ago. It is 
an organization that takes disadvantaged persons, pri-
marily those with autism or downs syndrome, day sail-
ing.  We were able to take about 14 persons and family 
members out day sailing due to many MYC skippers 
volunteering their time and boats.  Most of those skip-
pers are also ECSA members and their efforts, and 
those who helped on shore, are very much appreci-
ated.  There  are some great pictures of the event on 
the MYC web site (http://www.melbourneyachtclub.com/
PhotoGallery/).  The day sails continue to be a triple 
win; the skippers/crew, participant and participantôs fam-
ily all benefit.  A great program; contact me if you are 
interested in volunteering. 
 
The second event was the Ft. Lauderdale to Charleston, 
SC, race.  Even with weeks of planning, the last few 
days proved to be hectic.  We departed on Sunday, af-
ter spending all day Saturday with Heart of Sailing, to 
take the boat to Ft. Lauderdale.  We were going south 
so of course the wind was blowing 20 out of the 
south.  We overnighted in Ft. Pierce and decided to stay 
in the ICW and suffer the multitude of bridges rather 
than brave the waves we thought were outside due to 
protracted strong winds.  Got to Lauderdale about 
10:30p.m.  only to find that the slip we had reserved 
was occupied and had to anchor out.   Lauderdale 
Yacht Club provided a slip on Tuesday and the skippers 
meeting was at the LYC facility.  The weather briefing 
reinforced what we had been seeing on the weather 
sources: light air, not good news.  Only six boats 
showed up for the start; several who were registered, 
for whatever reason, did not race.  Three of the boats 
were from Melbourne: my boat, Chasing Rainbows, Phil 
Scalise on Santarella and Floyd Bryan on Esprit.   
 

Winds were light at the start at 2p.m. on Wednesday, 
but by 7p.m. had died.  For the next 12 hours we never 
saw more than three knots of wind.  At times the boat 
was pointed south and drifting north.  Thursday brought 
light winds again and by mid-afternoon we had deter-

(Continued on page 6) 
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THOUGHTS FROM 

YOUR COMMODORE  
 

John Geraci 

Liveaboard Discoveries  
 
I love being out on the water (which seems like a con-
tradictory statement considering my boat is about to be 
declared a protected reef from sitting at the dock too 
long), but for six lovely months Lynda and I were livea-
boards.  First, I should quickly point out that Avventura 
is very comfortable both underway and in the harbor.   
Lynda compares sleeping on board to being in a cradle 
that gently rocks you to sleep.   
 
Our adventure began with locating the boat in West 
Palm Beach where I was working for a large energy 
company.  We needed a place to stay, so I moved the 
boat to a slip we called home.  Trouble is, nature inter-
vened.  For example, one morning we got up, dressed 
and came on deck only to find the dock about three feet 
above the rails!  I knew the tides were higher than at our 
dock, but Iôm not sure that I was prepared for this one.  
So up on the cabin trunk and up to the dock we went ï 
actually becoming quite adept at doing the leap of faith 
(that you would make the jump) with computers and 
briefcases (note to self: tie up at floating docks when-
ever possible).   
 
Daunting tides were not the highlight of this trip, how-
ever.  One night the pump on the head jammed up and 
wouldnôt pump water into the head. In fact, the pump 
handle went up but didnôt go back down. Now, for those 
of you that havenôt been to my house, you should know 
that I have three bookcases filled with old issues of 
SAIL, CRUISING WORLD and LATTS AND ATTS 
magazines, which Lynda continues to want to prune 
down, and I keep insisting that each and every issue 
contains some valuable information on boat mainte-
nance, repair or other great tips for boat owners.  This 
one particular time, I was proven right as I searched for 
information on head repair. The pump handle malfunc-
tion was quite a head scratcher, if youôll pardon the pun. 
As I turned the pages of my trusty collection of maga-
zines that I had selected for this trip, lo and behold, I 
found complete instructions to overhaul my exact model 
head!  I quickly amassed the correct collection of tools 
and promptly set about with the procedure.  As each 
piece went into place like a much practiced surgery, the 
head was rebuilt in only an hour and a half (this was my 
first time, so I wanted to be careful).  I also allotted time 

(Continued on page 6) 
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SECRETARYôS 

REPORT 
 

Loretta Schnitzius 
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EAST COAST SAILING ASSOCIATION 
General Membership Meeting 

March 10, 2010 
 
Board Members Present: John Geraci, Jim Edwards, 
Loretta Schnitzius, & Karen Coleman. 
Elected Governors present: David Cordial, Don Theri-
ault, & David Keane. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: Commodore John Geraci called the 
meeting to order at 7 pm. Following introduction of the 
board members, fleet captains, program chairs, and 
past commodores, John welcomed several guests. 
 

NEW MEMBERS: The following were presented and 
approved for membership at the March Board meeting: 
Keith & Stacia Glavas, John Hixson, Kathleen Hardesty 
(Associate Membership). The following were presented 
and approved for membership at tonight's meeting: 
Maryann & Nick Shauman, Indian Harbor Beach ï Pic-
calo. 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORTS: A motion was 
made, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of 
the February general membership meeting, and the 
Treasurer's report, as published in the March Foot, 
Tack & Clew. Karen also reported that in the time since 
the budget was published, insurance premiums in the 
amounts of $1046.19 & $1342.29 had been paid. 
 

COMMODORE John Geraci:  
Thank you to Dave & Brenda Merchberger for arranging 
and sponsoring the Miami Boat Show trip. 

There will be two distance cruises to St. Augustine 

ï an inside passage and an outside passage. Pos-
sible date will be May 8. A sign-up sheet will be on 
the table for those interested in going. 

On our website, we now have a reference to 

Google maps that will pin-point our meeting loca-
tion. 

John is continuing to work with Brenda Merchberger 

on a hand-out flyer for publicity to attract new mem-
bers to the club. Right now, it is an 8 1/2ò x 11ò 
sheet that can be displayed flat or tri-folded. The 
flyer was passed around so members could look at 
it. 

A new wireless microphone for the meetings is a 

possibility. The challenge is to find one for less than 

$50. 

Thanks to Nancy Keane and Dave Cordial for the 

refreshments tonight. 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

TREASURER'S 

REPORT 
 

Karen Coleman 

Income Statement  Year to Date  

REVENUE Mar 10 Sep 09 - Aug 10  

Activities Income 96.00 5,365.71 

Advertising Income 90.00 150.00 

Membership Dues 140.00 5,430.00 

Merchandise Income - 96.00 

Misc & Sunshine Income        -  58.11 

Total Revenue 326.00 11,099.82 

EXPENSES   

Activities Expense 388.32 5,172.16 

Bank Charge - - 

Dues/Subscriptions 10.00 79.00 

Insurance 2,388.48 2,388.48 

Miscellaneous/Office Supplies 16.90 244.92 

Postage/Delivery 105.35 329.03 

Printing/Repro 49.61 543.93 

Rent - 281.10 

Sales Tax 2.16 8.91 

Sunshine Fund        -         154.38 

Total Expense 2,960.82 9,201.91 

Net Income  (2,634.82) 1,897.91 

Balance Sheet as of March 31, 2010  

Assets    

Checking  3,839.62 

Restricted Cash (Lasowska Fund) 942.00 

Restricted Cash (Sunshine Fund) 353.48 

Security Deposit  100.00 

Total Assets   5,235.10 

Liabilities & Net Worth  

Unrestricted Cash  6,432.86 

Retained Earnings  (3,095.67) 

Net Income  1,897.91 

Total Net Worth   5,235.10 



 

VICE COMMODORE Del Wiese:  Del was not present. 
John reported that there will be changes to the racing 
applications. The ship's store is now open. There are 
blankets, license plates and jackets for sale. More jack-
ets have been ordered. 
 

REAR COMMODORE Jim Edwards: There will be coed 
river racing monthly. The Women's Racing is into their 
third race. Del will be trying to get more cruisers into rac-
ing by having races at cruise events. There will be a 
PHRF meeting at Melbourne Yacht Club on March 22. 
 
Cruising ï Page Proffitt: This weekend's cruise to Dixie 
Crossroads Restaurant is scheduled to begin between 5 
& 5:30 Saturday. The Titusville Marina has slips avail-
able for any boats that wish to be inside. You can also 
anchor outside the marina. 
 
Ken Windsor announced that our cruise is on to Sebas-
tian Inlet, April 10 & 11. There will be a fish fry on Satur-
day at a cost of $5 for adults and $3 for children. Mem-
bers to bring pot-luck side dishes. We will be at the #2 
pavilion, just west of last year's location. Directions will 
be in the Foot, Tack & Clew. Sunday breakfast will be at 
8:30 a.m. 
 
Chip Worster: Progressive Dinner: Boats can anchor in 
Lake Shepard and dinghy to host houses. Details will be 
in the next Foot, Tack & Clew. 
 
Karen Coleman announced that the Samsons Island 
Clean-up in conjunction with the Progressive Dinner will 
be on Sunday after breakfast 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. You can 
come by boat, dinghy or car. The city will have transpor-
tation from the fire station to the Island for those arriving 
by car. Lunch will be provided. Karen will post the details 
in FT&C. 
 
The cruise to the North Banana River Islands now has a 
host ï John Geraci. He needs a co-host. 
 
Joe Coleman announced a proposed outing to the Greek 
Islands for cruising in 2011.  It will be a total 2-week 
event with 7 days of sailing. The Moorings will be the 
charterer. Please sign up if interested. Proposed dates 
5/21 to 6/4/2011. 
 
Mardi Gras Cruise: Karen said there were lots of floats 
and some work trucks in the parade. Only one couple 
came by boat. A group of members got together and 
walked to the Mexican Restaurant for dinner. 

 

 

SECRETARYôS REPORT (continued) 
 

Loretta Schnitzius 

 

A new member, Claude Auger, spoke to us about 
Heart of Sailing. This is an international organization 
that takes children with autism and down's syndrome 
out for a sail. They are all accompanied by an adult. 
Melbourne Yacht Club will host this event on Satuday 
3/27 from 12 to 4 p.m. Sign up your boat if interested. 
Flyers are on the table and you can go to Heart of Sail-
ing website. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: From the floor: There is a dock for 
rent on Tortoise Island. If you are interested, contact 
Chrystal Wood ï 777-3180. 
This being John Geraci's birthday, a decorated carrot 
cake was brought out and we all sang Happy Birthday. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Loretta Schnitzius, Secretary ECSA 
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